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Teen rocks with drive for warm socks

ELENA RARDON
Alberni Valley News

A Port Alberni teenager is collect-
ing warm socks to give to people
living in the cold.

Roxy Manson, 15, has started up a
sock drive for the month of Novem-
ber. She said she started the fund-
raiser Warm Socks to Warm Hearts
after noticing more people out on
the streets of Port Alberni.

“I'noticed how much colder it’s get-
ting,” she said. “I’'m trying to make
people living outside or in conditions
that are difficult know that we care
about them.”

She is asking for donations of new
or knit socks in all sizes. The socks
will be delivered to the Salvation
Army and Alberni Community and
Women’s Services Society (ACAWS)
at the end of the month.

She said she has already collected
about 100 pairs of socks from her
fellow students at Alberni District
Secondary School and dancers at
Elite Dance Academy, but she is
hoping to double that number in
the coming weeks.

“It’s just a small something I thought
I could do to help,” said Manson.

Socks can be dropped off at Walk
the Coast (4574 Elizabeth Street),
Boston Pizza (3550 Johnston Road)
or Elite Dance Academy (for danc-
ers and their families only due to
COVID-19 restrictions). For a
COVID-safe pickup, contact Man-
son at 250-735-3520.
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‘Tent city’
campers
evicted

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

Island Health officials on Friday
evicted protesters and occupants at a
‘tent city’ that cropped up three weeks
ago beside Port Alberni’s shelter.

An eviction notice was hand deliv-
ered on Thursday, Nov. 12, 2020 by
Island Health’s director for the Alber-
ni-Clayoquot region, a spokesperson
said. Marie Duperreault and other
Island Health representatives arrived
Friday morning to carry out the evic-
tion. The protesters and campers,
led by former provincial independent
candidate Graham Hughes, had set
up in front of the shelter on Oct. 23.
A week later Hughes was arrested and
later released, and the camp forced
to move off the Island Health-owned
property where the shelter is located.

The health authority also owns the
land adjacent to the shelter where
as many as 14 tents had set up over
the past three weeks. Some of the
occupants claimed they were barred
from the shelter, while others said the
conditions were better in the tent city
than the shelter, which has rules that
clients are expected to follow.

The eviction came at the behest of
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‘Nowhere to live’

A mother battles to

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

Mary Elles’ son was living in a
room at the Port Alberni Shelter
Society when he learned he was
to have a roommate. He didn’t

take the news well, and in a fit |
of temper he broke a gate ashe |

stormed out of the facility. It was
his first strike.

He spent some time at the so-
bering centre on Fifth Avenue—
also operated by PASS—but
when he urinated in a garbage
can and broke a window when
he was told to wait his turn, it
was his final strike.

It was 2016, and his behaviour,
according to his mother, earned
him a slot on the shelter society’s
banned list.

Elles’ son has been living on
the streets of Port Alberni for the
past four years, and has been un-
able to stay in provided housing.
He has been in and out of jail,
and struggles with mental health
and addiction issues.

The Alberni Valley News has
chosen not to name Elles’ son; his
antics are well known among the
people who provide outreach to
the city’s homeless.

Elles said losing his spot at the
shelter forced her son to start liv-
ingin the streets. And she is at the

s g s

find housing for

her son

e

‘Homelessness’ means many things to people with no permanent place to sleep. For some, the challenge to find
safe shelter is greater than for others. (SUSAN QUINN/ Alberni Valley News)

end of her rope trying to figure
out how to help him.

“My son is so bad, he’s so
sick he lost the ability to do any
money management,” said Elles,
who has power of attorney over
his financial decisions. “He’s got
what they're calling anti-social
behaviour plus (he is) bi-polar.
I asked him once why he doesn’t

take his medication and he said
‘because it turns me into a zom-
bie for the day.”

She said her son doesn’t have
the capacity to take responsibil-
ity for his actions, yet because
he tells officials he doesn’t want
them sharing information with
her, she is unable to get informa-
tion on his health or welfare. He

is in his late 40s.

Katrina Kiefer, executive di-
rector with Canadian Mental
Health Association’s Port Al-
berni branch, said she knows
it’s difficult for parents of adult
children living in challenging
conditions. “We totally under-
stand the frustration of having
to advocate for someone—it’s be-
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Apartments
declared unsafe

SUSIE QUINN and
ELENA RARDON
Alberni Valley News

Port Alberni city council is
taking action on another “de-
plorable” property in town.

Council agreed during a
meeting on Monday, Nov.
23 to impose remedial action
requirements on the Winter-
green Apartments on Fourth
Avenue, across from the bottle
depot.

Manager of Community
Safety Gaylene Thorogood
said on Monday that the
property has been “in a state
of decline” for a number of
years and consumes resources
from various city services. The
property, she said, is negative-
ly impacting the community
and creating safety concerns
for residents and neighbours
alike.

The owners of the prop-
erty are Martin Chambers,
of Folded Hills Farm, and
Randy Brown. Another build-
ing owned by Chambers—the
Harbourview Apartments—
has already been slapped with
a remedial order.

Brown, meanwhile, has
owned the Wintergreen
Apartments for about five
years. Up until summer 2018
he co-owned Harbourview

Apartments with Martin
Chambers, and he still owns
Rack and Rally on Third Av-
enue as well as an empty lot
on the corner of Argyle Street
and Second Avenue, where
a commercial block burned
down several years ago.

| feel that no
one should
live in those
deplorable
situations.

— Cindy Solda

A more than 100-page re-
port includes photos, taken
over the course of a month,
of exposed wires and garbage
on the property of the Win-
tergreen Apartments. A few
illegal alterations have been
made to the building, with no
plumbing, electrical or struc-
tural permits.

The property is also home
to a number of trailers. Brown
began moving trailers in be-
hind the Wintergreen Apart-

Continued on A4
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SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

The Bread of Life will
reopen in December as a
daytime warming centre for
Port Alberni’s homeless pop-
ulation.

The centre on Third Ave-
nue has been closed to the
public since March, when
provincial COVID-19 re-
strictions came into effect.

The centre’s kitchen
has been headquarters
for meal-making for the
COVID-19 Response Team
since April, although the fa-
cility was closed to everyone
except for kitchen staff and
organizers. The kitchen will
continue to be used to make
the 400-500 meals that are
served daily via the Salvation
Army’s mobile kitchen truck.
Meals will not be available at
the Bread of Life—only 40
people will be permitted in
the warming centre at one
time, said spokesperson John
Edmondson. They are hop-

Alberni Valley News

John Edmondson, left, and Colin Minions from the Bread of Life are two of the team working to reopen the Third
Avenue facility as a warming centre. Nov. 20, 2020 (SUSAN QUINN/ Alberni Valley News)

ing to be able to offer coffee
to patrons, if the health in-
spector allows.

The warming centre will
not interfere with the kitch-
en; the public part will be

open from noon to 4 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays “until we can se-

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 A5

Bread of Life to open as warming centre

cure additional funding and
then we’ll be open Monday
through Friday,” BOL board
chair Colin Minions said.

He said the board would
like to see the warming cen-
tre open seven days a week,
“but I don’t foresee us get-
ting that kind of funding.”

Edmondson said the board
decided in late October to
go ahead with the warming
centre—about the same time
as a protest cropped up on
the grounds of Our Home on
Eighth shelter. Among other
things, protesters lamented
the fact there is no warming
centre open.

Edmondons and Salvation
Army Captain Michael Ram-
say hope the Bread of Life’s
warming centre will be open
by Dec. 1, depending on a
second health inspection.

Crews from RCF Painting
have been renovating the
main room and the room
formerly used as a pantry;
both will be used for seating.

The BOL is in the process
of hiring a manager and a
cleaner.

“It’s very complicated to
just (open a building),” Ed-
mondson said, explaining
why it has taken weeks to
get to this point.

Learning that a warm-
ing centre will open was
welcome news for Katrina
Kiefer, executive director of
the Canadian Mental Health
Association (CMHA) Port
Alberni branch.

“There has been a big vac-
uum in the community since
Bread of Life had to close,”
she said.

“People could go there and
get a meal prior to COVID
(meals are now delivered to
people every day at various
locations via the Salvation

Army’s mobile kitchen
truck).
“It has been a huge gap be-

cause people had no place to
go. I'm happy to hear they’re
opening.”

Low-barrier housing is a critical need in Port Alberni: Minions

Continued from Al
yond heartbreaking,” said Kiefer.

“There’s no magic wand. It’s
not even a system flaw...we can’t
force people. Watching someone
decline service is heartbreaking.”

Elles said her son doesn’t ap-
pear to want help. But she can’t
let it go. She has appealed to BC
Housing to have his name put
on a list for supportive housing,
and he apparently agreed to a
Vulnerability Assessment (VAT)
interview during one of his many
stints in jail, so his name is on a
list with a valid VAT.

Kiefer said the VAT is a scor-
ing system that helps outreach
workers know what a person’s
needs are for housing and where
anideal place would be for them.
The CMHA has two or three
workers who are on the streets

looking for people, assessing
their needs and asking if they
want help. There are a number of
professionals in town capable of
completing a VAT for candidates,
she added.

“Our homeless outreach work-
ers are out there all the time. We
ask the questions all the time, if
they need something from us.
We're not counsellors. If some-
body tells us they don’t want us
in their face, we’re respectful.”

She did not speak specifically
about Elles’ son—his identity
wasn’t given away—but said
there are a number of clients who
are considered hard to house,
and some of them don’t want
to stay in housing.

“If we can help keep him alive
so he can live long enough to

We have an
absolutely
clear need for
low-barrier
housing in our
community.

— Sharie Minions

make a different choice...there
will be someone there to listen.”
And to help, if Elles’ son accepts
1it.

BC Housing will “attempt to
meet an individual where they
are and assess the individual’s
needs,” a spokesperson with the
provincial body said. “This ap-
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Working toward solutions

FRI

proach aligns with BC Hous-
ing’s Homeless Outreach Pro-
gram...BC Housing follows
the Housing First model and if
there is the opportunity to place
an individual within the BC
Housing or partner housing
continuum, we will attempt to
do so based on available space.”
As of Sept. 30 in Port Alber-
ni there were 82 applicants on
the Supportive Housing Reg-
istry, and 97 supportive housing
units funded by BC Housing.
On Vancouver Island, according
to a BC Housing spokesperson,
there are 2,290 supportive hous-
ing applications and 1,818 sup-
portive housing units. Those do
not include housing subsidized
by other entities outside of BC
Housing.

08 MUVIES

DAY -SUNDA
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“We have an absolutely clear
need for more low barrier hous-
ing in our community,” says
Mayor Sharie Minions.

Municipal governments have
no power to compel a shelter
to accept everyone who needs
a roof over their head, nor is it
the Port Alberni Shelter Society’s
obligation to house every single
person in the community, she
said.

“Our power (as a council) is
advocacy and our power is in ex-
plaining the needs and reminding
BC Housing and other organi-
zations of the need.”

She said she is working behind
the scenes to bring the city’s
need for low barrier housing
to provincial decision-makers.
“There are some organizations

trying to put applications in to
the new federal housing fund
that has come forward that has
been facilitated through CHMC
(Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation),” she said.

“I’'ve been supporting those
conversations as well so any in-
terested non-profit organization
is aware that funding does exist.

“We’re hoping we will see some
new housing built in our com-
munity.”

That new housing can’t come
soon enough for Elles.

“We’re not supposed to give up
hope; I'm not giving up hope on
my son,” she said.

“What action do I take? Do
I watch this person die on the
street or do I ever get help? It’s
been four years.”
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Finding shelter from the storm

Search for housing a journey of false hope for father and son

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

Rain from a southeasterly storm is
whipping sideways as Tim Sutherland
Sr. sits at a picnic table at Harbour
Quay, the full fury of the storm at
bay behind plexiglass barriers for the
moment. Despite the weather, Suther-
land Sr. smiles.

“I can say it’s a beautiful morning
because my son finally has a roof over
his head,” he says.

His son, Tim Sutherland Jr., has |

been living in a trailer beside Randy
Brown’s Wintergreen Apartments on
Fourth Avenue for nearly a month.

Before that, the 35-year-old Ahousaht |
First Nation member had been part £

of the tent city outside the Our Home
on Eighth shelter.
Life hasn’t been easy for either fa-

ther or son. Sutherland Jr. has been |

living on his own or on the streets
for several years now. He deals with
both mental and physical challenges,
and he uses illicit drugs. Getting him
mental health help that he will accept
has been difficult. He cannot live at
home with his father, who lives in a
seniors’ complex, and all Sutherland
Jr. wants is a place of his own.

That hasn’t been an easy request.
Sutherland Jr. used to live in an apart-
ment at the Wintergreen, and was at
the Carlson Building when residents

face, he thinks of his son Tim Sutherland Jr., and wonders whether he is warm and dry. (SUSAN QUINN/ Alberni Valley News)

were evicted so the new owner could
renovate. He hasn’t received a call yet
to go back there.

“He thrives to be independent. He
wants to have his own place. There’s
been a lot of false hopes for my son,”
Sutherland Sr. said. He and Suther-
land Jr.’s siblings and other family

members look out for him as best as
they can, searching the streets for him
and buying him meals when they find
him.

“The whole system seems to be
against these people who are out on
the street.”

A month ago, Brown offered him

one of the trailers he brought onto
his property in a move, he says, to give
the hard-t0-house somewhere to get
out of the rain. Brown plans to have
asmany as 15 trailers or motorhomes
on his property, all hooked into power
from the apartment and to the city’s

Continued on A23

Tseshaht condemns actions of abusive customer

Tseshaht First Nation is condemn-
ing the actions of a customer at Tse-
shaht Market who reacted violently
to COVID-19 protection measures.

Earlier this month, a customer en-
tered Tseshaht First Nation Market
and Gas Bar on Highway 4 and began
to yell at staff and use obscenities. He
was objecting to the store’s COVID-
19 protection policy, where people
entering the store are required to
wear face masks and use hand san-
itizer. The male customer moved
toward a female staff member and,

at that time, male staff intervened
and escorted the customer out of
the store. Staff took pictures of his
car with their cell phones before he
drove away.

The next morning at approximately
5:30 a.m., a projectile was thrown at a
Tseshaht Market window, shattering
the window. From cameras, staff were
able to determine the same car was
involved. The matter was reported
to the police.

The Tseshaht First Nation Council
and Tseshaht Emergency Operations

Centre (EOC) released a statement
on Nov. 30, condemning this type of
behaviour.

“Had a market employee gone to
work early to open the market, there
could have been very serious injury,”
the press release states. “Tseshaht
Market is owned by the Tseshaht
First Nation and they have the right
to put COVID-19 prevention mea-
sures in place to protect their staff
and customers. People who do not
like the protection measures are free
to patronize another store.”

Tseshaht EOC Information Offi-
cer Hugh Braker said that Tseshaht
will not tolerate the abuse of staff
anywhere.

“There is no place for this type of
behaviour in a civilized society,” he
said. “Our staff and customers were
exposed to unruly behaviour and as-
sault. People must accept the measures
we are taking in our community to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 or
they can stay away. The Tseshaht EOC
stands with the staff of the Tseshaht
Market in condemning this violence.”

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 A3

Alberni
man
gets four
years

for sex
assaults

A Port Alberni resident
has received a four-year jail
sentence for multiple sexual
assaults.

In March 2019, Port Alberni
RCMP were made aware of a
suspect in the community who
had sexually assaulted several
people. As the investigation
progressed, RCMP discovered
that there were multiple vic-
tims and multiple locations
where the assaults took place.
Some of the victims were mi-
nors.

In May 2019, Colin Rob-
ert Hall-—40 years old at the
time—was arrested on these
new offences.

Hall was found guilty on
Oct. 23, 2020 in the Port Al-
berni Law Courts on multiple
counts of sexual assault and
received a four-year sentence.
He remains in custody.

“This complex and resource
intensive investigation iden-
tified multiple victims, some
who were minors at the time,
over many years and several
locations,” said the Port Al-
berni RCMP detachment’s
acting operations officer Sgt.
Peter Dionne in a press re-
lease. “The tireless and hard
work of the investigators sure-
ly had a bearing on the recent
conviction of the suspect. This
investigation stands as a tes-
tament to the dedication the
members of the detachment
have for safety and well-being
of the community.”
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Trailers unsafe,

Continued from A3
sewer line.

None of it is legal: he has
received numerous tickets for
contravening zoning bylaws,
building and fire codes. He has
been given 30 days by the City
of Port Alberni to remove the
trailers and complete a long list
of remediation to his building.

Sutherland Sr. is under no
illusion that the trailer where
his son resides with a friend
right now is a palace. But it’s
warm and it keeps him out of
the cold, wet weather. Know-
ing he is not sleeping rough
outdoors eases Sutherland Sr.’s
mind. “Since he’s been in that
trailer it’s the happiest I've seen
my son in years,” he said.

“Being in the trailer, it’s not
about drugs for him. He’s been
very clear-eyed. We host con-
versations both he and I can
relate to. I think that place is
doing him good—not only
him, I’'m happier.”

Sutherland Jr. is one of an
unknown number of people
living in the trailers on Fourth
Avenue.

Brad Broadbent moved
his small motorhome onto
Brown’s property two weeks
ago after he was asked to leave
the property next door. “This
was the only place I could go
where bylaw wouldn’t tow my
home away from me,” he said.
“Bylaw was threatening to take
my home away.”

Broadbent said he has lived
in the motorhome for four
or five months now. He has
parked it across the alley or in
the lot next to Brown’s proper-
ty, “just wherever I could put it
that wasn’t on the street. I was
playing the shell game, moving
it wherever I can.”

Broadbent said he began
living in the motorhome “be-
cause rent is too expensive and
I can’t afford it. I'm a single
guy, I work part time, I can’t
really afford an apartment. It
just seemed right to live in the
motorhome. It’s a place to live;

Alberni Valley News

Earlier this year Randy Brown built a fence around his property on Fourth

Avenue across from the bottle depot; he would like to build his fences
higher as he moves in trailers to provide housing for Port Alberni’s home-
less. (SUSAN QUINN/ Alberni Valley News)

COMINGUP

Port Alberni health-care
worker Lisa George has a
proposal that could provide
emergency shelter for the re-
maining people on the street
from the tent city protest. In
next week’s Alberni Valley
News, George will talk about
her compromise that will buy
stakeholders time to find a
more permanent solution,
while getting the city’s most
vulnerable population off the
streets as winter sets in.

I can’t get kicked out of it.”

“(Randy’s) giving me a place
where I'm safe. I can leave my
motorhome knowing it’s going
to be here when I get back,
it’s not going to get towed on
me. I can’t afford the fees if
it gets towed—I would lose
everything.”

He said he has a couple of
friends who spend nights with
him as well, to get out of the
weather. “It’s all we’ve got. A
lot of my friends are homeless
and they need somewhere to
be.”

The city is working with BC
Housing to find spots for peo-
ple who will be displaced if the
trailers are taken away. Officials
are calling on BC Housing to
open up more emergency hous-
ing for the city’s growing home-
less population.

“The people who live at this
site are at the forefront of our
thoughts while we take this ac-
tion,” Mayor Sharie Minions
posted on her Facebook page.
“I personally believe that every
person should have access to
safe, accessible and affordable
housing. While this housing
may be affordable, it certainly
does not meet the standard for
safety,” she wrote. “And while
we never want to see people
displaced from existing low
barrier housing, we cannot
knowingly allow people to live
where clear and imminent fire
and safety risk exists.

“Regardless of personal sit-
uation, no person in our com-
munity should ever have to live
in these conditions. Property
owners have a responsibility to
maintain and properly manage
their buildings to not get to
this point. The condition of
this property is simply unac-
ceptable in our community.”

Sutherland Sr. was not im-
mediately aware the city had
issued a remediation order on
Brown’s property that includes
removing the trailers within 30
days. “Where can they move
them to?” he asked. He wor-
ries that the 30-day deadline is
impossible for Brown to get the
work done, or to find housing
for people like his son.

“One month is right in the
heart of Christmas. Not a very
good Christmas if it happens
then.”
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4833 Johnston Rd - On tripadvisor
o 250-724-5794 - www.boomerangscafe.com
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Drinks/&Bites)1-4pm Everyday

DinneBuftet
Fri=Sun/4:30-8pm
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5023 Johnston Road
250:724-4032 Dincin:Delivery &

Take out

% 250-723-8641 10%offtake-outover$50
F ‘www.goldendragonbc.ca

Alberni Golf Club |

Open 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 6 days a week
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Fridays

RESTAURANT
WINTER SPECIALS

Dec 1,2020 to Feb 28, 2021

2 for 1
Steak Sandwich $25_00

with Fries

2 for 1
Seafood Crepes 8_005

with Garlic Toast

®0000cc00000000000000000000000000000000 0000

No Substitutes
6449 Cherry Creek Rd

250.723.7111
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The road to addiction recovery is long

Two organizations work on therepeutic recovery programs for Port Alberni

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

Two different organizations
are hoping to open therapeutic
recovery centres in the Alberni
Valley. It is the next piece in the
opioid dialogue, says John Doug-
las of the Port Alberni Shelter
Society. It will also help with the
homelessness issue, says Mark
Braunagel.

Douglas and Mark Brauna-
gel are both promoting plans
for long-term recovery centres,
saying short-term recovery op-
tions—which are few and far be-
tween—don’t breed success. Both
are working on separate plans:
Braunagel under the auspices
of the Alberni Valley Recovery
Center, and Douglas with PASS.

There is already one residential
recovery centre in the Alberni
Valley: Kackaamin Family De-
velopment Centre, which opened
in 2009 in the former Beaver
Creek School site. Kackaamin
(pronounced “cots-common’)
was an eight-million-dollar
development when it was first
announced, and includes 14
housing units and two youth
dormitories. When it was built
the facility was intended to pro-
vide housing for Indigenous
families at risk of homelessness
while at the same time offering
support services to family mem-
bers looking to overcome drug
and alcohol addictions.

Both Braunagel and Douglas
agree recovery needs to be a long-
term commitment.

Braunagel is critical of short
recovery programs such as one
offered in the Comox Valley that
is only 28 days. “That’s all they
get. Then they get a bus ticket
back to Port Alberni and they
have no place to go. They don’t
stand a chance of being sober
here. These guys don’t stand a
chance that they’re going to get
off (drugs).”

Clark Power, left, talks to residents of Wintergreen Apartments and trailers as he hands out clothing and hand warmers from LB Woodchoppers on Dec.
15, 2020. Power accompanied Mark Braunagel to the Fourth Avenue location as part of Braunagel’s work. (SUSAN QUINN/ Alberni Valley News)

Braunagel was born and raised
in Port Alberni. He lost his par-
ents at a young age, was a faller
in the forestry industry, and “I
found alcohol at a young age. It
was my crutch.”

He spends a lot of time sup-
porting Port Alberni’s vulnerable
community—holding clothing
drives to distribute warm cloth-
ing to people who are living on
the street, and checking in on
them to see what they might
need.

He said most people who are
on the street and in addiction
have suffered trauma and many
have post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD). “Ninety days isn’t
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‘ After Tim’s Trimming took over my pear tree pruning,
the pear skins are much thinner and the flesh
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Ninety days isn't
going to get
them sober...
they need long-
term treatment.

— Mark Braunagel

going to get them sober. It isn’t
going to fix these people’s PTSD;
they need long-term treatment.

“They need a two-year treat-
ment program where they have a
safe place to stay at after a 90-day
program.”

Braunagel has solicited letters
of support from the communi-
ty for a treatment centre that
models the Calgary Dream
Centre. Their addiction recov-
ery program is seven weeks,
and offers housing programs
too. Braunagel would like to
see a 30-bed centre open in Port
Alberni, paid for through pro-

vincial and federal funding that
offers a place to live, counselling
and education.

“It’s a formula I know works
because I went there myself,”
he said. “I was homeless on the
streets of Calgary about nine
years ago and someone told me
about the Calgary Dream Cen-
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tre. I went knocking on the door
and they let me in.”

Braunagel went to treatment
five different times to try and
kick his addiction, and knows
first hand that short-term treat-
ment programs aren’t suitable
for everyone. “Until I went to
a long-term treatment program
where I had time and support
of the treatment centre, I didn’t
stand a chance.”

“We know this is a big plan
with substantial costs attached
to it, but it’s something that is
desperately needed in the Alberni
Valley.”

John Douglas and the Port
Alberni Shelter Society also see

the value of a long-term ther-
apeutic recovery centre. Doug-
las has travelled to Europe and
researched different therapeutic
recovery models across North
America, hoping to bring the
concept to the Alberni Valley.

“We've done a lot of very seri-
ous research and visiting sites in
Utah, Salt Lake City and three
others in the United States that
are long-term models,” he said.
The shelter society received
$5,000 in matching funds from
the Victoria Foundation to assist
with their financial model. They
are looking at opening a facility
for women in the beginning, then
evolving to include all genders
and families as well.

Douglas spent time studying
San Patrignano, a therapeutic
community operating since 1978
near Rimini, Italy. He said the
supports in place are designed
to help people in addiction be
successful by offering mentor-
ship, safety and employment at
one of many social enterprises
on the site.

The idea for PASS is to use land
around the leased Port Alberni
Shelter Farm for the therapeutic
community. The farm is already
establishing itself as a social en-
terprise that would dovetail into
a therapeutic community.

COVID-19 has slowed prog-
ress on the PASS program, but
Douglas said they hope to set
up meetings with government
ministers in the new year.

The shelter society is hoping
philanthropic donors will see the
value in their plans and assist
with funding. “We'’re hoping to
get $2.5 million so we can acquire
the (Shelter Farm) property and
have some capital to move ahead
with it.

“Because it’s a long-term re-
covery program it’s a long-term
plan for sustainability and suc-
cess,” Douglas said.
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BC Housing hires contractor to review shelter

Review process could take weeks to complete, says BC Housing spokesperson

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

A review of the Port Alberni Shelter
Society is progressing, says a spokes-
person with BC Housing.

The provincial housing department
agreed to a review of the shelter fol-
lowing weeks of unproven allegations
and accusations against the shelter by
Graham Hughes, who ran unsuccess-
fully for MLA of Mid Island-Pacific
Rim in the recent provincial election.
Hughes and his supporters set up a tent
city on Island Health-owned property

in front of and beside Our Home on
Eighth shelter on Eighth Avenue.

The tent city was evicted on Friday,
Nov. 13; most of the tents were re-
moved and campers offered emergen-
cy housing at local hotels. However,
Hughes and others were back at the
edge of the property on Saturday,
Nov. 14.

A third-party contractor has been
hired to conduct an independent re-
view of concerns raised in relation
to the shelter society. “Due to the
concerns brought forward, it is im-

portant that the review be conducted
at arm’s length from BC Housing,”
the spokesperson said. “BC Housing
is committed to following up on all
concerns regarding the projects and
societies that we support.”

BC Housing contracts the Port
Alberni Shelter Society to run the
shelter. The review is expected to take
several weeks.

Hughes said Friday that the most
vulnerable people living in tents or
on the street don’t have weeks. He
wants the city to declare a state of

emergency to force action now.

“We didn’t want a tent city, and
we still don’t. But these people have
nowhere to go,” Hughes said.

“In order to respect the process, we
will not be commenting on the review
until it is complete,” the spokesper-
son said.

Because the provincial housing
department is still under an election
writ—the new government has not
yet been sworn in—no BC Housing
representative was available for a for-
mal interview.

Although Port Alberni’s Mayor
Sharie Minions supported a review
of the shelter by BC Housing, city
CAO Tim Pley said the city is unable
to comment on the process.

When the announcement was
made Oct. 30 that a review would
take place, Minions applauded BC
Housing’s decision and said the city
will support the review process “to
(ensure) that all voices in our commu-
nity have the opportunity to be heard,
especially those of our vulnerable
populations.”

Camp began as a protest against shelter

Continued firom Al

Port Alberni City Council. “We had
asked VIHA (Island Health) to deal
with the trespass issue,” city CAO
Tim Pley said Friday.

Campers and protesters had been
asked a week previously to end their
occupation after BC Housing agreed
to a review of the shelter. Pley said
they were then given notice that they
had to leave or would be evicted on
Friday.

“On Nov. 3, the City of Port Al-
berni informed Island Health that the
activity on the property constituted
a violation of multiple city bylaws
and advised that immediate action
was expected and required,” an Is-
land Health spokesperson wrote in
an e-mail to the Alberni Valley News.

“The city informed Island Health
that it would take enforcement action
if the property was not brought into
compliance.”

Hughes said evicting the campers
would not solve the problem. “If
they’re dispersed from here, they
have to go somewhere else. With
the Port Alberni Shelter Society not
housing these people, the big ques-
tion remains, where are these people
supposed to go?”

The Port Alberni Shelter Society
(PASS) contracts with BC Housing
and Island Health for its entities. The

Hy

Island Health workers, volunteers and occupants on Nov. 13, 2020 clean up a‘tent city’ in front of Our Home on Eighth shelter that has
been there since Oct. 23. (SUSAN QUINN/ Alberni Valley News)

PASS operates the multi-service shel-
ter on Eighth Avenue (Our Home on
Eighth), overdose prevention site on
Third Avenue and Bute Street, Phoe-
nix House low-barrier housing and
the sobering centre, and the Shelter
Farm.

Island Health contracts the shelter

society for the overdose prevention
site and four sobering assessment
beds, an Island Health spokesper-
son said. “Supporting the health-
care needs of those gathering on the
property has been our immediate
priority. Island Health’s Mental
Health and Substance Use team

has engaged those at the site to
assess health-care needs and con-
nect individuals with appropriate
agencies and services, as needed,”
the spokesperson said.

“Island Health is also supporting
the Canadian Mental Health Asso-
ciation, the City of Port Alberni and

If they're
dispersed from
here, they

have to go
somewhere else.

— Graham Hughes

BC Housing in their efforts to ad-
dress any identified housing needs.”

After the tents were dismantled on
Friday and property either put in the
garbage or storage, pylons were put
up around the site with signs warn-
ing people against trespassing, shel-
tering, camping or storing personal
effects on the property. Campers were
offered temporary shelter in local
hotels.

Hughes said he planned to keep
some kind of presence in front of
the shelter so the broader issues of
homelessness are not pushed aside.
By Saturday another open-sided tent
was set up on the edge of the Island
Health property and people were
trying to stay warm and dry around
a propane fire.
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