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THE FIRST CUT IS THE DEEPEST Jamie Pygott’s has his hair cut by co-owner of Beatnik Salon, Cassidy Geddes in Banff Monday (May 18). As of May 14, the Alberta government allowed hair salons 
to reopen with safety precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Geddes said the salon has been busy since reopening.  EVAN BUHLER RMO PHOTO

JORDAN SMALL

BANFF – The Banff Hockey Academy Bears’ (BHA) 
time in the Bow Valley is at an end with reasons for the 
change ranging from passing of the program’s torch, 
to housing issues, to a major decline in its competitive 
nature in recent years.

On Saturday (May 16), the program announced 
it’s relocating to Dunmore, near Medicine Hat, and 
will be known as the South Alberta Hockey Academy 
(SAHA) starting in the 2020-21 season. The academy 

developed high school aged student-athletes in hockey 
and academics for 25 years in Banff.

“I stepped away from the computer a couple times 
just because I was too emotional to write the letter I 
needed to write to somebody that cared for us and 
we cared for them,” said Bill Doherty, BHA founder, 
president and coach. “It’s been hard, for sure. But I do 
believe this opens other opportunities for the com-
munity.”

SAHA’s U18 male and female prep teams replace 
BHA in the Canadian Sport School Hockey League 

(CSSHL) with the Medicine Hat Family Leisure Centre 
serving as new home ice. SAHA student-athletes will 
attend Eagle Butte High School of the Prairie Rose 
School Division.

Over the past few years, Doherty investigated 
finding someone to take over the academy with mul-
tiple candidates in the mix. However, he believes it’s a 
“great move” to go with Willie Desjardins, owner and 
operator of SAHA, who shared the same vision for the 
program moving forward.

Multiple factors identified in hockey academy’s breakaway from Banff
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