
by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—At 4:21 pm
on Thursday, November 19,
Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) Commissioner
Thomas Carrique delivered
an announcement that thou-
sands of  people had been
dreading.

Manitoulin OPP Provin-
cial Constable (PC) Marc
Hovingh, a 28-year veteran
of  the force, had died of
injuries sustained in the
line of  duty during an inci-
dent near Gore Bay earlier
that day.

“Our hearts are with his
family, friends and col-
leagues at this tragic time,”
the commissioner stated,
adding the hashtag
#HeroesInLife.

The hashtag references
the phrase “heroes in life,
not in death,” a message
inscribed on the Ontario
Police Memorial at Queen’s
Park. Those words recog-
nize that police officers put
their own safety in jeopardy
each day.

PC Hovingh, age 52, leaves
behind his wife Lianne and
four children—Nathan,
Laura, Sarah and Elena. 

He was 18 months away
from retirement.

PC Hovingh is originally
from Barrie, according to a
tweet from the OPP. He
began his policing career on
January 4, 1994 in at the
Apsley detachment in the
Kawartha highlands. In
1997, he moved up Highway

28 to serve at the Bancroft
detachment. He moved once
more to his third and final
posting in Manitowaning in
1999.

His visitation will take
place on Friday, November
27 at Mindemoya Mission-
ary Church from noon to 4
pm and 6 to 9 pm. His funer-
al is scheduled the following
day at Manitoulin Second-
ary School, by invitation
only. PC Hovingh will be
buried at Hilly Grove Ceme-
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Manitoulin Island mourns OPP Constable Marc Hovingh

A HERO’S RETURN—The body of fallen OPP Constable Marc Hovingh arrived home on Manitoulin Island Monday night as first responders stood along Highway 6 to honour their fallen comrade. Hundreds of
Islanders braved the frigid evening to stand at attention, wearing blue clothes and displaying lights and signs to thank the officer for his service. His motorcade travelled from Etobicoke to Little Current that afternoon.
This photograph shows the hearse bearing PC Hovingh’s remains, just at the Little Current side of the swing bridge.
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Emotional groundswell
is community’s response
to police officer’s death

Colleagues, friends
recall PC Hovingh’s
caring nature, saw
him as ‘Gentle Giant’

PC Hovingh fatally shot while
responding to property dispute
near Gore Bay’s East Bluff

The late Constable Marc Hovingh, a 28-year veteran of the Ontario
Provincial Police who perished in the line of duty last Thursday,
November 19.

Marc Hovingh’s faith played
huge role in his life and work
by Warren Schlote
MANITOULIN—Fallen Provincial Constable (PC) Marc
Hovingh’s loss has been felt strongly among the Island
faith community and especially among the congregation
of  Mindemoya Missionary Church, where each of  his
family members have been devoted parishioners for
decades.

Ben Quackenbush, a physician who serves as the
youth ministry director at Mindemoya Missionary
Church, said the news still feels unreal. He has been
meeting with members of  the church community in
recent days to help them process the past week’s events.

CRISIS SUPPORTS 
AVAILABLE

Thousands of people have been
deeply impacted by the tragic
shooting deaths of Provincial 
Constable Marc Hovingh and 
civilian Gary Brohman on 

Manitoulin Island last week, as
well as the separate police 
operation this past Sunday
evening in the West End.

Manitoulin-Northshore Victim 
Services offers its condolences to
everyone affected by the incident

and has supports available
through its office, 705-370-3378; 

ConnexOntario at 
1-866-531-2600; Maison 

McCulloch Hospice Grief Support
at 705-674-9252 x227 and 
Crisis Centre Sudbury at 

705-675-4760.

Visit the association’s website at
mnvictimservices.ca to learn
more about the supports this 

organization offers.

by Warren Schlote 
with files from Tom Sasvari
GORE BAY—People across
Manitoulin Island have
responded with shock and
disbelief  after last Thurs-
day’s double-fatal shooting
incident near the Town of
Gore Bay, in a part of  the
province known for its quiet
and deeply connected com-
munities.

Around 11 am on Thurs-
day, November 19, Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) offi-
cers responded to a property
dispute east of  Gore Bay.

On any other day, this
might have been another
“nothing call” as a retired
officer described it—a mun-
dane, everyday call for serv-
ice that normally ends with-
out incident. However, said

the retired officer, basic calls
such as traffic stops often
carry the greatest risk for
officers.

Police reports state that
two OPP officers went to an
address on Hindman Trail

Hovingh family seeking people’s memories of husband/father
Expositor tasked with collecting them on family’s behalf

MANITOULIN—Following the tragic pass-
ing of  their beloved husband and father on
Thursday, November 19, the Hovingh fami-
ly is asking for the Island community to
share its memories of  Provincial Consta-
ble (PC) Marc Hovingh. 

At the family’s request, The Expositor
will assist with compiling the memories
which will be turned into a book of  remem-
brance. These items are not sought for
news stories.

Perhaps it was a time you spoke to PC
Hovingh during a traffic stop that turned
into a meaningful encounter, or the officer
responded to a sensitive call and left you
feeling safe and secure. Maybe it was a
friendly chat at the arena or a sincere
exchange following a church service.
Whatever the moment, the family would
like to capture it.

If  you have a special memory of  PC Hov-

by Warren Schlote 
with files from 
Michael Erskine
MANITOULIN—Hundreds
of  people lined the streets of
Little Current Monday
evening for a hero’s welcome
as Provincial Constable (PC)
Marc Hovingh returned
home after his tragic death
in the line of  duty. 

The Ontario Provincial
Police (OPP) motorcade
crossed the swing bridge
onto Manitoulin Island at
approximately 5:40 pm in a
salute of  lights and sirens,
as the vehicles passed walls
of  people lining the road-

side. Those gathered were
largely dressed in blue and
carried lights and signs in
honour of  the fallen officer.

The procession left an Eto-
bicoke funeral home at noon
that day and arrived at
Island Funeral Home in Lit-
tle Current after sundown,
ending PC Hovingh’s final
journey home.

PC Hovingh’s hero’s wel-
come was just one of  many
tributes that Islanders
staged in the days following
his death on Thursday,
November 19.

That day, shortly after the
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