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Losing anyone can be extremely 
difficult, whether it be a family 
member, a friend, a mentor or 

perhaps a coach.
That is the case in the community 

of Landmark and the broader soft-
ball community who are mourning 
the loss of longtime coach, youth 
leader and friend, Anthony Koop.

Koop passed away suddenly on 
Feb. 7 of this year at the age of 55 
due to heart problems. The hole he 
has left in the local softball commu-
nity, particularly in girls and wom-
en’s softball, is immeasurable.

For the past 30 years or so he has 
been a fixture in the local fastball 
and softball scene, first as a player 
and then many years as a coach and 
volunteer.

Koop is survived by his wife Con-
nie. And although they never had 
kids of their own, Anthony Koop 
spent years working with and men-
toring young people, whether it be 
on the diamond, at the hockey rink, 
at church or wherever.

Seemingly, it is was what drove 
him, and the connections he made 
with his players amplifies his pass-
ing.

For the past decade or so Koop 
coached what is now called the East 
59ers, a collection of local girls that 
compete in the Ladies Fastpitch 
League of Winnipeg. He first start-
ed coaching them as teenagers and 
continued on with them as adults.

And in a script that couldn’t be 
written any better or be more timely, 
that team had the seasons of all sea-
sons last year as Koop guided them 
to a perfect campaign, winning the 
provincial Ladies ‘B’ championship 
in a Cinderella-like comeback in the 
championship final, capping off a 
perfect 20-0 season.

The 59ers won 15 consecutive 
regular season games and entered 
the Women’s Intermediate Senior 
Provincial Championship as the #1 
ranked team in the province. 

Sailing through the provincials, 
the 59ers hit a bit of road block in 
the final game against the Manitoba 
Thunder, who jumped out to an ear-
ly 7-1 lead in the game. But the 59ers 
chipped away, eventually tying the 
game 7-7, before they pushed across 
the winning run in the bottom of the 
7th to claim the provincial title.

That was also the last game that 

Koop coached these girls. After, 
he gave each one of the players a 
signed game sheet from that game, 
with a perfect 20-0 season noted, 
as a keep sake. Little did they know 
at that time how much that gesture 
would mean.

Madeleine Thiessen worked with 
Koop for the past number of years 
as manager of the 59ers and tried 

to put into words what his loss has 
meant to the team.

“Anthony was more than just a 
coach to the girls, he was a friend. 
He made them better players, led by 
example and was a great role mod-
el for the girls. He always welcomed 
the boyfriends and husbands to the 
game and made sure he talked to 
each of them.”

Thiessen added, “the best way to 
describe Anthony is animated, he 
was so vocal and energetic,” we miss 
him terribly.”

There was a notice that was post-
ed on the Softball Manitoba website 
after his passing, written by the local 
softball community.
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Landmark honours beloved coach
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Head coach Anthony Koop (back right) after he guided the 59ers to their first provincial championship last summer.
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The Black Knights tournament team, one of several teams that Koop coached, pose 
in front of the diamond now dedicated in his honour.
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Catcher Anthony Koop, pictured here in 1993, after he drilled a three-run homer in 
the fifth and deciding game of the Hanover Fastball League finals as he led the Reimer 
Fastball Club to an 8-1 victory over the Steinbach Whips.
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Safe at home
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This Eastman Wildcats U14 base runner was safe at home Sunday afternoon during a Manitoba Ladies Super Softball League doubleheader at Friedensfeld against Smitty’s. The two teams split the twin bill, 
with Smitty’s winning the opener 11-0 while the Wildcats bounced back to take game two by an 11-8 count. Eastman’s record now stands at 4-6 for the season. 

   

Contined from Page 1B

It read in part, “We are devastat-
ed by his loss. Anthony has been a 
huge supporter and role model in 
the softball community. He started 
coaching the Eastman Wildcats in 
2009 and continued to coach the 
same group of players for multiple 
years and then continued to coach 
these ladies as adults in the Manito-
ba Ladies B League.”

“Anthony not only dedicated his 
life to this same group of girls, but 
he also continued to dedicate his life 
to another group of softball players 
in his community. Over the past few 
years, Anthony was able to commit 
himself to Landmark Girls Soft-
ball, the Landmark Collegiate team 
and the Black Knights tournament 
team. He has always encouraged his 
softball girls to be their best version 
and he empowered them with his 
intense passion for the game. He 
was a positive influence to everyone 
who played for him and everyone 
who knew him.”

Jen Plett, also a friend of his and 
manager of some of those teams in 
Landmark in recent years says he 
has just left such a mark with the 
girls he has coached.

Plett said, “He loved ball, he loved 
the girls he coached and everybody 
loved him. He had a unique way of 
pushing the girls, managing their 
personalities and making every-
thing good and happy at the same 
time.”

“He was so much to so many peo-
ple. I often tell people that when I 
didn’t know all of Anthony’s con-
nections, I thought that he loved 
our teenage girls the best. When I 
saw him with the 59ers, I realized 
that he loved them the best, too. Af-
ter he died, I realized the deep rela-
tionships he had with his nieces and 
nephews. When he was with them, 
he loved them the best.”

There were many tears shed at the 
memorial game for Anthony Koop 
on June 23 in Landmark, which 
was the 59ers first game of the sea-
son and Diamond #1 was official-
ly named after him. A plaque has 
also been placed in the neighbour-
ing arena to honour his dedication 
to the sport and to the people he 
coached along the way. 

As a younger man in the 1990’s, 
Anthony Koop was also a standout 
fastball player, and was one of the 
top catchers in the area, primarily 
with the Reimer Fastball Club and 
the Gators, and was part of several 
championship teams.

For several years he was the bat-
tery mate of Farrel Reimer, who was 
the most formidable pitcher in the 
area for years.

“Anthony was a very intense play-
er, he hated to lose but was always 
jovial, “said Reimer.

“Not to offend any of the other 
catchers I played with in the past, 

in all my years throwing, he was my 
favourite catcher, we worked so well 
together, he always knew what I was 
going to throw.”

Koop was also a hockey player, 
playing with senior teams in the 
area and was also a coach in minor 
hockey. In addition, he also gave in 
other ways such as being the chap-
lain for the Eastman Selects ‘AAA’ 
Midget hockey team.

A paragraph from his obituary 
aptly described his work with young 
people. “Anthony’s investment in 
youth and young adults was effort-
less and from the heart. Over the 
years he has helped with ISCF, been 
hockey chaplain for the Selects, spo-
ken at SBC chapels, and coached so 
many teams – both in hockey and 
baseball. Anthony’s love for youth 
was true and authentic.”

Meanwhile, the girls that played 
for him for so many years are back 
on the diamond competing in the 
sport that brought them all togeth-
er. When the 59ers take to the field, 
their longtime and beloved coach 
remains with them in so many ways. 
One way they remember him is to 
hang his cleats on the fence during 
games next to third base.

And they continue to utilize some 
of those skills that he imparted on 
them in year’s past as the 59ers are 
still winning, off to a 3-1 start early 
in this season, a season they have 
dedicated to him. 

Longtime softball coach remembered
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The defending provincial champion East 59ers, in action last week at Ile des Chenes as they rallied to defeat the Grunthal Fusion 14-12.
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Coach Koop hams it up with some of his girls.


