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Former Sabres star battles through enormous adversity

Continued from Page 1B

Two days after the stroke, on Sept.
19, he opened his eyes for the first
time and then squeezed mom’s hand
for the first time. And every day since
then, he has shown some form of
progress, albeit miniscule in some
cases.

After a month in the ICU, he
was transferred to a medical ward
at HSC. During this time he was
re-learning to do basic things like
breathing, coughing and swallowing
on his own.

The progress was slow and me-
thodical. They removed his breath-
ing tubes and inserted a tracheoto-
my and would close it off for a few
hours a day so he could learn to
breathe through his mouth again.

The speech therapist allowed
Lucky to try swallowing an ice chip,
which he was able to do. They be-
gan giving him more ice chips and
eventually some pudding and apple
sauce. These were all major steps
forward.

Physical therapy then started
working with him, sitting him up
daily as he slowly became stronger.
He had to be retaught how to move
each one of his limbs, and speech
therapy worked with him on moving
his mouth in a way that might even-
tually create sound again.

“Although we all remained pos-
itive,” said Mandy, “Lucky was still
very limited in his right hand and
had not yet moved his right leg yet.”

On Nov. 11, Lucky was moved to
the Riverview Health Centre, where
they specialize in stroke recovery.
And since that time his remarkable
recovery has continued.

Through it all, COVID lurked, and
despite all the precautions that ev-
eryone was taking, on Oct. 28, Mad-
eleine was tested positive for COVID.
So the companionship that Lucky so
badly needed from his mother was
gone. They could only communicate
through tablets.

Then when he was transferred to
Riverview, a further isolation period
was required. Finally, after 23 days of
not being able to see him, Madeleine
returned, fully recovered after only
experiencing mild symptoms.

“COVID is real, said Madeleine,
“we saw people in the ICU with
COVID, and we saw people die. And
to think, some people think it’s a
hoax. Wear a mask.”

Within a week of his transfer to
Riverview, his right leg began mov-
ing for the first time, as he was now
re-learning to walk, with assistance.
And his progress continues unabat-
ed as he is learning to walk with a
cane, and is allowed daily out of his
room to walk in the hallway, con-
tinuing to make progress.

This was a young guy that was a
dynamo on defence for the Sabres
on the football field. Named MVP of
the Sabres in 2015, where he led the
team in tackles and was third overall
in the league. He helped the team to
an 8-2 record that year, losing in the
championship game.

“Lucas was crucial in taking the
team from A’ to the top of ‘AA}” said
head coach Jamie Peters. “Even
though we won in 2016, after he
graduated, he develop a winning
culture for the program at thatlevel.”

Lucky has stayed involved with the
Sabres. Since 2017, he has been the
defensive line coach for the JV Sa-
bres. Head coach Kerry Friesen said,
“Lucas has given a lot to Sabres foot-
ball, first as three years as a player
and the past three years as a coach.
He is a generous guy and a people
person and it helps him connect
with the players.”

GoFundMe page
As Lucky continues his rehabilita-
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Lucas Thiessen accepts the Sabres 2015 MVP award from his coaches Jamie Peters (left) and Trevor Goulet
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Lucky Thiessen, in the ICU at the Health Sciences Centre on Sept. 19, two days

after his stroke.

tion at the Riverview Health Centre,
the family is now looking ahead as
to what comes next in his recovery,
which will go on for some time.

Riverview has now said that his
anticipated discharge date is Jan.
14. And in planning for that, a Go-
FundMe page, called Lucky’s Road
to Recovery, has been set up to help
offset some of the costs that will be
incurred when he is released from
hospital.

Manitoba Summer Games
latest victim of COVID-19

by TERRY FREY

he 2020 Manitoba Summer

I Games, which were originally

scheduled to be held in Dau-

phin in August of 2020, has now offi-
cially been cancelled.

Those Games were subsequently
re-scheduled to July of 2021 in Dau-
phin, but now those Games have
also been cancelled.

A Sport Manitoba press release
announcing the decision stated,
“Earlier this year, the decision to
postpone the Games to July, 2021
was made first and foremost to en-
sure the health and safety of all the
participants, volunteers and specta-
tors expected to attend the Games in
Dauphin. The unknowns of the pan-
demic, including when it might end,
impacted decision-making required
by the Host Society and continued
postponements to important plan-
ning was no longer possible.

Instead, it was announced that
Dauphin will now host the 2024
Manitoba Summer Games, which
is the next Games available to host.

The age categories, sports and tech-
nical requirements for these Games
are all still in the planning phase and
will be confirmed and announced at
a later date.

The Manitoba Games are staged
every two years and alternate be-
tween summer and winter sporting
events.

With the 2020 Manitoba Summer
Games now officially cancelled and
the next Summer Games slated for
2024, it will mark eight years since
the last Manitoba Summer Games
were held in Steinbach in 2016,
which are considered the best Sum-
mer Games ever held in the prov-
ince.

Meanwhile, Niverville is still on
track to host the 2022 Manitoba
Winter Games in March of 2022.

“The decision to cancel the Dau-
phin Games was not an easy one,
but it was necessary as we all want
the event to be the best and safest
it can be for the thousands of ath-
letes, coaches, officials, volunteers,
sponsors and spectators from across
the province, “said Janet McMahon,

To date more than $7,000 has been
raised towards the $20,000 goal, to
be used primarily for additional
physio and speech therapy that will
be required for the months ahead.
Those therapies are not covered by
the government.

In addition some renovations may
have to be made to the Thiessen
home, such as railings, ramps, etc.
to accommodate a walker and or/
wheelchair, which also have to be

Interim President & CEO of Sport
Manitoba.
“To put on the Manitoba Games
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With mom Madeleine, who is the only visitor he can have on a daily basis.

purchased.

Lucky is a mechanic by trade.
It's what he learned at the regional
school and for more than two years
has been a mechanic Penner Perfor-
mance in Blumenort.

His father Andy contacted own-
er Kevin Penner to tell him that he
would be stopping by to pick up
Lucky’s tools to get them out of the
way. “We cried when Kevin told Andy

requires extensive planning, and
with Dauphin now hosting in 2024,
this provides the essential time

the tools would stay just where they
are,” said Madeleine. “Kevin told us
that Lucky would have a job there
when he is able to return, he is me-
chanically inclined, there are so
many things he can do here, Kevin
said.”

“We are so thankful and grateful
to everyone who has supported us
along the way.”

1AN FROESE CARILLON ARCHIVES
The gold medal-winning Eastman baseball team celebrates during the closing ceremonies at the 2016 Manitoba Summer
Games in Steinbach.

needed to prepare and put on a fan-
tastic Games,” added McMahon.



