www.peninsulanewsreview.com

Unidentified Samaritan pays outstanding
rent for Sidney woman facing eviction

Wolfgang Depner
News Staff

A 76-year-old Sidney woman, who
collects cans to supplement her pen-
sion, no longer faces eviction.

Kerry Readshaw, communications
director for Beacon Community
Services, said Zora Hlevnjak no
longer faces eviction after the or-
ganization received payment.

“I can say that we have received
payment for the back rent, and that
it is not appropriate for me to go
into any more detail for that,” she
said, when asked earlier about the
source of the money, as well as the
size of the outstanding back rent.
“As well, we’re satisfied arrange-
ments have now been made for
payment of future rent in accor-
dance with BC Housing rules with
some private support, provided in
amanner that is consistent with BC
Housing regulations.”

Readshaw could not disclose the
amount Hlevnjak will be paying
going forward, citing privacy rea-
sons.

Hlevnjak faced eviction from sub-
sidized housing after her failure to
pay three month’s worth of back
rent following a rent increase of
more than $300 per month. In early
January, she owed $1,087.

Her rent rose under the terms
of subsidized housing that require
tenants to pay 30 per cent of their

income towards rent following sub-
mission of financial information.

“We didn’t raise the rent,” said
Tim O’Brien, who manages Wake-
field Manor, where Hlevnjak has
been staying since 2004, earlier. “She
just started to report her proper in-
come.”

Two individuals — Dave Lloyd,
owner of Victoria Drain Services
based in Saanich, and Breanne
Brown, a former North Saanich
resident now living in Australia —
had previously told the Peninsula
News Review that they would be
prepared to pay the woman’s out-
standing rent.

Hlevnjak said she was aware of
the reporting requirement and the
30 per cent threshold.

According to a background state-
ment provided by the ministry of
municipal affairs and housing, ten-
ants in subsidized housing pay less
than market rate for housing with
the government funding the differ-
ence between what the tenants pay
and the actual cost of operating
the housing.

Hlevnjak initially refused to pay
the outstanding rent, because she
does not consider money receiving
from collecting cans and person-
al donations income, a sentiment
shared by many supporters who
signed a petition in her support.

The petition reached more than
3,100 signatures Wednesday after-
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Zora Hlevnjak no longer faces eviction after an unidentified source has covered her

outstanding rent. (Wolf Depner/News Staff)
noon.

The ministry of municipal affairs
and housing, however, does not
make that distinction.

“To ensure equal treatment be-
tween tenants, all regular and on-
going sources of funds are treated
as income,” the ministry said in its
background material. “The funds
are averaged out in case the addi-
tional income varies from month
to month.”

The process of calculating the rent
of every tenant in subsidized hous-
ing begins later this year in time for
the fall, said Readshaw.

“Income is verified, and rent is ad-
justed up or down or stays the same
as the case may be, reflecting each
individual tenant’s circumstances
for that November window,” she

said.
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Flock of birds

Wolfgang Depner
News Staff

Thirty-one passengers travelling
to Victoria escaped injury after mul-
tiple birds hit their plane as it was
approaching Victoria International
Airport Tuesday morning.

The passengers travelling on West-
jet Flight #209 from Calgary landed

b

strike Victoria-bound plane on approach

“normally and safely” in Vancouver
after the birds struck the plane, a
Boeing 737-800, as it was approach-
ing Victoria, said Morgan Bell, ad-
visor, media and public relations,
with WestJet.

Bell said “due to the availability
of maintenance resources” the com-
pany made the decision to divert
the plane to Vancouver, where it

“landed normally.” The company
has subsequently removed the air-
craft for service for required safety
inspections.

“We sincerely apologize for the
interruption to our guests’ travel
plans and any inconvenience this
may have caused,” she said. “All
guests are being re-accommodated
throughout the remainder of the
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11474 Sumac Dr - Lands End ¢ $1,495,000
(OCEAN VIEWS! Set upon a 1.12 acre hillside, overlooking ocean, mountain and island views with south-

west exposure keeping the home bathed in light. This meticulously maintained home has had thoughtful
updates throughout the years. Featuring a cathedral entrance with heated floors, stainless steel applianc-
es and wrap around decks to enjoy the views. West Coast Living at it's Finest!

day on the next available flights.”

Photos circulating on social media
show a notable dent in the plane’s
nose cone.

Westlet, however, did not yet re-
spond to key questions concerning
the incident, including the location
and time of the strike. The plane
was scheduled to arrive in Victoria
at 9:02 a.m.
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Almost 8 million
Canadians act as
family caregivers

Wolfgang Depner
News Staff

About one in four Canadians aged 15
and older, some 7.8 million people, cared
for a family member or friend with a
long-term health condition, a physical
or mental disability, or problems related
to aging, according to Statistics Canada.

Almost half of these individuals, some
47 per cent, cared primarily for their par-
ents or parents-in-law in 2018, spending
up to four hours per week on caregiving
responsibilities. About 13 per cent cared
for their respective spouse or partner,
spending about 14 hours a week. Of the
7.8 million caregivers, over 600,000 (some
eight per cent) provided care to their
child with a long-term health condition,
or a physical or mental disability.

“Providing care to children can be a
challenge, given that children often re-
quire more intense care, but also because
many caregiving parents are active in the
labour market,” read an accompanying
analysis. “Despite the often competing
demands of care and working in a paid
job, the parents who provided care for
their child typically spent just over 14
hours on caregiving activities per week.”

Colleagues or neighbours (13 per cent),
extended family members (10 per cent)
or grandparents (nine per cent) also re-
ceived care.

About 70 per cent of caregivers said
they received some kind of support or
assistance for their caregiving duties in
2018. This figure, however, also means
that three out of 10 did not report receiv-
ing help. Those caring for children were
most likely to go without help, followed
by those caring for partners or spouses.

Those with unmet needs identified fi-
nancial support, government assistance,
and tax credits (68 per cent) as their top
requirement, followed by home care or
support (40 per cent), followed closely
by information or advice (39 per cent)
and help from medical professionals (36

per cent).
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