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WANTED Farm Workers
Please call 250-652-0182

email resumés to: gobindfarms@hotmail.com
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30+ years of award winning
professional real estate
experience - delivered with

Helping you is what we do.

#3-2491 Bevan Avenue

& Black Press Media
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would like to help support our local businesses during this uncertain tim.
~ Lets show them our love ~ We are Community Driven!

Mortgage Centre ~ 250-656-9551
Moden Boutique ~ 250-655-0774
Alexander’s Coffee Bar ~ 250-656-3234
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COVID masks open new markets for artist

Kendra Crighton
News Staff

For many the pandemic is a hardship, but
for a Greater Victoria Indigenous artist it also
ushered in opportunity.

Howard La Fortune, of the Tsawout First
Nation, was first featured by Black Press Media
mid-April after a friend of his joked he needed a
wooden carved mask to protect from the virus.
La Fortune got on it and carved a half-mask
of a bear snout. Since the Black Press Media

story ran, La Fortune says the orders have been
rolling in.

“I think I lost track after 12,” he says into
the phone, taking a break from carving a red
cedar mask. “I keep getting messages about
this and that, I can’t keep up — well, I can but
it’ll take a while.”

The artist won first place in the Masked He-
roes contest put on by the First American Art
Magazine for his bear snout mask, winning free
advertising space.

“That came out of left field,” he says, explain-

ing how a friend told him to submit a photo
for the contest. Five days later, he got an email
saying he won. “It means a lot, I've been doing
this for almost 40 years now and nothing like
this has ever happened.”

La Fortune started carving about 40 years ago
when he quit school at the age of 16 because
he couldn’t sit still. “My brother said I need-
ed something to do, so he showed me how to
carve,” he says, adding that a long history of
carving runs in the family.
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Window Treatments - Decorating - Beddmg Flooring

250-656-4642

Rodcolnteriors@shaw.ca

Carver

rodcointeriors.com

BREAKING NEWS: peninsulanewsreview.com

Howard La

Fortune’s life has
changed as his carved
wooden face masks
have seen demand
stretch across North
America. (Arnold Lim /
Black Press)
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Value Salon

OPENING TUES.
SENIOR SPECIAL ON MONDAYS
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CUTS $20  SHAMPOO AND

TANNING ® COLOURS »

MANICURE ® PEDICURE ® GEL POLISH ® WAXING ® PERMS

106-2360 Beacon Ave ® 250-656-3622
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SET$20
FOILS

INSURANCE

HARBORD

Now Harbord has
a price comparison site

for home insurance!

Visit us at harbordinsurance.com
to get quotes today.




