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(Queen Street open to walk

Town council closes street to vehicles for weekends starting Canada Day,
business owners say it wasn’t a good time to gauge impact on community

Queen Street closed to traffic on Wednesday, as the first part of a pilot program to see if shutting the street down to
cars is viable for the future, to encourage social distancing and support downtown businesses. RICHARD HARLEY

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Canada Day was the first
trial run of closing Queen
Street to vehicles to allow
pedestrian traffic on the
street.

The afternoon saw
people using the street, but
some store owners say the
national holiday is not a
good representation of how
the closure will affect busi-
nesses and residents.

Maureen Dickson, owner
of Irish Design and a Sim-
coe Street resident, said
Canada Day is so unique
that it isn’t valid for a test
run and that things would
be clearer during the next
couple of weekends of the
pilot project.

Queen Street will be
closed on weekends now
until July 19 as part of a
project organized by the
town in conjunction with the
Chamber of Commerce. It
will be open to pedestrians

only, from King to Victoria
Street. Access to essential
businesses like the post of-
fice and Valu-mart will not
be affected.

So far, Dickson is not
supportive of the closure,
she said during an interview
Wednesday.

|
It’s not a normal
process, but 1
guess these aren’t
normal times.”

GARY BURROUGHS
NOTLTOWN COUNCILLOR

She said she saw people
driving around frustrated
trying to find parking
spaces.

“On Simcoe Street this
morning I would say prob-
ably up until about one
o’clock there’s a lot of con-
fusion, people trying to find
a place to park,” she said.

“I think it’s the same on

the other side of Queen
Street. People have been cir-
cling, trying to find places
to park. ‘Cause I haven’t
seen anyone actually find a
spot in a couple of hours.”

She said by mid-afternoon
the traffic had died down
a bit and a lot of cars were
headed out of town to-
ward the Niagara Parkway.

Prideaux Street resident
Elaine Bartolini said she
thinks visitors are getting
frustrated.

“We almost got hit by a
car because the guy didn’t
even stop,” she said.

Dickson said as far as
helping business, it’s also
too early to know.

“It’s hard to say because
this morning it was busy
in the store, which in the
morning it can be, and then
the middle of the day has
been very, very quiet. So
we’re hoping that in the eve-
ning it will pick up a little
bit,” she said.

“And it’s hard to say what

happened today. It’s Canada
Day, as I said before, and on
Canada Day there’s more
people in town, so we would
expect more sales. But [
don’t think it’s symptomatic
of the street being closed.”

Dickson said she’s not in
favour of the closure at all,
even if businesses were able
to expand on to the street.

She said typically, as
is common at the Peach
Festival, the street just looks
like a “flea market” and
businesses tend to bring out
old merchandise that isn’t
selling anyway.

It also prevents people
from going into the shops
and seeing the full inven-
tory, and typically, she said
the Peach Festival doesn’t
do the stores any favours.

Scottish Loft owner
Simon Bentall also said he
doesn’t think Canada Day
is a good time to judge the
outcome of the closure.

Continued on Page 3
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Stuart McCormack
resigns from council

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

After just 19 months into
a four-year term, Stuart Mc-
Cormack is resigning from
Niagara-on-the-Lake town
council and stepping down
from his committee posi-
tions, The Lake Report has
learned.

Late Wednesday, Mc-
Cormack, a first-time
councillor, emailed the
paper a copy of a letter sent
to fellow councillors late
Wednesday. It is unclear yet
how he will be replaced.

He said he thinks the
“direction council is taking”
does not allow him to “ap-
propriately represent the in-
terests” of the residents who
put their trust in him, or to
“contribute to the future of
our community as I hoped
and expected.”

His letter doesn’t explain
what specific council direc-
tions he objects to. McCor-
mack was criticized in re-
cent weeks after he refused
to sign a letter issued by
town officials denouncing

Continued on Page 12

Town to help
province
with COVID
testing for
farm workers:
Erwin Wiens

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

The Town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake is going
to do whatever it can
to help ensure all mi-
grant farm workers in
NOTL are tested for
COVID-19, Coun. Erwin
Wiens says.

The decision to test all
farm workers comes from
the province, after an an-
nouncement by Premier
Doug Ford on Monday.

There have been no
outbreaks of COVID-19

on NOTL farms. Workers
at one farm in St. Catha-
rines tested positive and
hundreds of farm workers
in southwestern Ontario
have been infected. At least
three have died.

The municipality is work-
ing to assist public health
officials to set up testing,
“just to make sure that we
can do everything we can
to keep everybody safe,”
Wiens said in an interview
Tuesday.

He said he thinks the

Continued on Page 6
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reopen building, walking tours
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Residents and visitors
will soon be able to plan
museum visits in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Officially operating under
its new name, the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Museum will
be open to the public as of
July 14.

Museum hours will be 10
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Tues-
days, Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays.

Previously operating
as the Niagara Historical
Society & Museum, the
facility opens not only with
a new name, but with new
guidelines and procedures
in place to maintain a safe
environment for visits.

“We’re asking visitors to
maintain physical distanc-
ing, follow directional
arrows and we’re limiting

time and number of visitors
inside the museum,” man-
aging director/curator Sarah
Kaufman said.

The museum is follow-
ing provincial guidlines
to reopen and maintain-
ing sanitization schedules
for high-touch areas and
bathrooms.

“We want our members
and visitors to have a re-
laxed experience when they
come here,” Kaufman said,
“but we’re also making sure

that safety is paramount, for
them and our staff.”

Walking tours with the
museum are also set to
resume July 18, with limited
group sizes and new routes
planned to avoid high-traffic
areas in Old Town Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

“So, let’s all meet again,
and preferably wearing
masks,” Kaufman said, “but
in the words of Vera Lynn’s
iconic song, let’s keep smil-
ing through.”

NOTL farm workers to be tested

Continued from Front Page

testing will be done in
“short order.”

“I think the province
wants it done in the next
few days,” Wiens said.

“As we speak, we'’re
working on it.”

He said right now he’s
working as a “liaison be-
tween the farmers and the
different agencies and the
town as a councillor.”

Wiens, who operates a

farm in NOTL, said it’s
unclear how the testing
will be conducted, but that
it would likely require the
use of town facilities.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero

Farm workers in NOTL will be tested for COVID. FILE

echoed Wiens’ comments,
noting that the testing is
being done by public health
officials, but that the town
will assist with testing in
any way it can.

Community snaps
Legion opens up to members
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Patrick Dowd, Mark Gaspich and Jim Brunton enjoy th
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the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 124. JESSICA MAXWELL
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e newly opened patio Thursday at

Pig Roast supports museum

Demitri Zakharchenko and Adam Sheridan of Pig Out prepare roast pig for a pop-up
barbecue in support of Trinity Lutheran Church. JESSICA MAXWELL

OPINION:

Dear editor:

Recent articles on the
lord mayor’s activities and
council’s decisions are con-
founding to many I am sure,
and difficult to understand
for others.

A heritage municipal tax
rebate, for example, can be
simple.

The owner of a heritage-
designated building should
apply and benefit from the
proposed rebate.

No other interest should
benefit from the pro-
gram and the building’s

designation is the important
criteria, not whether it is
residential or commercial,
nor restricted to a specific
area in the community.
Much of the program
as described is unworthy
of those owners of such
important buildings in our
community.
Closing of the downtown
core for traffic is worthy
of action but not provid-
ing the description of the
area makes it difficult for
residents to comprehend the
affected area.
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A two-block area, four-
block area, six-block area,
eight-block area and hours
of the closures or is it the
intent of council to impose
a complete and total closure
24/77? This would be helpful
information for businesses
and residents to understand.

Please provide parking
locations with a commuter
system in place to relieve
congestion on the side
streets, in the planning. This
would help offset lost park-
ing revenues.

An administrative report

suggests council should hire
a procurement officer to
assist the town. The hiring
of a commissioner for busi-
ness development would go
further to assisting council
in planning and delivering
these many programs it is
initiating.

Council decided to repeal
an interim control bylaw
that froze urban develop-
ments. After such a draco-
nian act, council is asking
developers to buoy our local
economy by investing in
our community during this

Confounded by some of council’s latest decisions

recession/depression of the
pandemic. I wish them luck.
Rural high-speed internet
service is required in our
community and waiting for
others to do it would put
our community on a very
long provincial list. Would
council consider empowering
Niagara-on-the-Lake Hydro
to initiate, implement and de-
liver such a service? It could
be a source of additional
revenue for our municipally
owned business, which has a
very high rate of success in
delivering its services.

Between the COVID
pandemic and its impact on
our economy, council will
now compound issues by
implementing policies that
will impact residents and
put further doubt on invest-
ing in our community.

Positive decisions can best
be made when the complete
facts are provided to the
community for discussion.
This may be one good thing
the COVID pandemic forces
on us in our policy process.

Derek Insley
NOTL
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