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Bulldogs’ pre-season skid hits four games

The Alberni Valley Bulldogs
have dropped four games in
a row in BCHL pre-season
action.

A 5-4 loss to the Nanaimo
Clippers on Saturday, Oct. 17
was a feel-good story after
Friday night’s 7-1 debacle
at the hands of the Victoria
Grizzlies.

Heading into the weekend,
Bulldogs head coach and
general manager Joe Martin
called it a “measuring stick
weekend” against two clubs
the Bulldogs felt would be po-
sitioned to compete for the
Island Division crown.

“We challenged our older
players after Friday’s game,”
said Martin in a press release.
“Pre-season isn’t an excuse
for a lack of effort—we see
other teams playing well
and it’s frustrating to spend
a week preparing for what
we saw on Friday night. We
expect more, especially from
our veterans.”

Brandon Buhr had the lone
goal on Friday in the loss
against the Grizzlies. For
Bubhr, it was his first of the
pre-season. Jackson Glassford
struggled in goal for the Bull-
dogs as he allowed all seven
goals on 26 shots, while Vic-
toria’s Blake Wood stopped
30 of 31 shots the Bulldogs
sent his way.

On Saturday the Bulldogs
showed some resilience after
trailing much of the night,

Alberni Valley Bulldogs forward Olivier Fizet drives to the Grizzlies net during a game on Friday, Oct. 16. (PHOTO COURTESY CHAISSON CREATIVE)

but a strong push with the
empty net didn’t earn them
the goal they needed to win.
Dawson Tritt, Jacob Bosse,
Chase Klassen and Ethan

Bono all scored in the loss.
Luke Pearson stopped 30
of 35 in goal for the Bull-
dogs, while Jordan Naylor
stopped 34 of 38 for the
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Clippers.

The Bulldogs now see their
pre-season record sit at 2-4-
0. Their rematch against
the Grizzlies is set for Fri-
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day, Oct. 23 in Victoria. The
Bulldogs return home to the
Alberni Valley Multiplex on
Saturday to take on the Clip-
pers.
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Alberni
Motocross
signs new
land deal

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

Mosaic Forest Management
and the Alberni Motocross As-
sociation have signed a new
land use agreement that will
see continued racing in Cherry
Creek.

“We are pleased to renew the
access agreement with the Al-
berni Motocross Association
given its responsible approach
and focus on safety,” said Mo-
saic president and CEO Jeff
Zweig. “Providing recreational
access to our lands is one of
the gratifying ways we give
back to the community.”

This is one of several Rec-
reational Access Agreements
Mosaic has signed with user
groups on Vancouver Island.
The agreements are a mecha-
nism for organized groups and
clubs to gain access to Mosaic
private forest lands, he said.

The Alberni Motocross track
has been on the same piece of
property for nearly 40 years,
said Geoff Brown, president
of the Alberni Motocross
Association. The club moved
operations to its present loca-
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ON THE CALENDAR

Board of Directors Meeting
1:30 pm, October 28th

Alberni Valley & Bamfield
Services Committee Meeting
10:00 am, November 4th

Electoral Area Directors
Committee Meeting
1:30 pm, November 4th

All meetings via
Zoom videoconferencing

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There are three ways the public
can participate in ACRD Board

& Committee Meetings

- Apply to appear as a
Delegation

- Register to participate in a
Board or Committee Meeting
via Zoom Webinar

- Submit your questions/
comments on an agenda item
to responses@acrd.bc.ca

Visit www.acrd.bc.ca for

further information on public
participation in ACRD Meetings

PREPAREDNESS TIP

PREPARING for
a FALL STORM

e Trim dead branches and
cut down dead trees to
reduce the danger of these
falling onto your house
during a storm.

¢ Clean gutters, drains and
downpipes.

* Make sure your roof is in
good repair.

® Prepare an emergency kit.

250-720-2700 e www.acrd.bc.ca ® 3008 Fifth Ave. ¢ @ACR

www.albernivalleynews.com

Asher Brown of Port Alberm, 11,is makmg aname for hlmself in B.C. motocross actlon He and his dad Geoff
Brown, started riding with Alberni Motocross Association (AVMX) at the same time. (DOUG FISK PHOTO)

Motocross action continues
on Cherry Creek track

Continued from A27

tion in Cherry Creek in 1982
when then-owners MacMil-
lan Bloedel Ltd. donated the
land to the club. The property
changed ownership to Island
Timberlands, which is now
managed by Mosaic.

“Alberni Valley Motocross
has been at that location since
1982. (The club) has been ac-
tive since 1967.”

When Mosaic took over
management of the land, they
began looking at previous rec-
reational use agreements and
the AV Motocross’s lease was
not renewed pending review.
Mosaic asked for a zoning
change and an environmental
inspection of the four-hectare
(eight-acre) site.

The timing wasn’t great for
this season as the previous 10-
year lease expired in March,
just as the novel coronavirus
pandemic was declared. “It
was very poor timing just the
way it unfolded,” Brown said.

The motocross season typ-
ically kicks off in April and
wraps up around Thanksgiv-
ing. This year the track was
closed until Sept. 5; a new
lease was signed and COVID-
19 protocols put into place so
club members could access the
site again.

“This renewed access agree-
ment with Mosaic is a key part
of our club’s success,” Brown
said. “We value our partner-
ship with Mosaic. It provides
an excellent opportunity for
motocross riders in Port Al-
berni to stay active, get outside,
and enjoy this dynamic sport
in a safe environment.”

The property is secured with
a locked gate, and users need
to be members to receive a key
to the gate.

Brown and his son, Asher,
started motocross together
four years ago. “I was 41 and
he was seven,” Brown said.
“He’s now a top contender in

the province. I'm a proud fa-
ther, and it’s fun. It’s something
we do as a family together.”

“There’s more to motocross
than just racing,” said club
member Nancy Gibson. “It’s
about the friendships that are
made along the way; beginner
riders, teen riders and adult
riders share the same passion.
We all come together no matter
what the age and talk about
our favourite sport.”

Although Port Alberni’s
club only has 35 members
compared to Nanaimo’s
300-member motocross club,
Brown said they are making
changes that will attract new
members. Enduro cross is
popular among riders, so AV
Motocross is putting in an en-
duro track.

The competitive season
sees eight to 10 races between
tracks in Port Alberni, Camp-
bell River, Nanaimo, Port Mc-
Neill and Victoria.
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Join our experienced & passionate instructors for a variety of
fitness classes being offered at Echo Centre.

" Coming soon! PlexFit M-F 9:00-2:00pm at the Multiplex. Walk your
way to healthier you in the comfort of the AV Multiplex.

Register in advance for 1-hour time slots in the fithess studio at

Echo-Aquatic Centre.

Pre-registration is required for all Programs and Services. Please visit
playinpa.ca to register or find more details about our programs/services.
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