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Satellite photo
of Oak Bay
Marina in 2020.
The land and
water lease for
the marina come
up Dec. 29, 2022.
(Google Earth
Image)

@ Students share parking proposals

Continued Al

“I thought the pier would
have been a good recreational
addition for residents,” Brice
recalled recently, adding she
lobbied Wright to put it in his
proposal and the District of
Oak Bay to include it. “Even
though we’re next to the water,
and surrounded by it, people
are still limited by opportuni-
ties. There’s people who fish
off the golf course, there’s peo-
ple who would use it.”

Brice admitted the big winds
that frequent that channel
would be a challenge. Perhaps
that’s why it never material-
ized. Nonetheless, the Oak Bay
Marine Group’s proposal was
accepted back then, dated Jan.
1, 1993.

At the time, the aquatic
portion was signed off by the
Ministry of Environment,
Lands and Parks, which is now
the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change Strategy.
Oak Bay leases the land which
houses dozens of ‘fingers’ and
hundreds of slips.

It’s expected that the Oak
Bay Marine Group will submit
a new proposal but the outfit
can not speak during the RFP
process said their chief oper-

ating officer Brook Castelsky.

This past fall a group of ar-
chitecture students from Clem-
son University flew to Victoria
to share their proposals on how
to better use the ample parking
space of Turkey Head. Their
presentations were shared with
a group of architects and place-
making advocates in a charette
(a relaxed group setting which
includes a conversational ques-
tion-and-answer discussion
period).

Key to the students’ presen-
tations was considering things
like the housing crisis and the
frequent users of the parking
lot, which includes local film
Crews.

The local film ‘circus,” the
term for their trucks and trail-
ers, was the biggest user of the
Oak Bay Marina parking lot
in 2019. Movie crews used the
space for 28 days in 2019. At
$500 per day, it raised a total
of $14,000 that supports the
District of Oak Bay’s Arts and
Culture programs and events,
said Steve Meikle, manager
of Oak Bay’s Recreation and
Cultural Services.

Typical pre-COVID stays
for the film crews were three
to eight days, Meikle added.

The Clemson students de-
signed functional creations,
said Kristina Leach, an Oak
Bay resident on the Commu-
nity Association of Oak Bay
board. Leach has a PhD in ar-
chitectural history and is an af-
filiated faculty fellow with the
Christopher C. Gibbs College
of Architecture at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. Students
considered factors such as
the frequent walkers to Tur-
key Head, the importance of
parking, and many assumed
a redevelopment there could
further accommodate the film
circus while enhancing the lot.

While the Turkey Head space
is not part of the land and
foreshore leased to Oak Bay
Marina, the RFP combines
the two, which could open
part of Turkey Head to a use
beyond that of car parking.
In 2018, the Community As-
sociation of Oak Bay with the
Greater Victoria Placemaking
Network held a charette at
Turkey Head. They gathered
ideas, including public feed-
back throughout the 2017 Oak
Bay Night Markets.

Look for Part 2, a history of

Oak Bay Marina, next week.
reporter@oakbaynews.com

Smoke fills Oak Bay Avenue coffee shop

Jane Skrypnek
News Staff

Police and fire crews responded to heavy
smoke in an Oak Bay Avenue coffee shop Tues-
day afternoon.

Gord Taylor, battalion chief of the Victoria
Fire Department, said the department was called
in around 12:10 p.m. for a report of smoke com-
ing out of a second floor balcony. When crews
arrived they found heavy black smoke coming
from a vent in the exterior of the building.

Crews extinguished the smoke and entered the
Good Earth coffeehouse through the building’s
parkade. There, they found an electrical issue
in the storage room’s false ceiling.

There was smouldering but no flames. There

will be some water and electrical damage but
Taylor said it’s too early to estimate the cost
of the damage.

Skylar Clysdale, a lash technician at Hush
Lash Studio, said she smelled smoke but
thought it was construction workers paving
a nearby road.

“All of the sudden the construction workers
ripped open the door and said, ‘I think you’re
on fire,”” she recalled, adding that she and
other employees saw smoke coming from the
ledge of the Good Earth Coffeehouse, which
has been closed for a number of months due
to COVID-19.

Apartment residents above the café said con-
struction workers yelled from below for them
to exit the building.



