
This is Part Two of a three-part 
series on the Oak Bay Marina and 
Turkey Head

Before settlers, the shores along 
what is now known as Oak Bay 
bustled with canoes as the Indige-
nous Lekwungen speaking people 
of the area sustainably thrived in 
villages there for thousands of 

years.
The 1840s establishment of Fort 

Victoria slowly impacted the area. 
In 1851, the Hudson Bay Company 
sold its first section of the Victoria 
ward to HBC’s John Tod. By the 
1890s much of (what would be) 
Oak Bay was sought after and de-
velopment was underway.

It wasn’t until the construction 
of the Mount Baker Hotel in 1893 
that Turkey Head became a regular 

boat launch.
Guests needed activities and 

those were golf, sailing, fishing 
and crabbing. The Baker hotel is 
said to have built a small boathouse 
near Turkey Head of which there 
is little evidence. 

Then came the 1902 fire that de-
stroyed the Mount Baker hotel. In 
1908, the owners of  a new Oak 
Bay Hotel at Beach Drive and 
Windsor Drive (later known as 

the Old Charming Inn) had Sam 
McClure design a boathouse on 
piles that was capable of hosting 
guests. One report says it was built 
on the Orchard Avenue side of Tur-
key Head and moved to the other 
side, where the marina currently 
stands, in 1915.

Inside, the boathouse represented 
a hunting lodge, with rifles hung 
over a stuffed deer head.
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Tour de Rock alumni 
riders enter onto Oak 
Bay High’s field to hear 
how much the school has 
raised. See story on Page 
A5. (Jane Skrypnek)
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Boat launch came to Turkey Head in 1890s
Travis Paterson
News Staff
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Buying or selling in Oak Bay? Give me a call. Area specialization does make a difference! Royal Le Page Coast Capital Realty

tomf@vreb.bc.ca 250-893-5800
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This wonderful family home built in the early 1900s exudes
all the charm and character of its vintage, while offering
substantial upgrades. With generous proportions in all
the rooms, 5 plus bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, high ceilings
(10.5ft) gorgeous mouldings, and abundant windowsills
combine for something truly special. The home is situated
on a very private 114’x121’ lot (.32 acre) ideally located
in walking distance to the village, beaches, parks and
schools. A classic home offered at $2,139,000

https://albionmanor.ca/

https://homesatbakerview.com/

https://crozierandmarchant.com/250.744.3301

Albion Manor $799,900 - $949,900
4 Strata Units Available In This Beautiful Character Conversion at
224 Superior St. Visit AlbionManor.ca for more information.

Homes at Bakerview $1,049,900 - $1,495,000
Visit HomesatBakerview.com for more information on this exciting 17 home
development! Open house every Saturday from 1pm-3pm at 9250 Bakerview Close.

2631Margate Ave. $2,095,000
New Custom Home in South Oak Bay.
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