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0Oak Bay High students

in front of a successful
bottle and can drive,
Saturday at Oak Bay High
for Tour de Rock Cops for
Cancer. See story on page
A3. (John Horwood Photo)

Looking back at the origins of the Oak Bay Marina

Travis Paterson
News Staff

This is the first segment in a three-part series
on the Oak Bay Marina and Turkey Head

Imagine a 150-foot long boardwalk along
the Turkey Head breakwater with a large pier
at the end where people could fish from and

throw crab traps. It would be something like
the Sidney pier.

That was one of the features in a 1991 proposal
from Bob Wright’s Oak Bay Marine Group that
won the right to lease the land, foreshore and
water that is known as Oak Bay Marina. It was
Wright who took over the old fishing lodge in
the late 1950s and turned it into what it is today.
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The lease for the Oak Bay Marina and park-
ing lot known as Turkey Head ends on Dec. 29,
2022. On Sept. 14, Oak Bay council approved
sending the request for proposals to the public.
RFP responses are due Nov. 30 and the new
lease will run 2023 to 2052.

In anticipation of that, the Oak Bay News has
undertaken a three-part series that revisits the
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origin and history of the marina and Turkey
Head, what’s there now, and what members of
the community wish to see there.

That boardwalk never happened, but it al-
most did, recalls Saanich Coun. Susan Brice,
who had been Oak Bay mayor just previous
to the proposal.
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