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LU MP HET"]N Jamie Muller performs a stylized back flip from the Canmore Engine Bridge into the Bow River on Saturday (Aug. 1). Environment Canada issued heat warnings for Banff National Park, Canmore,

D of Bighorn and Kananaskis Country, as temperatures were expected to reach or exceed 29 C with overnight lows near 14 C.
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Banff mayor responds to accusations of financial wrongdoing

TANYA FOUBERT

BANFF - Banff Mayor Karen Sorensen is defending
her reputation in the community after a letter written
by two residents started showing up on doorsteps
throughout town this week.

Penned by Banff residents Jamie MacVicar and
Barry Kelly, the 5,350-word Report to Citizens on the
conduct of the mayor alleges criminal wrongdoing
and conflict of interest.

However, Sorensen said an independent investiga-
tion into this specific complaint ordered by council
and an RCMP investigation both found she was not in

violation of conflict of interest regulations under the
Municipal Government Act.

“The letter contains false allegations specifically
of conflict of interest, which are targeted at me and
allegations against senior members of Town staff
said the mayor.

“Town council takes very seriously any allegation
of impropriety by an elected official or staff”

Under the Town of Banff’s code of conduct for
council, council can order an independent investga-
tion into complaints and that was done earlier this
year during an in-camera meeting without the mayor
present.

The independent investigation by Barbara McNeil,
however, remains a confidential document. A motion
of council is required for the report to be made public
at the next council meeting Monday (Aug. 10).

“I will ask council to consider making public the
independent investigator’s report in order to disprove
what is in my opinion a personal character attack,’
Sorensen said.

“The RCMP and an independent investigation
concluded that the allegations are unsubstantiated
and completely without basis.”
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