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Cpl. Desmond’s sister describes scene of triple murder suicide

Continued from page 1

“She told me, ‘Chantel, I love my daddy, but he’s angry a
lot,”” she said. “And I said, ‘Oh baby, it’s going to be okay.’”

Chantel explained she recognized her brother wasn’t
the same person he was when he returned home from the
war in Afghanistan as early as when the family went to
pick him up at the airport.

“Iremember the look in his eyes and I was like, ‘Whoa,’”
she said. “It was very dark and distant.”

Chantel recounted the car ride home from the airport,
and when her grandfather hit a small bump on the road
her brother became overly concerned with the seemingly
minor occurrence. He offered to drive and persisted to be
concerned over the road conditions for the remainder of
the drive.

She never pushed her brother for information on his
tour in Afghanistan, as she was intimidated by the fact
she didn’t know what was going on with her brother and
she didn’t want to cause a trigger while he was having a
“good day.”

He did confide in her about the time he was required to
shoot an individual to protect a child and also talked about
carrying the body parts of his fallen comrades.

“Sometimes you’d have to snap your fingers,” Chantel
said. “That’s when his eyes would go dark.”

As for his PTSD treatment, she said she believed “it
was complete bulls—,” highlighted by her argument pre-
scribing him medical marijuana wasn’t at all helpful and
he needed a more complex treatment for a more complex
disease.

After returning home from a short stint at an in-patient
treatment facility at the St. Anne’s Hospital in Quebec,
Chantel said when her brother first returned, he seemed
more like his old self, but after a few weeks he seemed to
deteriorate.

A deterioration that was occurring, she said, because he
wasn’t getting any treatment.

Chantel explained her brother’s family didn’t receive
any support from Veterans Affairs after he returned home
to Nova Scotia in 2016.

She recommended to the fatality inquiry that Veterans
Affairs should be required to provide more assistance to
the families of military members who are medically dis-
charged.

“As soon as a family member (in the military) gets a di-
agnosis, there should be a meeting to explain what is going

on,” Chantel said. “Develop a tool kit and set dates where
you can meet and discuss things. From a medical stand-
point, you need that. The family has to deal with it, so they
need to know how to do that.”

Desmond’s cousin, a retired warrant officer, testified an
easy measure that could avoid another tragedy would be
to give military personnel their health records before they
are medically discharged.

Albert (Junior) MacLellan suggested had Desmond re-
ceived his medical documents, in which he could have pro-
vided to his healthcare providers in his home community,
they would have known the true scope of his illness.

“So that (when) they can go home, see their family doc-
tor, they have somebody in the know. That could be a step
to keep this from ever happening again,” MacLellan said.
“Four people are dead because they didn’t make one sim-
ple step. One step, that’s all it takes.”

The 20-plus witnesses throughout the inquiry already
described how the use of different databases across gov-
ernment levels and departments prevented the sharing of
critical information.

Getting the proper medical documentation upon dis-
charge is crucial, MacLellan said, even though it’s all digi-
tal now. He himself had to wait 35 weeks for his own medi-
cal files when he was medically discharged.

“I was lucky that I had someone,” he said.

A member of the Canadian Armed Forces for 31 years,
a part of MacLellan’s role in the military was trying to re-
cruit more members of African Nova Scotia decent.

During one of those recruitment sessions, Desmond
asked him about whether he thought he should sign up.

MacLellan, who was a distant cousin of Desmond and
also very close to his grandfather, Wilfred Desmond, told
him with the Afghanistan conflict going on, if he wanted
to enlist he needed to ask himself whether he’d be “willing
to die.”

He testified he found out about the deaths when Des-
mond’s grandfather called him the night of Jan. 3, 2017.

MacLellan said that he became the family liaison with
the Canadian Armed Forces and was told that the Last
Post fund would only cover the cost of Cpl. Desmond’s fu-
neral.

“That wasn’t good enough,” he said. “There’s never been
a tragedy that’s been connected to the Canadian Armed
Forces as big as this one.”

When MacLellan protested and said that the family
would go public, he was told by a military representative
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that they’d figure something out.

Because of his three decade-long career in the military,
he was able to be a face that those in federal institutions
knew, he said, and was able to help the families at the same
time.

“I've always went through my life knowing that I owe
my people in my community something,” MacLellan said.
“I didn’t have the greatest childhood in Lincolnville, but
the Desmond family were one of the ones that if I was hun-
gry I got fed.”
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Richmond Villa has immediate openings in the
following position:

- Casual CCA’s

Please contact Gail Mackeigan at
gail.mackeigan@richmondvilla.ca
or 902-535-3030 Extension 225.
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Richmond Villa
Permanent Full Time Registered Nurse

Hours of Work: 80 or 84 hours biweekly

Qualifications:

- Graduate of an Accredited School of Nursing

- Current Licensing with the Nova Scotia College of Nurses, or the
ability to obtain

- Demonstrated ability to attend work on a regular and consistent
basis

- Current CPR

- Previous experience working in Gerontology an asset

- Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing an asset

- Alzheimer Disease and Other Dementia Care Course an asset

- Good communication & organizational skills

Wages: As per Collective Agreement — Richmond Villa & Nova
Scotia Nurses Union

Applications: Please submit to Director of Care quoting FT RN at
gail.mackekigan@richmondvilla.ca

Closing date: All applications should be received no later than
March 9th, 2021.
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SURPLUS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

The Town of Port Hawkesbury has the following
equipment for sale by tender:

Details pertaining to the equipment are as follows:
¢ ITEM “A”: Truck Box Rack with Hazard Lights

¢ ITEM ”"B”: Wheel Loader Tires

¢ ITEM “C”: Skid-steer Tires

¢ ITEM “D”: Boss 8'2” V-Plow (no controls or vehicle
hardware)

¢ [TEM “E”: Boss 8'2” V-Plow (no controls or vehicle
hardware)

The above noted equipment may be inspected By
Appointment Only at the Town of Port Hawkesbury
Public Works Garage at 29 Paint Street, Port Hawkesbury,
Nova Scotia. Tender forms are available online at
www.townofporthawkesbury.ca or at the Civic Centre
Administration Offices between the hours of 8:30am and
4:30pm. For further information and/or to set up an
inspection appointment you may contact Budd Williams
at 902-625-1975.

This equipment is being sold on an “as is, where is, as
of the day of sale” basis without warranty as to the
completeness or condition.

The deadline for bid submissions is 4:00pm on Thursday,
March 11, 2021.

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any and
all bids and to accept any quotations deemed to be in the
best interest of the Town. The Town of Port Hawkesbury
also reserves the right to waive any formality, informality,
or technicality in any proposal.

Jason MacMillan CET
Manager of Engineering & Public Works
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