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GUTTING CONSERVATION
AUTHORITIES

Like a thief in the night, the Ontario government
believed it could get away with inserting a host of chang-
es to the province's conservation authorities within this

power over development applications.

It seems the government's stealth strategy was to
hide the changes from municipalities and authorities
and avoid following the traditional public engagement
process by announcing the changes through the Envi-
ronmental Bill of Rights, which requires a 30-day public
input period.

But since the Ford government has been known for
avoiding public consultation, it is no surprise that once
the changes were discovered by conservation author-
ities a groundswell of opposition has steadily risen
against the idea of potentially allowing development on
floodplains and environmentally sensitive areas.

While critics are left scratching their heads about the
reasoning behind the evisceration of the powers of con-
servation authorities, there is really no mystery. The
PCs are simply rewarding their development industry
pals who have long complained about the authorities'
environmental laws obstructing their money-making
ventures.

Conservation authorities have been empowered to
control flooding, and restoring the land, water and natu-
ral habitats of the province. They have done such a great
job, that developers consider them a main threat to their
ability to build.

Among the changes contained in Bill 229 include
shifting any decision-making power about the water-
shed from the authorities to the minister, allowing plan-
ning applicants to appeal a development decision to the
Local Planning Appeal Tribunal, removing conserva-
tion authorities' power to issue stop work orders when
catastrophic damage is occurring in a protected area,
and — the true mystery — eliminating citizen members
on authority boards.

If the proposed changes are adopted, any river, flood-
plain, wetland, Great Lakes shoreline, even any water
supply will be at the mercy of erosion, degradation and
neglect.

If the government actually wanted to improve the
work of conservation authorities, start by returning the
funding that was taken away from them. Next, stream-
line the rules to make municipalities and conservation
authorities adhere to tighter deadlines to complete plan-
ning reviews.

It is no secret that the Ford government has been
itching to help its business friends, from threatening to
open up the Greenbelt for more development, building
highways through prime farmland, exploiting the Niag-
ara Escarpment's natural wonders for aggregates to
cutting "red tape" in an effort to streamline the economy
at the expense of the protecting the province's biodi-
versity.

It is quickly apparent, the government's goal is not to
improve efficiently or hold authorities accountable, but
it is to eliminate a persist thorn in the side of developers
and back their money-for-nothing agenda at the expense
of the future of Ontario's environment.
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DEVELOPMENT INCOMPATIBLE

The proposal by Colum-
bia College to develop the
site at 574 Northcliffe Ave.
contradicts many environ-
mental and development
standards.

Although repurposing
this amazing property, for-
merly a convent for the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph, is certain-
ly desirable, its location in
an eco-sensitive area does
not support a 1,000-student
school with staff.

A college of this size
would be better situated in
an urban area, close to
transit, amenities, and ex-
isting infrastructure.

If we have any hope of
halting climate change and
conserving our precious
green spaces, it is impera-
tive that large development
projects are not permitted
inrural, ecologically sensi-
tive, greenbelt or wetland
locations.

MARGOT CARNAHAN,
DUNDAS

POT SHOP DOESN'T BELONG

I recently read that an
application for a marijua-
na shop in the residential

neighbourhood of Perth
Park (Hatton Drive, Ancas-
ter) was approved.

Clearly the many objec-
tions of safety from the
neighbourhood were si-
lenced by the monetary val-
ue of this economic activity.

I have two wishes. First
is that the people boycott
this location in favour of
one of the two existing pot
shops approved for Ancas-
ter.

Secondly is that each
board member of the Alco-
hol and Gaming Commis-
sion of Ontario be allowed to
experience of the total spec-
trum of the marijuana-us-
ing community firsthand as
they invade their residential
neighbourhood.

JIM GILLATLY,
ANCASTER

JUST ACCEPT IT

So, it's the final game of
the best of seven series, the
Reds against the Blues, for
the national champion-
ship. The Reds are not do-
ing well, with batter after
batter striking or ground-
ing out, while the Blues
scratch out some runs. The

Reds manager, Donald
Chump, described as
"feisty" by his friends and
"an idiot" by others, is get-
ting more and more upset,
especially when a Blues
star steals second base. Im-
mediately, Donald was in
the umpire's face, scream-
ing, "It was not a legal
steal," despite video re-
plays showing the batter
was clearly safe.

With the Blues at bat,
the Reds relief pitcher
wanted a strike called, and
it wasn't, so Donald again
ran up to the plate ump and
told him he was fired. The
chief umpire explained
that he could not do that, so
he was fired also.

Finally, the exasperated
umpires tossed Donald
Chump from the game, with
loud cheers of relief from at
least half the crowd. The fi-
nal score was Blues 4, Reds 1
— but fans yelled that they
had been robbed. Seems
they had troublereading the
scoreboard.

Moral of the story: you
win some, you lose some.
Accept it.

SIMON IRVING,
DUNDAS
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