
YARD CLEAN UP
Let’s all be responsible 

homeowners and tidy our 
yards!

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
Help your community and yourself to stay safe!

Wear a mask
Wash your hands
Social Distance

Christmas is coming and many exciting things are 
going to be happening!
Please check out our new website 
ChristmasInNemi.ca
Information on: 

Things will be a little different this year as Santa 
will not be stopping downtown to meet with you 

Check out the website or call Lisa for more 

Keep up-to-date with notices and news by following us on 

www.townofnemi.on.ca

Due to the ever-changing environment 
that we are all dealing with,

Council meetings will be held every 
Tuesday Night at 7:00 pm via Zoom Video

Meeting # 489 313 1974
Or call 1-587-328-1099

Please be advised regular protocol will be in place and members of the public will not have the 
ability to make comments or ask questions during the meeting.

For a full copy of the agenda please visit our website.

Invitation to Apply for  
Provincial Appointment: 
Manitoulin Planning Board
Interested individuals are invited to apply for membership on the Manitoulin 

municipal organization. Appointments are made by the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing to a term ending November 30, 2022.

Planning Board members are responsible for:

•  Providing input and making recommendations concerning local  
land-use planning matters;

recommendations regarding amendments to those documents;

land-use planning; and

To be eligible for appointment as a Planning Board member to represent the 

planning system is an asset.

Interested individuals must apply via the Public Appointments Secretariat 
 Applications must be 

submitted no later than December 16, 2020. 

Additional information may be obtained by contacting the Planning Board at 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Municipal Services Office - North (Sudbury)
Caitlin Carmichael, Planner
Caitlin.Carmichael@Ontario.ca

in Gore Bay after a property owner reported
the presence of  an “unwanted man.”

Shortly after they arrived, the officers
located the individual who was inside a
trailer. Investigators later revealed that the
man on the property was 60-year-old Gary
Brohman of  Gore Bay.

Around 11 am on Thursday, shots were
exchanged between Mr. Brohman and 52-
year-old Provincial Constable (PC) Marc
Hovingh.

Dozens of  police officers and other first
responders raced toward the Island from
Sudbury and Algoma, including members
of  Wikwemikong Tribal Police Service and
UCCM Anishnaabe Police Service, Ministry
of  Natural Resources and Forestry conser-
vation officers and paramedics. Ornge air
ambulance also responded for emergency
medical transport.

Crews transported both men to hospital
where they both died of  their injuries.

PC Hovingh had spent 28 years with the
OPP and was a year and a half  from retire-
ment when he died in the line of  duty last

Thursday.
On Saturday morning, post-mortem

examinations took place in Toronto for each
of  the men.

Initial reports and statements from gov-
ernment leaders suggested that a second
officer was injured but investigators later
clarified that only one officer sustained
injuries.

Later in the day on November 19,
Ontario’s Special Investigations Unit (SIU)
invoked its mandate to investigate the inci-
dent. The SIU is a civilian agency that con-
ducts investigations when police actions
have caused death, serious injury or an
allegation of  sexual assault.

Three investigators and two forensic
investigators travelled to the scene that
day.

The SIU said anyone with information
on the investigation should contact the
lead investigator at 1-800-787-8529, as well
as anyone who may have video evidence
related to the incident.

Greater Sudbury Police Service is inves-
tigating the death of  PC Hovingh.

Officer deaths in the Manitoulin detach-
ment are all but unheard of. In 1972, Consta-
ble Clare Lloyd Lackey was returning from
a call when he was struck head-on by an
impaired driver on Highway 540. 

The bridge over Graham Creek in Honora
Bay is named in his honour. Island histori-
ans believe PC Hovingh is the second officer
who has died while on-duty in this detach-

ment.
Last Thursday’s incident took place just

east of  the Town of  Gore Bay. Mayor Dan
Osborne stated, “the tragic events that have
taken place so close to our community have
affected us all here and across the Island. I
cannot imagine the pain the family of  Con-
stable Hovingh must be feeling. We will
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by Tom Sasvari 
with files from Warren Schlote
GORE BAY—The mother of  Gary
Brohman, the civilian who fatally injured
Provincial Constable (PC) Marc Hovingh
and who was himself  fatally shot during an
incident this past Thursday, November 19,
expressed the devastation of  her loss and
unanswered questions in an interview this
past weekend.

“It was Gary, my son, who was involved. I
just can’t believe it happened,” an emotion-
al June Baker, of  Gore Bay, told this news-
paper after her son was fatally shot in the
incident. “When I first heard on TV and the
news what had happened and that it hap-
pened on Scotland Road, I just knew it had
involved Gary. He said this is where he had
moved, into a trailer.”

Mr. Brohman, who was 60, had been liv-
ing at Bayside Apartments in Gore Bay
until very recently. “He had moved out of
Bayside, out to the trailer at the end of
October. He told me he had rented the trail-
er from a guy (who owned the property) and
that since he was on disability insurance,
that they were going to pay the rent.”

“Gary’s favourite place to be was in the
bush,” said Ms. Baker. “He had gone up
there (to the trailer) in the summer several
times.” 

The Expositor spoke with Mr. Brohman’s

first cousin, who requested anonymity. He
said he had several questions about the
police reports’ characterization of  there
being a ‘property dispute’ because Mr.
Brohman had been using the property for
years. He alleged that Mr. Brohman was
working with the property owner since ear-
ly this year to set up a trailer there for his
home.

However, he said his cousin was paying
his rent in cash and, as a result, finding
records of  the deal would be difficult.

The cousin doubted that Mr. Brohman
would squat anywhere because said cousin
owns 16 acres of  hunting property, which
he had allowed Mr. Brohman to use. The

Civilian shooter’s family shocked by his involvement

Family members say Gary Brohman, the civilian
who shot and killed PC Hovingh and was fatally
injured as well, seemed distant in recent months.

...PC Hovingh fatally shot while responding to East Bluff area property dispute
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