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Burning Pride flag 
is an act of hatred 
 
The Editor: 

I will start by saying that I didn’t  
really want to write this letter. In the  
end, I decided that my silence would be 
hypocritical, as I ask us all to speak  
up in the face of injustice. 

It just so happens that this time, the 
injustice was personal. It was directed at 
my family . . . at my home. You see, it 
happened again. On the evening of 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, someone came onto our 
property and burned, slashed and tore 
down our Pride flag. Yes . . . burned. 

I will begin by saying that I’m angry, but 
my anger will likely have subsided by the 
time this letter reaches print. What will be 

left is sadness . . . and fatigue. I’m sad, and 
I’m tired. 

I’m sad that there are people so filled 
with hatred (cloaked in righteousness), that 
they feel entitled to dictate who and what 
others celebrate. 

I’m sad knowing there will likely be the 
apologist “any vandalism is wrong” 
rhetoric from people seeking to justify 
their own biases, aiming to minimize the 
hate crime aspect of this. 

I’m tired of having to defend the idea of 
acceptance and equality as if it were 
somehow possible for it to exist at all 
without it existing for all. 

I’m sad that “keeping the peace” and 
avoiding awkward conversations seem to be 
of primary concern in this town when sub-
jects of injustice come up. It allows bigotry 
and discrimination to continue relatively 

unabated, as people assume those views are 
palatable to the majority of the citizens of 
Fort Macleod. Boy, do I hope that’s not 
true. Oh, and burning flags is not exactly 
my idea of peace, in case anyone thought 
that peace was actually being kept anyway. 

People much smarter than me have 
spoken and written, more eloquently than I 
ever could, about neutrality in the face of 
oppression: Elie Wiesel, Martin Luther 
King Junior, Desmond Tutu, to name a 
few. The commonality is that neutrality is 
never really neutral. It always serves the 
status quo. It always favours the side of 
oppression. 

So, while I will reserve the greatest 
judgement for those who actually commit-
ted this crime, I’m also calling out the  
larger societal issues involving all of us . . . 
including those we elect to lead. 

For my part, although I am tired, I vow 
to not silence my voice. I vow to speak up 
and speak out with my family, friends, 
neighbours. I will shine a light on incidents 
like this, no matter how much I want to let 
them recede into the darkness. I will also 
continue to vote for those who are not 
apologists for such incidents and attitudes, 
for those who support a culture of accep-
tance. Citizens of Fort Macleod, I ask you 
to join me. 

P.S. At the municipal level, big shout out 
to council members working hard to create 
a sense of belonging in Fort Macleod. 
Thank you! You know who you are. For 
everyone who doesn’t know: Past council 
minutes and mayor and council voting 
records are publicly available. 

Wanita Walmsley 
Fort Macleod
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So much hate on display in the world today. 
Most times, we are able to keep it at arm’s length, 

viewing it on screens and in print as despicable and  
troubling acts happen in other parts of the world. 

Last week hate crawled out from under a rock right 
here in Fort Macleod when someone shredded and set fire 
to a Pride flag hanging in the yard of long-time residents 
and contributing community members. It’s not the first 
time a Pride flag has been a target in Fort Macleod, and it 
won’t be the last. Obviously, because someone tore down 
the replacement flag on the weekend. 

The idea that someone would tear a Pride flag down 
isn’t surprising. The flag’s rainbow colours elicit strong 
emotions — good and bad — and for someone to act out 
against a symbol of acceptance of the LGBTQ+  
community isn’t unexpected. Indeed, it almost comes 
with the territory. It’s a battle of changing people’s under-
standing and acceptance, and there are going to be some 
hard patches along the way. 

But it is not acceptable that someone would step onto 
someone else’s private property on a peaceful summer 
evening and set fire to personal property, that is outrageous. 
It is an escalation of evil mindedness and aggression that 
cannot be accepted or condoned by Fort Macleod. 

Fort Macleod residents spend quite a bit of time telling 
anyone who will listen what a great community this is to 
live in, a place where people come together to support 
others and where people rally when there is a worthy 
cause to support when someone needs some help. 

The aggressive attack on a Pride flag is evidence that 
there lurks a darker presence in our community, one that 
has not embraced the ideals of tolerance and acceptance. 
You’re entitled to your point of view — no matter how 
ignorant or wrongheaded — but our town cannot accept 
such aggressive and violent acts. 

It is our duty as citizens to drag this behaviour and 
those who are responsible for it out into the sunlight from 
the dark and dirty corners where it normally resides. Once 
it is in the light it can be examined and properly  
condemned with a message that says Fort Macleod  
will not accept aggressive attacks on its citizens. 

We should all fell ashamed that this happened in our 
town. If our town is all about promoting a message of 
belonging like the town’s slogan says, then such disturb-
ing and hateful acts cannot be allowed to stand. It’s the 
Pride flag this time, but what is next? 

It is your responsiblity as a citizen of Fort Macleod that 
if you know something about this crime that you report it 
to the police. Don’t turn the other way. Pick up the phone 
and share what you know with the RCMP at 403-553-
7200 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

Flag-burning 
can’t be tolerated
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My oldest granddaughter turned 25 
this August. She is very upset about 
this as she thinks it means she is 
“getting old.” When I laughed at her 
and asked her what she thought I was 
if age 25 was “getting old?”  She 
tells me that is not the same because 
a nana is supposed to be old. 

She might have a point there, but 
then it does take a lot of years to get 
to be a nana. 

I remember when I was 25 and 
thought my grandma was so old. I 
never thought about when I would be 
her age. Now that I am her age I find 
myself saying and thinking things 
that remind me very much of her. 

Things like, “That’s a horrible 
price for that,” or, “That chocolate 
bar is half the size it used to be,” 
and, “Why can’t those young people 
pull their pants up and wear clothes 
that fit?” 

When I see a young person with an 
arm or neck covered in tattoos I can 
just hear my grandmother asking why 
would they do a dumb thing like 

that? I just wonder if they ever think 
about what it will look like when 
their skin is old and wrinkled. Young 
people think 
that their 
bodies will 
always be firm 
and smooth. 

In my 
younger days 
if a grand-
mother had a 
strong firm 
body it was 
because she 
was still work-
ing hard every 
day. Now it 
usually means 
she goes to a 
gym and works out. 

Grandmothers of today have a lot 
in common with the grandmothers of 
yesterday but we are also different in 
many ways. 

Today putting colour in that snow 
white hair is very common — even 

colours like pink and blue. 
Our everyday outfit is more likely 

to be jeans and a T-shirt than a dress 
and apron. 

Many are still out working in their 
chosen careers. Those careers can be 
anything from doctors to semi-truck 
drivers. 

Modern society gives us so many 
more choices. We aren’t expected to 
sit home knitting and baking cookies. 

I do knit but it takes me about a 
year to get a sweater made. With all 
these labour-saving devices and 
appliances you would think we 
would have tons of time on our hands 
to do things like knitting. 

The problem is that technology has 
given us so many other things to 
keep busy with. 

It all makes me wonder what my 
granddaughter will be like as a 
grandmother. 

I know one thing that will be the 
same; that special love a grandparent 
has for a grandchild will always be 
there.

Grandmas cherish that special bond
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