
Dear adjudicating committee,

Jackie Hong published this story under extremely difficult circumstances. She became 
aware of the issue through Charabelle Silverfox’s lawyer, who told Jackie one of her 
incarcerated clients was pregnant. When Charabelle gave birth and wasn’t allowed 
visitation with her baby, Jackie reached out to Jenny and sent Charabelle a letter, 
asking if she wanted to talk. 

Jackie visited Charabelle in the Whitehorse Correctional Centre three times — the first 
time to meet and build trust, and then two more times after Charabelle decided she 
wanted to share her story.

To interview during the pandemic, Jackie had to schedule visits in advance and was 
only allowed to meet with Charabelle for an hour at a time. The Correctional Centre tried 
to force both Jackie and Charabelle into signing a release form allowing officers to 
record all their conversations and use it as evidence against Charabelle in court. Jackie 
said no.

Jackie also negotiated with the Correctional Centre superintendent to allow the visits to 
take place. The superintendent was cagey and reluctant to allow a reporter to visit an 
inmate.

It also took several rounds of communication with the Yukon Department of Justice to 
confirm basic information — including the existence of a pregnant inmate in the 
Correctional Centre.

Finally, Jackie negotiated with the Correctional Centre to allow a photo of Charabelle to 
be taken for the story. Before this story, the jail’s media access policy only allowed 
reporters to attend with a notebook and pencil. Jackie convinced the correctional centre 
to change their entire media access policy, which stands to this day. Reporters are now 
allowed cameras and recorders while visiting inmates.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Plonka
Editor
Yukon News


