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B OPINION
B EDITORIAL

A SECOND CHANCE T0
SHOW UP. MR. TRUDEAU

Like they say, it's déja vu all over again.

In summer of 2017, members of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy Chiefs Council put up a blockade on Argyle
Street in Caledonia.

They were clashing with the Six Nations Elected
Band Council over ownership of the former Burtch Cor-
rectional Centre lands, which had been part of the prov-
ince's negotiations to bring an end to the blockades of
2006.

At the time, The Sachem wrote an editorial calling on
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to make good on his
election promise to engage in a nation-to-nation process
with the Indigenous population.

Things had looked promising at the time.

Some of the recommendations from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commaission had been put into action,
and initial steps had been taken toward a public inquiry
into the epidemic of missing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls, all under Trudeau's auspices.

However, on Aug. 26, 2017, while residents of Caledo-
nia and Six Nations alike were left disillusioned by the
federal and provincial governments - their failings em-
bodied by a felled hydro tower laid across the road - the
PM came to the area, but did not bother to come to Cale-
donia. He'd spent his day on activities like sampling
students' wine at Niagara College's winery program and
serving sundaes at the Winona Peach Festival. Even
though it would have been a short jog up the highway
that could have advanced relations on all sides by leaps
and bounds, he was notably absent.

Trudeau has yet to come to Caledonia, just like for-
mer Prime Minister Stephen Harper failed to do.

It's sad, but The Sachem could almost have run the
same two editorials again now, because really, nothing
has changed.

For the people of Caledonia, for the people of Six
Nations, nothing has been resolved. Because frankly, it
can't be done at a local level, nor a provincial one.

The federal government needs to step up and take
ownership of its responsibility to address things like
Canada's checkered past when it comes to its dealings
with Indigenous peoples and unresolved land claims.

It's not just going to be a hard conversation; it's going
to be an ongoing, seemingly impossible dialogue, but it
needs to happen.

The issues here have been festering since before Can-
ada was a country, and it has been allowed to grow like a
cancer, almost entirely unchecked.

Again, the federal government must take ownership
of 1ts responsibilities.

This needs to be addressed now. This can't wait. The
people of Caledonia can't keep on getting caught in the
middle of this. The people of Six Nations can't keep on
getting caught 1in the middle of this.

The time 1sn't now; it was years ago. But worse than
waiting until now to address some of these issues would
be waiting another three years, or 10 years or 50 years.

Mr. Trudeau, please. You're needed here. Show up.

Do what you said you would five years ago when you
were first elected. And if you're not going to, then please
stop pretending it's on your radar at all.
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EYE ON THE COMMUNITY
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Anna Mae McConnell photo
These two tree frogs live in Townsend resident Anna Mae McConnell's rain barrel for the summer.
"They do day trips, but always come back." What sights are you seeing while physical distancing?
Share your photos by emailing them to news@sachem.ca, with a short description of what's
happening and where it was taken. Photos must be high resolution JPGs, at least 1 MB in size,
and include the first and last names of the photographer.
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B LETTERS & COMMENTARY

BE KIND ON THE ROAD

So, the multiple stab-
bing death of Brock Beck in
Binbrook is quite possibly
a result of road rage.

Apparently, road rage
can cause normal people to
become raging murderers.

To the road rangers who
are the perfect drivers,
when someone accidental-
ly cuts you off (or makes
any mistake), you need to
hit the brakes or swerve to
avold a collision.

Then smile to the driver
who knows they erred.

Sometimes you will be
the one who made the mis-
take.

TED THOMBS,
DUNNVILLE

FARMING IS ABOUT SUPPLY
AND DEMAND

The simple answer to
vanishing farmland 1s sup-
ply and demand. The farm
owners sell out because the

buyout price 1S greater
than crop sales and their
labour is greatly reduced.
So they move on to a differ-
ent and likely better life-
style. Congrats to them.
PAUL CASTELLAN,
HANNON

NO SYMPATHY FOR
ANTI-MASKERS

For those who are not
happy with mandatory
masks, I offer the following
alternative 1n this CO-
VID-19 battle: gently relo-
cate your head to "where

the sun don't shine."
GLENN SIMPSON,
HAMILTON MOUNTAIN

SALUTE TO FRONTLINE
WORKERS

For the past five months
our governments and the
people of Canada have been
dealing with a major

health crisis. We know the
many negative conse-

quences we all endured.

I would like to draw our
attention to the groups that
are responsible for helping
Canadians and businesses
to survive. Our true heroes
are the frontline health
and support givers. These
brave people are doing all
they can even putting
themselves at risk.

The federal government
has spent billions to help
those who lostjobs. We now
have a deficit of more than
$300 billion. Many Canadi-
ans have been volunteer-
ing and donating funds to
help others. Bottom line ...
we must remember those
groups and people.

Finally, afact that wasre-
ported recently: 1.51 per cent
of the richest Canadians are
worth over $780 billion. It
would be interesting to
know what this group has
done for Canadians during
this COVID crisis.

ROMAN CARUK,
HAMILTON
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