
This is the final segment in a three-
part series on the Oak Bay Marina and 
Turkey Head

One of  the biggest questions that 
stood out in the Community Associa-
tion of Oak Bay’s community consulta-
tion about Turkey Head in the summer 
of 2017 was the parking lot.

Expanded in the early 1960s to ac-
commodate visitors to Oak Bay Marina 
and later, Sealand of the Pacific, the 
area is one of Oak Bay’s most prized 
pieces of ocean-side real estate. Many 
of the responses suggested other uses 
for Turkey Head.

“A significant portion of the site is 
devoted to parking areas created for 
the historical Sealand of the Pacific 
facility, which now is seldom used to 

full capacity,” said the report.
“Free parking, underused, often 

empty, is what most of  it is,” added 
Kristina Leach of the CAOB.

Oak Bay isn’t alone in dedicating 
oceanfront land to parking. Victoria’s 
Clover Point – a constant spot for kites 
as well as the home of Shakespeare by 
the Sea – and Ship’s Point have made 
for memorable festival destinations.

The 2017 public charettes were held 
in partnership with the Greater Victoria 
Placemaking Network. Members did 
a walkabout of  Turkey Head, notes 
in hand.

“We’ve been talking about this for 
30 years,” said Rick Marshall of the 
CAOB. “It’s such a prime spot histor-
ically. Turkey Head is a nexus.”

One option is to install a public wash-
room facility and enhance the natural 
landscape along Turkey Head that was 

paved over, said CAOB member and 
marine wildlife advocate Jacque Sirois. 
Moreover, Sirios says the (pre-COVID) 
tourism industry was hard on 
the sensitive ecosytem of Cattle 
Point. And Turkey Head could 
help alleviate that.

“Cattle Point needs a break 
from the amount of visitors 
there,” Sirois said. “This could 
draw the tourism buses away 
from Cattle Point. Tourism 
is thrashing it. People are 
peeing on rare native flow-
ers there.”

Looking back at Turkey 
Head’s design, there were 
other options overlooked, 
Sirois noted.

“There never was any real 
design,” he said. “They just 
dumped fill until it was a 

parking lot. It could have tidal pools 
and be a lot greener, and welcoming to 
native habitat.”
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Community sees untapped potential in Turkey Head
Travis Paterson
News Staff

Oak Bay Mayor Kevin 
Murdoch on the break-
water that extends 
from Turkey Head 
and protects the Oak 
Bay Marina. (Travis 
Paterson/News Staff)

Sculpture 
coming to 
lookout
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News Staff

The sculpture featuring 
the figure of a woman ris-
ing from the Salish Sea, 
that presided on Oak Bay 
Avenue last year, will per-
manently overlook the Sal-
ish Sea.

Oak Bay council has ap-
proved installation of the 
former Arts Alive sculp-
ture, the Winds of  Time, 
in the parking area of King 
George Terrace lookout.

The Linda Lindsay sculp-
ture was purchased by an 
anonymous donor with a 
goal of installing it on King 
George Terrace, said Mayor 
Kevin Murdoch.

The donor funded 
$18,000 for the sculpture 
and an additional $3,000 
for the city to install it.

Last year council tussled 
in its effort to approve the 
Sea Lore sculpture when an 
anonymous donor wanted 
to commission and install 
a marine-inspired sculp-
ture along the Oak Bay 
beach between Haynes and 
Queens’ Park. It was ulti-
mately referred to a public 
hearing but never made it 
after the donor withdrew 
the offer.
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