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The Alberta Masters team that will compete in the 
national championships. From left: Garry Klein of 
Edmonton, fifth; Rob Miklos of Lethbridge, fourth; 

Dave Cervo of Fort Macleod, third; Gerald Hafner 
of northern Alberta, second; and David Johnson of 
Calgary, first.

FRANK MCTIGHE 
GAZETTE EDITOR 

Dave Cervo reached his season’s 
goal of a second trip to the national 
five pin bowling championships. 
The Fort Macleod bowler earned  

a spot on the five-member Alberta 
masters team that will compete this 
summer in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
“It feels great,” the 58-year-old 

Cervo said Friday. “I’d like to do it 
every year but it’s pretty hard. I can 
make the provincials every year, but 
it’s hard to make the top five to get to 
nationals.” 
“Alberta is the hardest to get on the 

provincial team. We have the most 
bowlers, and the best bowlers.” 
This will be Cervo’s second trip to 

the national championships. Sixteen 
years ago he was on the Alberta 
team that competed, coincidentally, at 
St. John’s. 
There is some doubt about whether 

or not the national tournament will go 
ahead due to concerns about the 
spread of COVID-19. 
At present the tournament is still 

on and Cervo plans to head to the 
Rock with his wife Brenda at the end 
of June. 
“Hopefully it’s a go,” Cervo said. 

“We don’t know yet. It took me 16 
years to make the team again. It would 
be nice to go.” 
Cervo has been bowling in a league 

at Chinook Lanes in Pincher Creek, 
which has six new acrylic lanes, for 
about three years. 
“It’s a pretty good little house 

there,” said Cervo, who maintained a 
191 average in weekly league play. 
He has been recovering from 

surgery that sapped the strength in 
his throwing arm and is finally in 
playing shape. 
“I’ve been struggling for quite a 

while,” said Cervo, who set making 
the provincial team as a goal this 
season. “I’ve been working out a little 
bit better and my arm strength is 
getting better.” 
To reach the Alberta championships 

at Holiday Bowl in Lethbridge, 
bowlers had to compete in four tour-
naments with their best scores in three 
used to determine their placings. 
At the provincials, the 75 competi-

tors aged 18 to 65 years bowled eight 
games on the first day and another 
eight on the second day. 
Cervo was bowling well in the 

provincial tournament and in the fifth 
game hit a hot streak with seven 
consecutive strikes and finished with a 
score of 341. 
He was in first or second place in 

the standings on the first day of play, 
dropped to fourth briefly on the sec-
ond day, and ended up in third place to 

secure a place on the five-man team. 
Cervo had an average score of 202 

for the 16 games in the tournament, 
well ahead of his league average of 
191. 
Cervo attributed his strong perfor-

mance at provincials to the high level 
of competition. 
“They’re all good bowlers,” he said. 

“It raises your game. You’re bowling 
with some of the best bowlers.” 
With his 59th birthday in July, 

Cervo could be playing in seniors 
competition but prefers to stick to the 
masters division. 
“It’s like a big family,” Cervo said of 

the masters class. “All the same people 
have been there, except for a few young 
guys, for the last 20 years. You’ve got a 
group that sticks together.” 
Cervo owns four sets of bowling 

balls but plans to take a hot  
pink set, which measure 4 7/8  
inches and weigh three pounds, to 
Newfoundland. 

“Those are the ones that have been 
working best for me.” 
The Alberta team was relatively 

inexperienced the last time Cervo 
went to nationals and did not place. 
This year the provincial team is more 
experienced. 
Cervo bowled well last time at 

nationals, winning all but two of his 
21 match play games. 
Cervo will apply his experience 

from his last trip to nationals in 2004 
to this year’s tournament. 
“I’ve just got to bowl good,” he said 

with a laugh. “Bowling is weird. No 
matter how much you practice it’s all 
on that day when you wake up, how 
you’re mentally prepared. You can 
practice all you want, but if you suck 
on that day, you suck.” 
“A lot of it is mental, trying to focus 

yourself and throw a good ball and get 
good scores. If you’ve got the good 
mental set and tune everybody out, it 
makes it easier.”

Fort Macleod bowler earns 
place in national tourney
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Dave Cervo of Fort Macleod will compete at the national five pin 
bowling championships in St. John’s, Newfoundland.
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