
Outside, the waters off  Oak 
Bay were plumb with life and 
boaters pulled up to the dock 
with traps full of  crabs and 
baskets full of salmon.

It opened, on May 16 of 
1908 with a festive celebra-
tion that drew hundreds and 
featured a motorboat regatta. 
It was a new phenomenon then 
and was a major tenant of the 
boathouse. The race ran from 
Victoria’s Inner Harbour to 
Turkey Head. The Daily Col-
onist write-up on the next day 
was all-consumed with the 
phenomenon of the motorboat 
as it paralleled the motor car 
though in its 50th anniversary 
edition on Dec. 13, the Daily 
Colonist mentioned the Oak 
Bay Boat Club in its write-up 
on the two-year-old District 
of Oak Bay.

“Built with some hesitation 
as to whether ‘outsiders’ would 
much patronize its half  dozen 
hiring craft, it proved to be 
quite in sufficiently supplied to 
meet the demand that sprang 
into light at once and there is 
no doubt that next year will 
see quite a fleet kept constantly 
busy in the ways of pleasure.”

At some point fairly early 
in its existence, the boathouse 
became district property and 
was leased by several operators 
into the late 1950s.

Vic Hurst, a local boat-
man who immigrated from 
England, took over the still 
primitive fishing lodge in 1949 
with the air of post-war indus-
try. According to the Oak Bay 
Leader Hurst brought some 
improvements to the boat-
house and business.

Hurst’s biggest gift is like-
ly an extension of the small 
breakwater there at the time. 
The appetite to harbour more 
boats began to grow.

By the late 1950s Bill Faith, 
an Irish immigrant, was the 
boathouse lessee and also had 
big ideas for a marina.

Making it happen wasn’t 
easy. Early dissidents opposed 
how a new building would 
obscure the view. It took the 
ambition and talents of Bob 
Wright to string it all together.

Wright was a larger than life 
personality who started in the 

news business in Edmonton 
before moving to Victoria, en-
amoured by the Island’s hunt-
ing and fishing. He was a pas-
sionate fisher and national ad 
man for F. P. Publishing in the 
early 1960s when he financially 
backed the new project with 
Pacific Piledriving president 
Tom Blackwood and Faith.

Wright calmed residential 
concerns about obstructing the 
view when pressed by the Oak 
Bay Leader, the community 
newspaper of note.

“The new building will have 
no greater height than the 
present boathouse; and it has 
been moved as far out on the 
head as possible,” Wright said. 
“There will be no obstruction, 
and, in fact, the view will be 
much more pleasant than it 
is now.”

The project was big enough 
that on April 17, 1962, the 
District of  Oak Bay held a 
referendum that earned a 92.1 
per cent approval by voters, 
far surpassing the 60 per cent 
minimum required.

But there was more. The 
provincial and federal gov-
ernments also played key roles 
in agreeing to expand Turkey 
Head and dredging the ma-
rina. Endless truckloads of 
eight to 10 tonnes of  stone 
came from Ten Mile Point 
to extend the breakwater 700 
feet. The federal government 
approved the extensive break-
water in 1959 which really 
opened Wright’s eyes to the 
possibility of a major marina, 

said current Oak Bay Mayor 
Kevin Murdoch.

Wright convinced Oak Bay 
to make it a 30-year lease to 
amortize the $450,000 expen-
diture.

“There was controversy, even 
then,” Murdoch said. “Protest-
ers tried to stop it.”

Murdoch’s grandfather 
George was the town reeve 
(mayor) at the time and wrote 
about the development in his 
unpublished memoir. After a 
year of negotiation between 
Oak Bay council and Wright, 
George Murdoch thought it 
would never happen.

“I said I would try to get ap-
proval from the government to 
grant a 30-year lease, so in No-
vember I arranged a meeting, 
jointly, with the Ministers of 
Lands and Forests, Municipal 
Affairs, Recreation and Con-
servation, together with their 
deputies and the Legislative 
Counsellor, Ian Horne. The 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Black, said ‘That is the simple 
answer and it will be done.’ Ray 
Williston, Minister of Lands 
said he would recommend that 
a 30-year lease be granted for 
the foreshore rights, to coin-
cide with the land lease ten-
ure. Thus the way was cleared 
for the project to go ahead, 
subject to the consent of the 
ratepayers.”

The geotechnical integrity 
and stability of Turkey Head 
was recently surveyed for those 
interested in submitting pro-
posals on the future of the site.

With the 1962 construction 
of  Oak Bay’s first and only 
10-storey building, the Rud-

yard Kipling condo at Beach 
and Windsor, and the subse-
quent completion of the ma-

rina, the traditional Oak Bay 
landscape was revamped.
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Referendum showed overwhelming support for marina

Two boys stand on the boat launch of Queen’s Park with the Samuel 
Maclure-designed Oak Bay Boat House in the background (current site of 
Oak Bay Marina), circa 1950. (Courtesy of Oak Bay Archives 1994-006-001)
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2020 Community Giving Campaign
Join Us in Changing Lives with Your Donation Today

For 43 years, Oak Bay Volunteer Services Society has been providing free services
and programs to those in need in our community. Our commitment to serve has
not wavered during the COVID-19 pandemic as seniors and individuals with health
vulnerabilities depend on our support more than ever before. Through operational
innovation, steadfast dedication and the implementation of health and safety
protocols, we continue to deliver services to help maintain the health, independence,
and well-being of many of your neighbours during this unprecedented time.
But we can’t do it without you.

info@oakbayvolunteers.org • www.oakbayvolunteers.org • (250) 595-1034

Every dollar you donate makes an impact. OBVS donors help support:

Donate today at www.oakbayvolunteers.org/donate or look for our
donation envelope in the October 29th edition of the Oak Bay News.

Drives to critical medical
appointments

Walks which improve
physical and mental health

Companionship through
phone calls to mitigate the

effects of isolation

Programs for seniors
to assist with

independent living

Delivery of groceries,
fresh meals and

essential medication

Seeking your support in a pandemic election Roxanne believes in:
• Reducing the burden on all British Columbians through a PST holiday that will
provide immediate relief for families and struggling small businesses

• Immediately issuing a public safety order ending 24/7camping in parks while
ensuring full supportive care is inplace for those facing homelessness, mental
health and addictions

• Amending the Speculation Tax to target property flipping and foreign buyers
rather than non-speculating British Columbians

www.roxannehelme.com
250-598-9968
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Oak Bay Gordon Head


