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My Thoughts 
Exactly

By Jim Dumville

Jim Dumville is a resident of Woodstock, 
a passionate journalist, and the man-
aging editor of the River Valley Sun. 

The evil menace to the south

Those familiar with this column know I 
often share personal memories, influ-

ences and perspectives. My upbringing  
provides the basis for my worldview. My 
parents raised me to believe compassion, 
empathy, and kindness should be at the 
heart of everyone’s day-to-day decision-
making process  – particularly for local, 
national, and world leaders.

Leaders fuelled by a commitment to the 
greater good, unfortunately, are becoming 
an endangered species. The power of the 
people, which once drove democracy, is 
being replaced by an uninhibited pursuit 
of personal power. Yet, as I watched the 
continuous erosion of integrity and humil-
ity among those who control the levers of 
power, I always believed there would be a 
line even they wouldn’t cross to undermine 
the basis of their country’s democratic 
principles.

No such line has ever existed for the 
evil menace to our south. President Don-
ald J. Trump is a threat to his country and 
the world. While no American president 
and few world leaders in any era reached 
the level of incompetence, callousness 
and unfiltered narcissism Trump displays, 
he is not the source of the disease, but the 
result of a long-festering malignancy.

Trump could not inflict the pain on his 
country and the world on his own. He lacks 
the critical-thinking skills and knowledge 

of geopolitics or history to accomplish his 
evil deeds without his loyal accomplices. 
Trump’s Republican followers defend and 
even enable the president’s incompetence 
to protect their own political and financial 
interests. Of even greater danger, Trump 
has become the useful idiot of totalitarian 
leaders like Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

While I doubt Putin particularly likes 
Trump, he loves that he can manipulate 
him with such ease. Saudi Arabian lead-
ers love that Trump and his family can 
easily be made fall in line by merely wav-
ing money, glitz and glamour under their 
noses. Even totalitarian regimes in nations 
like Iran and North Korea, who hate both 
Trump and America, appreciate the fact 
that in a battle of political wits, the Ameri-
can president is unarmed. However, Iran, 
North Korea, China and all American allies 
understand the grave danger of Trump’s 
combination of incompetence, volatility 
and easy manipulation to their respective 
nation’s long-term security.

How do allies like Canada, Germany, 
Japan, South Korea and all NATO coun-
tries deal with Trump’s irrational actions? If 
they point out the sheer stupidity of some of 
his decisions or respond in a typical diplo-
matic fashion, they risk releasing Trump’s 
inner problem child. America’s 45th presi-
dent takes everything as a personal attack 
and cannot grasp the complexity of world 
diplomacy and economics.

This month, Trump’s decision to once 
again place tariffs of Canadian aluminum 
is the latest example of the delicate dance 
forced upon world leaders as they re-
spond.  Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 
Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland 
must forcefully respond to the unwarranted 
tariffs without igniting a toddler-style tan-
trum, which could inflict serious harm on 
both nations’ economies. Their best hope 
is to keep rhetoric below the boiling point 
and hope American industry leaders and 
rational Trump confidants, if any remain, 
can convince the president the tariffs are 
not in his personal best interest. After all, 
Trump’s consistency is to take action only 
when he’ll personally benefit. 

Despite almost four years of Trump 

showing he is intellectually, morally and 
psychologically unfit for office, the worst 
president in American history could win 
re-election in November. The political 
polarization in the U.S., combined with a 
ruthless effort to cloud every issue with 
conspiracy theories and fan the flames of 
intolerance and bigotry, helps Trump re-
markably maintain reliable support from 
more than one out of three Americans. If 
he can’t win the vote, Trump and his sup-
porters are hellbent on destroying the 
election system. Or, he may ignore the 
election results and refuse to leave the 
White House.

Before sitting down to write this col-
umn, I shared on social media a brilliant 
analysis by Wade Davis, the Leadership 
Chair in Cultures and Ecosystems at Risk 
at the University of British Columbia. In a 
remarkable piece for Rolling Stone, Da-
vis’s “The Unraveling of America” detailed 
the likely decline of the American empire 
in the wake of the Trump presidency and 
his brutal failure to deal with the COVID-19 
crisis.

It’s a must-read for those who recog-

nize the danger of Trump. It’s an even 
more important read for those who, de-
spite all evidence to the contrary, continue 
to support the disgraced president.

Where does American stand today? 
Davis includes a couple of quotes from 
across the Atlantic, which encapsulates a 
growing worldview of Trump’s America.

Fintan O’Toole, a columnist with Dub-
lin’s Irish Times, wrote in April, “the United 
States has stirred a very wide range of 
feelings in the rest of the world: love and 
hatred, fear and hope, envy and contempt, 
awe and anger. But there is one emotion 
that has never been directed towards the 
U.S. until now: pity.”

Davis also shared a quote from British 
writer Nate White, who I believe aptly cap-
tures Donald J. Trump in two sentences.

“There have always been stupid peo-
ple in the world, and plenty of nasty people 
too. But rarely has stupidity been so nasty, 
or nastiness so stupid.”

Letter to the Editor

With my 30 years of experience work-
ing in the human rights field, I would 

like to offer my understanding of systemic 
racism. 

In 1604 when the white European 
terrorists arrived in our homeland, they 
brought their practice of systemic racism 
through their “white is right” and “might is 
right” world view, thinking, and attitude.

With this kind of thinking, one creates 

the idea of “others.”
The epitome and embodiment of sys-

temic racism is the Indian reservation sys-
tem. 

The Indian reservation serves to con-
fine the Indian, control the Indian, colo-
nize the Indian, and terrorize the Indian. 

Going hand in hand in with Indian res-
ervations are many laws enacted by the 
WETs for Indians only. 

Understanding systemic racism

Despite efforts to limit reading Trump’s social media posts, I find myself inundated, and 
can’t seem to turn away. On the positive side, those posts led me to brilliant articles like 
one by University of British Columbia’s Wade Davis for the Rolling Stone. It’s a detailed, 
sometimes frightening analysis of where the U.S. is heading. (Jim Dumville photo)

For example, the Indian Scalp Act, the 
Indian Reservation Act, the Indian Act, the 
Indian Residential Schools Act, the Indian 
Woman Sterilization Act, are but a few. 

This reservation system and the many 
different laws are all immoral, illegitimate, 
unethical, and illegal.

One only has to know that it is one 
segment of the Canadian population (the 
Indian) who are confined to reservations 

and have white laws to control their lives 
from the cradle to the grave to see that 
the Indian reservation system is systemic 
in its racism.

All My Relations,

Dan Ennis
Traditional Elder
Tobique First Nation
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