
328 Trans Canada Highway, Duncan 250 746 6841

Bring this Coupon in for BOGO $0.99 Milkshakes (Any Size)

Expires October 21ST, 2021

(One coupon per order)

STAY TUNED FOR THE NEXT DEAL OF THE WEEK! DUNCAN

LOCATION ONLY!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

(BOGO* = BUY 1 GET 1)

WINEMAKING
#8-5777 Trans Canada Hwy. | www.greatfermentations.ca | 250-748-2085

CHRISTMAS SALE
Prepare for

Christmas Wine ONLY 3 DAY LEFT20% OFF ALL
KITS

*Except Limited Release

*

Limited Edition
2021 is Coming.

Reserve 4 or more,

15% off on

each
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Police and fire crews on the accident scene in Chemainus Friday morning. There were multiple serious vehicle crashes on Friday before 
the long weekend throughout the Cowichan Valley. For more information, see page 3. (Photo by Don Bodger)

A Cowichan Bay business operator 
is crying foul after enduring multiple 
power outages, several days in a row 
for seemingly no reasonable cause.

Island Farmhouse Poultry’s Doug 
Prenevost said his company is losing 
money in electrical components and 
he’s also concerned for staff  safety 
and the welfare of the chickens at 
his processing plant each time the 
juice is jammed.

“Every time it happens, our busi-
ness has phoned BC Hydro and they 

Mystery 
power 
outages 
plague 
Cowichan 
Bay
BY SARAH SIMPSON

A new apartment building with 
83 rental units is being proposed for 
Koksilah Road.

The project, called Creekside on 
Koksilah, would be a five-storey 
building that would house an as-
sortment of rental units, from studio 
units to two-bedroom apartments, on 
a 2.2-acre lot.

Carwood Homes, a development 
company based in Saanich, has re-
cently submitted a rezoning applica-
tion to the Cowichan Valley Regional 
District for the project.

Company spokesman Carson 
Shanks said recent reports released by 
the Cowichan Housing Association 
have identified the need for develop-
ments like Creekside on Koksilah in 

83-unit 
rental 
apartment 
building 
proposed
BY ROBERT BARRON

Continued on  A20 Continued on  A21
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www.thisrides4u.ca

wtrd@shaw.ca

This Rides 4 U is a specialized service on Vancouver Island

that provides professional transportation for people with

wheel chairs and all types of disabilities. We go the extra

Mile to ensure that our clients are safely escorted, picked up

and dropped off for appointments on time.

DID YOU KNOW WE
ARE OPENWEEKENDS
AND STAT HOLIDAYS?
CALL TODAY TO BOOK IN ADVANCE!

All of
our Drivers
are fully

Vaccinated

Your
comfort
is our

priority!

• Medical Appointments
• Grocery Pick-up/Delivery
• Airport/Ferry Services
• Event Transportation
• Personal Transport
• Hospital Pick-up / Drop-off

COLUMN

I
t will be 11 years ago this month that 
I bought the house that I am currently 
living in.

When I think of  that day, it’s not the buying 
of  the house that comes to mind as much as 
the realtor who spent so much time helping 
me find it.

I had figured I’d look at five houses in my 
price range and then pick one; quick and easy.

But that’s not what happened at all.
My realtor, whose name was Mark, showed 

me dozens of  available homes over about 

a month period, and all I was seeing were 
homes that needed quite a lot of  renovations 
or were situated in areas where I really didn’t 
want to live.

But Mark patiently stuck with me (along 
with my brother and sister-in-law who also 
helped me through the process) until, after 
viewing about 30, I stepped into a house that 
fitted my needs perfectly and I made an offer 
that was accepted.

Mark was delighted to have survived the 
endless ordeal of  me picking apart every 
house he showed me for many weeks without 
coming close to a sale.

He said this was his last house sale before 
he and his wife took a trip to a resort in 
Mexico to get married.

I was surprised as I, along with my brother 
and sister-in-law, were heading to Mexico at 
the same time and, as it turned out, we were 
staying at a resort just a short distance from 
where Mark’s wedding was to take place.

Being the friendly sort of  fellow he was, 
Mark insisted that we attend his wedding.

We said we would try, but we had our own 
vacation agenda and lost track of  time, so 
we skipped the nuptials.

We were more than a little shocked when 
we learned a few days later that Mark had 
died on the morning after his wedding at the 
resort where he was staying.

Apparently, Mark’s new wife sent him to 

the hotel foyer to get her some coffee soon 
after they awoke that morning.

Mark walked to the foyer and when he 
was approaching the coffee pot, a gas line 
under the floor beneath his feet exploded, 
maiming and killing a bunch of  people, in-
cluding Mark.

I heard later that Mark’s wife knew some-
thing had happened when she saw people 
running in different directions to escape, 
what many of  them must have felt was, a 
terrorist attack.

Needless to say, she was horrified when 
she finally learned that she would never see 
her new and beloved husband of  just a few 
hours ever again.

And, to add to the tragedy, she discovered 
shortly after arriving back on Vancouver 
Island with her husband’s body that she was 
pregnant with his child.

Mark’s death was terrible and I can only 
imagine how devastated his wife must have 
been.

I had never met the woman but I often think 
of  her alone and trying to raise a child who 
would never know their dad.

I followed the investigation into the explo-
sion on the Internet and, after many months, 
it was determined that the gas lines corrod-
ed over time and were a disaster waiting to 
happen.

How unfortunate it was for Mark and his 
wife that the fates would align for the explo-
sion to occur just when Mark, a guy from 
thousands of  miles away and never at that 
resort before, was standing in the wrong place 
at the wrong time.

I waited for someone to be held responsi-
ble and for Mark’s wife to get a substantial 
settlement for the unfortunate loss of  her 
husband.

But, in the end, I believe no one was ulti-
mately blamed for the tragedy and Mark’s 
wife was never adequately compensated.

I really hope she’s doing OK.
It’s strange and scary just how fickle and 

fragile life can be.

Tragic end for good Nanaimo realtor

Robert Barron is a reporter with the Cowichan 
Valley Citizen. He can be reached at Robert.
Barron@cowichanvalleycitizen.com

33 Station Street | Downtown Duncan

www.martinsclothing.ca

LAST DAY OCT 30TH

CLOSING SALE

GREAT SELECTION MEN * LADIES * BOYS * GIRLS

Store Hours May Vary
IF YOU HAVE OUTSTANDING CREDITS OR GIFT CERTIFICATES YOU NEED TO USE THEM NOW!

(see store for details)

Suits & Sport Coats

Dress Pants & Dress Shirts

Ties & Belts

Casual Pants & Cords

New Saxx Underwear

SS & LS Sport shirts
(new LS in both Regular sizes and Big & Tall)

Pyjamas Flannel & Lightweight
(7, 16, 18, 20)

Stanfields Underwear
(only SM and XL)

GIRLS

Jeans
Tops

BOYS
Dress Shirts

7, 16, 18, 20

Suits
7, 14, 16, 18

Pants
10, 12, 14, 20

Hoodies
Pyjama Sets & Pants

LADIES

Dresses
Tops

Capri and Casual Pants
Dress Pants

Winter Jackets
Toques

MENS

EVERYTHING MUST GO

DISPLAY RACKS FOR SALE

DARREN MEINER REAL ESTATE

250-748-4804
www.darrenmeiner.com
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www.woodly.ca

Store Hours:
Monday to Friday 9am-6pm

Saturday 9am-5:30pm
Sunday and Holidays 11am-5pm

Post Office Hours:
Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm

Saturday 9am-2pm
Sunday and Holidays closed

Exclusively at
Pharmasave Mill Bay Pharmacy: 250-743-9011 | Customer Service: 250-743-9047

Mill Bay Centre

(Excludes lottery, prescriptions and post office.While supplies last see store for details)
Oct 14 - 21

Free Complimentary

with any $30 purchase
WOOD ART MAGNET

PHARMASAVE MILL BAY

News
Quality Dentures

as Divine as
You Are

Divine
Denture Centre
Charity Warwaruk, DD

FREE
Consultations

Valleyview Centre - Cobble Hill

Phone: 250-743-3311
www.divinedentures.ca

A traffic accident on the Trans-Can-
ada Highway on Friday, Oct. 8 tied 
up north-bound traffic for hours just 
as people were leaving work for the 
Thanksgiving long weekend.

Just after 3 p.m. on Friday, officers 
from the North Cowichan/Duncan 
RCMP detachment were called to 
the intersection of Green Road and 
the Trans-Canada Highway for what 
was initially reported as a six-vehicle 
collision.

RCMP Staff  Sergeant Janelle 
Shoihet said that when officers ar-
rived, they located two vehicles, a 
white Chevy Trax and a Grey BMW.

She said the driver of the Chevy 
Trax, a 53-year-old Duncan woman, 

suffered serious injuries and was 
transported to a local area hospital 
for treatment.

“The driver of  the BMW, a 
36-year-old Colwood man, fled the 
scene on foot,” Shoihet said.

“Several witnesses followed him 
prior to police arrival. He was lo-
cated a short distance away and 
arrested for failing to remain at the 
scene of a collision.”

Shoihet said witnesses reported 
the southbound BMW jumped the 
median, striking the northbound 
Chevy, causing it to spin around 
and strike the barrier.

“The cause of  the collision re-
mains under investigation, but speed 
and impairment haven’t been ruled 
out,” she said.

Man flees scene 

of Duncan crash
BY ROBERT BARRON

Northbound traffic on the Trans-Canada Highway in Duncan came almost to a standstill 
for hours after an accident near the Green Road intersection on the afternoon of Oct. 8. 
(Dana Thorne photo)

A BC Emergency Services Helicop-
ter transported a woman to hospital 
with undetermined injuries follow-
ing an accident in Chemainus Friday 
morning.

The accident happened on Che-
mainus Road south of the round-
about at the Sawmill Taphouse & 
Grill. The helicopter landed at near-
by Chemainus Secondary School to 
evacuate the patient.

Witnesses reported it was a two-ve-

hicle accident, with the driver of a 
Ford vehicle trapped. The male driver 
of a Jeep that was also heavily dam-
aged did not require evacuation by 
helicopter.

Daina Allenby noted on Facebook 
she witnessed the accident and “it 
was pretty bad debris everywhere.”

“But both people were awake and 
talking and the one fellow was out 
of his vehicle,” she added.

The damage to both vehicles was 
extensive, according to an employee 
at McBride’s Service Station that 

towed both vehicles to its com-
pound. He assessed both as write-
offs.

The speed limit on that stretch of 
Chemainus Road is 50 kilometres 
per hour.

Chemainus and Crofton Fire De-
partment personnel were on the scene 
as well as North Cowichan/Duncan 
RCMP.

Chemainus Road was closed in 
both directions at the accident site 
for nearly an hour. The scene was 
cleared at 10:05 a.m.

Driver airlifted from crash
BY DON BODGER

It was not a good start to the long 
weekend in the Chemainus area.

A second major two-vehicle ac-
cident of  the day occurred Friday 
afternoon at the intersection of 
Olsen Road and Chemainus Road. 
There had been an earlier one on 
Chemainus Road just south of the 
roundabout at the Sawmill Taphouse 
& Grill.

Two ambulances were on the scene 
of the Olsen Road crash. The extent 
of the injuries to vehicle occupants 
is not known.

Damages to the vehicles was again 
extensive, as in the earlier crash.

Chemainus Fire Department at-
tended and a pumper truck from the 
Crofton hall was called for mutual 
aid.

Emergency vehicles were busy most 
of the day. At the same time as the 
Olsen Road incident, a police car was 

headed south through Chemainus on 
its way to another major accident just 
outside of Duncan at Green Road.

Second two-car accident 
outside Chemainus on Friday
BY DON BODGER

Two vehicles were involved in a collision at Olsen Road and Chemainus Road Friday afternoon. 
(Photo by Don Bodger)
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• Turkey extra lean side bacon
• Garlic coils
• Smokies, beef jerky
• Whole BBQ pigs

• Fresh, gluten free sausage
• Sausage rolls
• Pepperoni
• Stuffed whole chickens & breasts

MADE IN-HOUSE!

430 Trans Can. Hwy., Duncan, BC
250-748-6377
duncanbutchershop@shaw.ca
www.duncanbutchershop.com

9
FLAVOURS
OF BEEF
JERKY!

Locally

Owned and

Operated

for 40

Years!

TUES., WEDS. & SAT 8AM - 5PM
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 8AM - 6PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS

SALE DATE: OCTOBER 18TH - 23RD, 2021

orGanic BoneleSS SkinleSS

chicken BreaST .................................$17.99 lB

GraSS Fed lamB loin choPS.............$16.99 lB

GraSS Fed ToP Sirloin STeakS......... $15.99 lB

BeeF ShorT riBS................................. $12.99 lB

douBle Smoked Bacon ..................... $11.99 lB

ToP Sirloin roaST.............................. $11.99 lB

Ground chuck...................................... $9.99 lB

cod FilleTS ........................................... $9.99 lB

Bone in chicken ThiGhS ...................... $4.99 lB

VOTED
BEST PLACE
TO BUY MEAT!
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Police are looking for suspects in a shooting 
incident in which shots were fired between 
two vehicles in Duncan on Oct. 3.

The incident occurred near the intersection 
of Trunk Road and Canada Avenue at ap-
proximately 11:30 p.m. that night.

RCMP Staff  Sergeant Janelle Shoihet said 
the shooting is believed to be an isolated and 
targeted incident and the investigation remains 
ongoing.

“The incident is being investigated by the 
North Cowichan RCMP General Investiga-
tion Section,” she said. “Anyone who was a 
witness is asked to call the RCMP.”

Police look for suspects 
in shooting incident
BY ROBERT BARRON

Police were out in force on the afternoon of 
Oct. 5 on Jubilee Street, near the intersection 
of Kenneth Street, as the RCMP attempted to 
arrest a person alleged to have been involved 
in an assault that took place three days earlier.

Numerous police cars and officers were on 
hand and the RCMP successfully arrested the 
person at the scene without incident.

RCMP Staff  Sergeant Janelle Shoihet said 
the individual was arrested in relation to an 
incident on Oct. 2 where a person turned up 
at a local area hospital suffering from serious 
injuries.

“The incident is being investigated by the 
North Cowichan RCMP General Investigation 
Section,” she said.

Police arrest suspect 
after alleged assault
BY ROBERT BARRON

Police arrest suspect in Duncan after alleged assault. 
(File photo)

MATTRESS

SPECIALS
MADE IN BC

QUEEN .... $1299

KING ....... $1799

IRONMAN PURE ENERGY
IGNITE 2.0

celliant

OFFICIAL SLEEP PRODUCT

15 yr warranty

700 COIL MATTRESSES

TWIN ......... $249

DOUBLE .... $269

QUEEN ...... $299

KING ......... $399

BC

MADE

MISMATCH MATTRESSES

TWIN ......... $299

DOUBLE .... $339

QUEEN ...... $359

KING ......... $489

BC

MADE

ALL LATEX - TENCIL COVER

TWIN XL
Reg. $2299 .......$1699

QUEEN
Reg. $3499 .......$1999

KING
Reg. $4999 .......$2699

QUEEN

KI

15
BC

MADE

EUROTOP

TWIN
Reg. $499........... $349
DOUBLE
Reg. $699........... $399
QUEEN
Reg. $749........... $499
KING
Reg. $999........... $699

QUEEN
Reg

KI
Reg

BC

MADE

SALE

$129999

LEATHER

THESE 3 RECLINERS ALL AVAILABLE IN ROCKER, SWIVEL, POWER & WALL-A-WAY!

SALE

$99999

SALE

$109999

SINGLE ADJUSTABLE POWER
BED WITH MATTRESS

*NOT EXACTLY AS SHOWN

SALE
$149999

Reg. $1999.99

CABINET BED

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER!

STARTING FROM

$249999

LIFT CHAIRS

SALE
$149999

(Picture not exactly as shown)

Reg. $2199.99

SOFA CHAISE

SALE
$169999

Reg. $2499.99

CUSTOM
MADE

SOFA SLEEPER BED

Singles $169999

Queen $199999

CUSTOM
MADE

SOFA AND LOVESEAT

SALE
$129999

SOFA

Reg. $2199.99

LOVESEAT

SALE
$119999

Reg. $1999.99

2 PIECE SECTIONAL

SALE
$279999

Reg. $3999.99

QUEEN SIZE MEMORY
FOAM MATTRESS

$59999

SALE

QUEEN MATTRESSES

$169999

SALE

COME SEE ROGER FOR THE BEST PRICES AND NO PRESSURE SALES!

RAHUL KAPILACOCO KAPILAROGER KAPILA

#503-5301 Chaster Road, Duncan
email: roger@rogersfurniture.ca
website: www.rogersfurniture.ca

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

• Mon. to Sat. 10am - 5pm
• Sunday 12pm - 4pm

250-597-8760

Office: 250-746-8123

Direct: 250-701-5123

www.sandracarswell.ca

P
HOL

EMBE TON

ESTABLISHED 1887

Live Love Sell Cowichan
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STARTS SUNDAY!

Open Daily from 8AM - 7PM

Locally Owned & Operated

Prices in Effect Oct 17 - Oct 23

The Home of Local Produce!

www.theoldfarmmarket.ca
250-748-7141
Trans Canada Highway
Just South of Duncan

Thank you for shopping local!

theoldfarmmarket

theoldfarmmarketduncan

$1.80 12 oz

$2.40 16 oz

Hot Apple Cider

$3.19
/100g

/ea/ea /ea

$3.99

Pumpkin
Pie
Milkshake
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GIANT PUMPKIN
WEIGH-OFF!

fun for the whole family!
Saturday, October 16 from 11am-3pm!

Free coffee & CAKE from 11 aM - 3 pM

Free mini pumpkin decorating for

kids from 11 am - 1 pm

99¢ hotdogs & 99¢ ice cream

from 11 am - 3 pm

live music & prizes to be won!

weigh-off begins at 1:00 pm

5164 francis st, duncan

more information at
theoldfarmmarketduncan

old farm market

a very big thank you to
our sponsors for making

this event possible!

/lb/ea

89¢

Okanagan

Red
Delicious

/ea/e
$1.49

Bunched

Carrots

69¢

Fresh

Radish

/ea/e
$1.99

Russet

Potatoes
5lb bag

/lb

Sweet

Pineapple

/ea/e
$2.99

Green

Onions

69¢

Grimm's
Black Forest

Ham

/100g/100g
$1.99

$3.09
/100g

Grimm's

Roast Beef
Reg or Garlic

/100g/100g
$2.09

Grimm's

Bavarian
Meatloaf

Cuddy

Turkey
Breast

$3.09
/100g

Grimm's

Hungarian
Salami

La Croix

Sparkling
Water
8x355 ml

/e

$4.99

Discovery

Coffee
Beans
340g

/e

$12.99

LOCAL

LOCAL

99¢

Italissima

Beans
398ml

+tx & deposit

/ea
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Time to start talking to 
each other about forestry

I would like to respond to a letter 
appearing in the Oct. 5 edition of the 
Cowichan Valley Citizen.

Paul Slade is among many British 
Columbians who are frustrated by 
what has transpired over the last 
several months at Fairy Creek and 
the BC Truck Loggers Association 
joins him in expressing that same 
frustration and concern — but be-
cause facts matter, I feel the need to 
clarify a few points.

Most important is the fact that 
there are 13.7 million hectares of old 
growth trees in British Columbia, of 
which 10 million hectares are pro-
tected from harvesting because they 
lie outside of  the timber supply area 
or are protected in parks. In other 
words, we will never run out of  old 
growth. It is also important to note 
that each year, less than a third of 
one per cent of  British Columbia’s 
total forest area is harvested — and 

only 0.1 per cent of  the total forest 
area harvested in British Colum-
bia is old growth forest. Addition-
ally, B.C. is already a world leader 
in completely sustainable logging 
practices.

One thing we can agree on is if  
more old growth forests are to be 
protected, affected contractors need 
to be compensated.

That said, I think most people 
would agree this situation is creat-
ing a level of uncertainty that goes 
beyond Fairy Creek and has serious 
implications for the entire sector, 
forest dependent communities and 
working families. Lost in the back 
and forth has been any constructive 
and collaborative conversation or 
attempt to strike a solution. This is 
why our Association has renewed a 
call for the B.C. government to fa-
cilitate a way forward, as a matter 
of urgency.

The vision will not come about 
through any singular one of  the 
vested interests, including the TLA, 

forest licensees, non-government or-
ganizations, First Nations or com-
munity groups. That is why we are 
calling on the premier and minister 
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development 
to bring the key stakeholder groups 
together — in a real, thoughtful and 
collaborative manner.

If  we truly and collectively want 
the sector to prosper, there are 
solutions to address government 
and societies’ expectations of B.C.’s 
forest management. However, this 
requires meaningful collaboration, 
decision-making that is informed by 
a true understanding of the issues, 
and the consequences affecting the 
livelihood of B.C.’s forest workers 
and resource communities depen-
dent on its success for their ongoing 
sustainability.

It’s time to stop talking at each 
other and start talking to each other.

Bob Brash, executive director
Truck Loggers Association of BC

Cowichan Valley Citizen is a division 
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Jubilee St., Duncan, B.C., V9L 1W8
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S
urveillance and privacy. These are thorny, and increasingly urgent issues.

Recently, Cowichan Valley driving school owner Mark Anderson 
announced his intentions to install dash cams in his business vehicles 

to safeguard employees and students. If  there is video available, he argues, 
it quickly puts the kibosh on any bad behaviour such as sexual harassment, 
something a driving instructor in Victoria, not associated with the Cowichan 
company, has been accused of.

The thing is, he’s not allowed to install cameras due to privacy concerns.
Some businesses do have surveillance cameras. And private properties and 

businesses aren’t the only ones.
There are a number of cities, including London, England, where cameras 

constantly surveilling the public sphere are commonplace. They are more 
common under what we consider to be more authoritarian regimes, such as in 
China, however, you shouldn’t be surprised to see cameras perched on guard 
in places you might not expect, ostensibly there to capture criminal activity. 
There’s actually a webcam in Duncan City Square, though its stated purpose 
is to provide some access to events and entertainment going on downtown, 
rather than surveil the general public.

If  you’re not doing anything wrong, goes the argument, then you shouldn’t 
mind being watched and possibly recorded all the time, right?

Of course it’s not so simple.
As individuals and as a society we value privacy, so much so that it is con-

sidered a fundamental right in Canada. It’s nobody’s business whether we 
go to the café, or buy medication, or meet a friend in the park. The idea of 
being watched all the time is frankly creepy.

The bottom line is that it’s almost impossible to feel any sort of freedom 
when you are on guard and under watchful eyes at all times.

So what’s the balance between security and privacy? There’s no easy line to 
draw, but we lean toward the least amount of surveillance possible.

Privacy vs. security

OUR VIEW OTHER VIEWS 

» We want to hear from you. Send comments to editor@cowichanvalleycitizen.com.  
Letters must include daytime phone number and hometown.

Opinion

Find us online
Our website: 
www.cowichanvalleycitizen.com
Facebook:
‘Cowichan Valley Citizen’
Twitter: 
@CowichanCitizen

ABOUT US LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send your items to: editor@cowichanvalleycitizen.com
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R
emember that conversation 
my husband and I had about 
whether or not we’d trade our 

family pet for $250,000? My beloved 
feline made it much more difficult to 
decide the other night while at the 
same time providing some uninter-
rupted quality time for my husband 
and I. I’ve dubbed this week’s column 
‘How to work on your marriage in 
four easy steps’ and the steps are as 
follows:

Step one: Get a really curious and 
water-obsessed cat.

Step two: Go to bed and wait for 
said cat to push your glass kettle off  
the counter in the middle of the night.

Step three: Wake up, not to the 
noise of the glass shattering, but to 
your husband cursing after he woke 
up to the commotion and went to 
investigate.

Step four: Work together to clean 
it up.

I groggily entered the kitchen to 
find my husband standing there in his 
bare feet, holding a broom. A door 
we usually keep open was closed.

“The cat’s in there,” he said. “That’s 

the kettle,” he added, pointing the 
broom at the pond of glass-water on 
the floor. “I don’t even know where 
to start.”

I turned around and walked away.
OK, I meant for that to sound very 

dramatic, I’m not sure why. Really, I 
just went and got our flip flops from 
the garage.

“That $250,000 trade may just be 
a good idea after all,” my husband 
muttered as he bent down to pick 
up the shell of the kettle that hadn’t 
been made of glass.

With our feet protected, I set to 
work sweeping the tiny shimmery 
bits into a pile while he picked up 
the bigger pieces by hand.

“At least we can get a new kettle,” 

I said with a grin.
We’d only had this kettle for about a 

year. The one we’d had previously was 
a gift to us and it had a feature that 
kept the water hot for a set amount 
of time after it boiled. As heavy tea 
drinkers, who often get distracted 
after we turn on the kettle, we loved 
that feature but were too cheap to get 
it when the old one finally kicked the 
bucket after many years of service.

His frown broke just a little at the 
thought. There was no doubt in either 
of our minds we were splurging on 
the ‘keep warm’ function. There was 
also no doubt that our next kettle 
would be stainless steel.

The way I saw it, the last time I was 
awoken to a similar situation, it was 
the night he accidentally knocked 
his beer onto his laptop. This was a 
cakewalk compared to that night-
mare, so I wasn’t nearly as distressed 
as he seemed to be.

“I mean really…” I carried on 
trying to lighten the mood, “what 
a great team building exercise we’ve 
got ourselves here. I know we work 
well together but this is something 

we’ve never done before!”
He laughed.
“And at least the kids are asleep so 

I don’t have to kick you all outside 
while I clean it up,” I said.

We reminisced about the time some-
thing got thrown and it knocked a 
drinking glass off  the side of  the 
counter, sending shards into the 
living room, dining room, hallway, 
and kitchen. With a crawler and a 
toddler at the time, I forced them 
and their dad into the backyard for a 
solid two-hour play while I effectively 
emptied our main floor of furniture 
and thoroughly cleaned it to make 
sure the children wouldn’t encounter 
any glass upon their return.

That incident was probably why we 
instituted the “we only throw socks 
in the house” rule we still follow to 
this day.

We chatted and laughed and told 
bad jokes and cursed the cat and 
his obsession with poking around 
at water inside water bottles and cups 
and toilets and apparently any vessel 
that can contain water including our 
half-full kettle. Luckily for us, the 

mess was confined to one section of 
the kitchen thanks to the island. Even 
so, it took us a solid half  an hour to 
clean it up and dispose of all the glass 
safely. It wasn’t what we wanted to 
be doing at 1:30 in the morning, but 
we kind of enjoyed doing it together.

We don’t do a lot of date nights, 
my husband and I. We don’t have 
much quality time off work together 
without our kids and that suits us fine 
for right now. They’re still young and 
we are enjoying making memories 
as a family. What we do get, though 
is the odd car ride talk when both 
kids have fallen asleep. We get the 
occasional after bedtime pantry raid 
for the cookies we’ve hidden (to go 
with our tea obviously). And now, I 
suppose we get these late-night clean-
ups together, too.

That last one courtesy of the darn 
cat.

Work on your marriage in 4 easy steps

Sarah Simpson is a reporter with the 
Cowichan Valley Citizen. She can be 
reached at Sarah.Simpson@cowichan-
valleycitizen.com
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Don’t be so quick to judge 
and threaten

Hello to everyone and I hope you 
are all well. Something happened on 
Saturday that has shaken me to the 
core and saddened my soul.

I have a small hobby farm that I run 
by myself  and also take care of my 
86-year-old uncle. I have sheep and 
a few goats, a pony and chickens. A 
lady came to my door and proceeded 
to rip a strip off  me, threatening to 
call the SPCA and report me. She 
finally informed me that my dogs 
had gained access to the pasture and 
were indeed harassing the animals. 
Someone was standing outside the 
fence video taping the chaos.

I am 70 and not as agile as I 
once was. I called the dogs out and 
assessed the animals, who were 
winded but not harmed.

I sincerely thank the women for 
taking the time to make me aware 
of what was happening. My point 
to this whole story, is kindness. Do 
these people really think that if  I 
had been aware of what was taking 
place that I wouldn’t have stopped 

it immediately? Could they have 
offered their help or at least not 
yelled and threatened me?

A little bit of kindness would have 
gone a long way. Please everyone, 
don’t be so quick to judge, offer your 
help and throw in a little kindness, it 
will make this world a better place.

Thank you,

Penny Parkinson
Duncan

Municipalities must be 
able to change course on 
development at any time

I was truly disheartened reading 
today’s issue of the Citizen. The 
overdevelopment in our Valley, and the 
loss of control of our own community 
land base should disturb us all.

How are we still at a stage in 
history in which the interests of 
a development company — one 
company — can trump the needs 
and wishes of  countless citizens? 
We need to advocate for change. 
Large-scale projects continue to be 

approved in our community without 
those in decision-making positions 
having awareness of the full scope 
of project implications. When these 
implications become apparent, the 
community finds itself  powerless: 
after a land use has been permitted, 
our municipality and our citizens 
have no recourse to adjust, change 
or revise an in-progress project.

The mammoth Kingsview 
development, with its incessant noise 
production, absolutely unreasonable 
in scale in a time of climate crisis, and 
a completely untenable economic fit 
in a community dealing with a dire 
shortage of affordable housing is 
just one example.

Businesses make decisions, 
evaluate results, and adjust and 
change course on a regular basis. 
Any reasonable individual does this 
numerous times throughout one’s 
life. If  municipalities are expected 
to manage growth responsibly, they 
must be vested with the power to 
continuously gauge and evaluate the 
appropriateness of a project once its 
full implications become apparent. 
Cowichan Valley residents need to 

have a means, via our own voice and 
through the work of  our elected 
representatives, to control what 
happens in our community — both 
before a project is approved, and 
after, once its myriad ramifications 
have come to light.

Zoe Dalton
Duncan

Have cell phone lock boxes 
in schools

In regards to Jim Copley’s 
comments, there is a solution about 
cell phones in the schools.

In September, 2019, I went to my 
high school graduation reunion. The 
high school we went to was torn 
down and a new school was built. 
Part of the weekend activities was 
a tour of  the new school. At the 
entrance to every classroom was a 
lock box. All students had to put 
their cell phones into this box. At the 
end of the class, the students would 
pick back their phones,

The school principle who was our 
guide said that this system worked 

perfectly in the whole school. No 
cell phone interruptions.

Unbelievable!

Joe Sawchuk
Duncan

Mayor and council must 
consider impact on hospital

I read with interest the excellent 
article by Robert Barron concerning 
the Bell McKinnon Local Area Plan.

As a resident of Cobble Hill, my 
first thought was that North Co-
wichan had a potential problem 
which would no doubt be resolved, 
but has no direct bearing on me.

After further thought, it occurs 
to me that changing any of the key 
elements of the LAP, as presented to 
VIHA, could delay construction of 
the hospital. This would, of course, 
impact all of us who live in the re-
gion and I sincerely hope that the 
mayor and council keep this in mind 
during their deliberations.

Ed White
Cobble Hill
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Early Bird Breakfast Special
M-F 7:30am - 9am

$799

3278 Sherman Rd. 250 746-3020 Hours 7:30 - 3pm

OCTOBER SPECIAL

MUFFIN
-N-

LATTE COMBO

BOGO Lunch Specials
Buy 1 Get 1 1/2 off

Oct 18, Mon BBQ Chicken Quesadilla
w/ side

Oct 20, Wed Geri’s Meatloaf sandwich
w/ side

Oct 22, Fri Sweet & Sour Pork Veggie
Wrap w/ side

@ BERKEYS

coupon required coupon required sides = fries, soup or salad

$1OFF
ANY

OMG Delicious

Weekly, Bi-weekly,

Monthly Regular Cleaning

B&B housekeeper

New construction,

Move-outs,

Renovation Cleaning

Office cleaning

Experienced, reliable and

professional service!

Contact Tabitha at

250-797-7588

WCB covered and Insured

CALL 250-597-4662 or Email admin@cowichanbraininjury.org

COWICHAN BRAIN INJURY SOCIETY (CBIS)

OUR HELPING HANDS CAMPAIGN

Let’s work together so no one living with brain injury is left behind in the

Cowichan area. Give a Helping Hand by Adopting the Program - Let’s Get Brain Fit.

Survivors experience a cranial challenge. Discover

how the brain works. You have the world’s most

powerful thinking machine: YOUR BRAIN!

Brain studies reveal exciting secrets; how the brain

reacts to new experiences, to how much information

it can store. At Brain Fit your brain explores,

guess, and try new things. CBIS makes you think!

The power of your brain will surprise you. We test your brain and retest it. Every time

you use your brain, like solving puzzles, learn new knowledge and skills - your brain

changes.

Every dollar accelerates a brain injury survivor’s journey to recover,

rediscover themselves and rebuild a fulfilling life.

We appreciate the assistance from Island Health and ICBC.

All of us long to have

someone to be,

something to do, and

somewhere to belong!

We’re asking Community-Minded

Businesses and Public-Spirited

Citizens of the Cowichan area

to give us a Helping Hand to

give HOPE to a survivor and

their family. You never know

when YOUR LIFE will take

a dramatic turn.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Excellent care at Cowichan 
hospital

I’m a former resident of the Lower Mainland, 
now on the Island. An emergency brought me 
to the Cowichan District Hospital Sept. 11, 
2021. There, I was treated by Dr. Leech-Porter, 
a nurse, and a phlebotomist.

The quality of care and compassionate — yet 
professional — conduct of all involved was 
impressive. It increased my confidence in the 
plan we made immeasurably.

I particularly admired the way Dr. Leech-
Porter involved other healthcare professionals 
in our discussion and plan. Dr. Leech-
Porter turned the presence of the nurse and 
phlebotomist present to an advantage, soliciting 
their opinions.

With apologies for missing the names of the 
others involved, I write to thank them all for 
their excellent work. As I said at the time, under 
the auspices of Dr. Leech-Porter, the care I 
received Sept. 11 was as good, if not better, 
than some of my best on the Lower Mainland.

I had to return to hospital Sept. 12 where, 
again, I received excellent care. Things didn’t 
go as well on Sept. 13, but I prefer to focus 
on the positive. That said, I’m embarrassed 
to have missed the names of those involved 
Sept. 12, all of whom were also good. I have 
to go back today; fingers crossed for another 
positive outcome.

With profound appreciation,

Marjorie Brown
Crofton

City treated Town Crier poorly

Re: the letter from Mr. Buss, the former 
Town Crier.

This man is a jewel and has probably done 
more in his lifetime than any of  our local 
politicians can ever hope to accomplish. Yet 
he is brushed off  like a piece of dandruff.

You could have let him choose his own time 
to retire, then quietly eliminated the position. 
This man deserves the Order of Duncan, the 
Key to the City, a Civic Dinner and every 
other accolade the city hands out.

Think again Duncan.

Muriel Weston
Duncan

Wonders of trees

Unfortunately I cannot recall the origin 
of these words but wish to share them with 
readers.

“If  only we could invent something that 
slowed flood water, stabilized the land, ab-
sorbed carbon, breathed out oxygen, and pro-
vided essential habitat for our wildlife. We 
could call them Terra Rescue Eco Engines, 
or TREES for short.”

Gloria Lorenzen
Duncan

For more letters to the editor, check out our 
website at www.cowichanvalleycitizen.com
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Growing Together

Child and Parent

Society is looking

for Board members

to join the team!

Requirements of a Board of Director:

Please join us at our Annual General meeting

October 25th 4:30 to 5:30 via zoom, to learn

more about the society and programs.

Please RSVP or for more information regard the Board

of Directors please call 250-748-9754

Attend monthly meetings – approximately 10 per year

Commitment to the purpose & programs of the society

Participate in projects as they arise

Keep apprised of reports/society policy and procedures

Term: one year

Our society is dedicated to the welfare and care of

children of young parents whom are completing their

education. The society provides daycare, support,

food programs, clothing exchanges and networks to

community supports.

www.kenandkelli.ca

250-746-8123 mail@kenandkelli.ca

kenandkelli.ca

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Anderson

Ken & Kelli
JanickiA second attempt to prevent the 

development of  a 108-unit modu-
lar-home park in Chemainus has failed.

At a meeting on Oct. 7, North Co-
wichan’s council decided in a tight 4-3 
vote not to down-zone a 21.5-acre 
property at 9090 Trans Canada Hwy. 
that would have stopped the project, 
which is called Morgan Maples and 
located next to the Country Maples 
Campground, in its tracks.

The recommendation by Coun. Kate 
Marsh to down-zone the property to 
only allow the sale of lots of no less 
than two acres came on the heels of 
another failed motion made by Coun. 
Rob Douglas in June to down-zone the 
property so that the modular-home 
park couldn’t be developed there.

As in June, Mayor Al Siebring and 
councillors Debra Toporowski, Tek 
Manhas and Rosalie Sawrie voted 
against Marsh’s motion largely due 
to the fact that the region is in a hous-
ing crisis and is in desperate need of 
affordable housing.

Repeating what he said during the 
debate on the issue in June, Siebring 
noted at Thursday’s meeting that 
council finds itself  on the horns of 
a dilemma.

He said that on one hand, it’s a land-
use issue, but the other side of the coin is 
that it’s also an affordable housing issue.

“The proposal calls for the down-zon-
ing of the property for it to become, 
potentially, 10 or 11 two-acre lots that 
would sell for about $1.5 million each,” 
Siebring said.

“These would be very comfy estates 
that would be the worst kind of urban 
planning for affordability, the envi-
ronment, density and all that stuff. 
When you look at that, there’s really 
no question in my mind on which way 
I have to go. The housing crisis is a 

more important issue to deal with.”
Core Group, consisting of Robyn 

Kelln and his wife from Salt Spring Is-
land and an engineering company from 
Vancouver, purchased the site last year 
to develop the modular-home park.

The site is zoned to allow the devel-
opment, and has been for more than 
40 years, but Douglas and Marsh took 
exception to its location in the middle 
of a mostly rural area and lack of align-
ment with the official community plan.

In a written statement by Marsh 
submitted to council when she made 
the motion, Marsh said that the repeal 
of the property from the agricultural 
land reserve 42 years ago should never 
have happened.

She said current best practices in 
planning would not support 108 units 
on a steep slope in a rural area above a 
river, particularly the Chemainus River 
whose creeks and tributaries support 
salmon and other important and pos-
sibly endangered species.

Marsh also questioned how “afford-
able” the housing project will really be 
when the environmental impacts are 
considered.

“We bandy around the term ‘afford-
able’ housing like it means the same 
thing to everyone, and we should not 
forget to take into account the wider 
costs of  density in rural areas,” she 
said.

“Forty-two years ago, building 108 
units beside a fish bearing, clean water 
supplying, ecosystem may have seemed 
affordable, but it never was. And we are 
now seeing the true cost of these poor 
past land-use choices made in many 
places, including the municipality, 
through droughts, floods, wind storms, 
fires, and heat domes.”

Marsh said many residents of North 
Cowichan have repeatedly told council 
through official community plans not 
to build density in rural areas.

“As council, it is our job to be the 
stewards for future generations in terms 
of our land-use decisions,” she said.

“This land can’t support density 
without a cost we can’t afford down 
the road. That means carefully mak-
ing land-use decisions, popular or not. 
We need more affordable housing in 
North Cowichan, but this is not the 
place for it.”

But Sawrie pointed out that a de-
veloper is not going to purchase a lot 
of land like 9090 TCH within the ur-
ban-containment boundary to build 
a similar development and make it 
affordable.

“That’s not what we’re seeing right 
now in the housing market,” she said.

“So, yes, it doesn’t fall in line with the 
OCP and even my own values around 
walkability, but it will add to the hous-
ing stock. The housing crisis can’t be 
taken lightly.”

Coun. Christopher Justice said, con-
sidering the overall and long-term good 
of the community, the most fundamen-
tal question comes down to what is the 
best use of the land.

“That question has been considered 
twice now by the community and coun-
cils in the 2002 and 2011 OCP updates 
which designated this land as rural and 
outside growth boundaries,” he said.

“If this land was zoned agricultural, 
would either of us be in favour of an 
application to change the zoning to 
allow a trailer park? I very much doubt 
it. Even with the need for housing, all 
of  us recognize this is not the right 
place for it.”

But Toporowski questioned whether 
it’s fair to change the zoning after the 
developer bought it in good faith that 
a modular-home development could 
be put there.

“To decide to change the rules would 
create uncertainty and distrust,” she 
said.

Second effort to stop 
modular-home park fails
BY ROBERT BARRON

Check out our                
Facebook page:

‘Cowichan Valley Citizen’
Find us on Twitter:
@CowichanCitizen
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At 6:00 pm on October 18, 2021, Duncan City Council will consider adoption of “Council Procedure Amendment Bylaw

No. 3050.04, 2021”, which will amend the Council Procedure Bylaw:

2.1 By deleting the word “inside” in the phrase ’means the notice board inside the front doors of City Hall, …’ and replacing
it with the word “outside” in the definition of “Public Notice Posting Places” In Section 3. (1)

2.2 By deleting “MEETING” and replacing with “REPORT” to the Title Part 5, ANNUAL MEETING.

2.3 By deleting “Meeting” and replacing with “Report” to the subtitle Part 5, Notice of Annual Meeting.

2.4 By deleting “annual” from the phrase ‘annual meeting’ from Part 5, Sections 15. (1) (c) and (d); and Section 15. (2)

2.5 By adding the following as Part 8, Section 30. (6): “As is not intended that Council make final decisions for requests
directly after a delegation, a 2/3rds affirmative Council vote is required for a decision, other than where requests are
referred to staff or another Committee for review, report, and recommendations to Council.”

2.6 By deleting Part 8, Section 38 in its entirety and replace with:

38. (1) Subject to the Community Charter:

(a) a special council meeting, a regular Council meeting, C/W, or Committee meeting, may be conducted by means of
electronic or other communication facilities when approved by the Corporate Officer, or

(b) a member of council or a council committee who is unable to attend at a council meeting or a council committee
meeting, as applicable, may participate in the meeting by means of electronic or other communication facilities.

(2) The following rules apply in relation to a meeting referred to in subsection (1):

(a) the facilities must enable the meeting’s participants to hear, or watch and hear, each other.

(b) The member presiding at a Council, C/W, or Committee meeting must participate with video capabilities (watch
and be seen) if the majority of members are participating with video capabilities.

(c) public notices must include notice of the way in which the meeting is to be conducted and the place where the
public may attend to hear, or watch and hear, the proceedings that are open to the public; and

(d) except for any part of themeeting that is closed to the public, the facilitiesmust enable the public to hear, or watch
and hear, the meeting at the specified place, with a designated municipal officer in attendance.

(3) Members of council or a council committee who are participating under this section in a meeting conducted in
accordance with this section are deemed to be present at the meeting.

27 By adding the following in Part 10, Public Hearings, Section 46 (2): “The Corporate Officer may make opportunity for
persons who believe their interest in property is affected by the proposed Bylaw, or their representative, to be heard,
or seen and heard, by means of electronic or other communication facilities.”

2.8 By adding the following in Part 10, Public Hearings, Section 46 (3): “That the hearing may be held in person or
electronically, in whole or in part, at the discretion of the Corporate Officer.”

Questions? Contact the Acting Director of Corporate Services, Monika Schittek, at monika@duncan.ca or 250-746-6126.

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT TO COUNCIL PROCEDURE BYLAW

LATE SHOW
SOLD OUT

Office: (250) 748-5000
www.ClementRealEstate.com
grant@clementrealestate.com
nathan@clementrealestate.com
2610 Beverly Street Duncan, BC V9L 5C7

Sutton Group
West Coast Realty

Independently owned and operated office

GRANT CLEMENT NATHAN CLEMENT

SINCE 1973

CITY OF DUNCAN

It’s unknown when construction of the new 
Cairnsmore roundabout will begin now that 
a grant application from the City of Duncan 
was denied.

The city was waiting to see if  its application 
for a grant totalling almost $1.3 million for 

the project from the Canada Infrastructure 
Program was successful before moving forward 
with construction of the roundabout, which is 
the first one planned in Duncan.

But, after being informed the application was 
unsuccessful, CAO Peter De Verteuil said the 
city will now discuss funding the project during 
the upcoming budget deliberations for 2022.

“The city is also al-
ways looking for new 
offerings of infrastruc-
ture grants,” he added.

The roundabout, 
which is to be locat-
ed at the intersection 
of Government, Col-
lege, and Cairnsmore 
streets, adjacent to the 
Fishbowl Cafe, is ex-
pected to cost a total 
of $1.4 million.

The city has deter-
mined that the round-

about is needed to improve traffic circulation 
and safety at the busy intersection.

At the Duncan council meeting on Oct. 4, 
Coun. Garry Bruce said the roundabout is cru-
cial to help ease traffic congestion in the area.

He said it’s common for drivers to have to 
line up for some time to get through the in-
tersection.

“No traffic coming 
from downtown moves 
when the light at the 
intersection is red, 

and sometimes between 20 and 30 cars line 
up there,” Bruce said.

“It would sure be nice to expedite some-
thing to move this project along, because it’s 
necessary.”

De Verteuil agreed that staff  see the project 
as critical.

“We felt good about the grant application, 
but the [Canada Infrastructure Program] was 
over-subscribed, like so many other grant pro-
grams recently,” he said.

“In upcoming budget meetings, we’ll have 
to decide whether we want to move forward 
without a grant to help fund the project, or wait 
for another opportunity to line up for a grant.”

In 2013, the city hired the Boulevard Trans-
portation Group to undertake a review and 
preliminary design of the roundabout, and it 
was determined at that time that a roundabout 
would be feasible at the intersection in which 
the three streets meet.

In 2019, the city and Queen Margaret’s 
School entered into a memorandum of un-
derstanding which included a commitment 
from the city to grant access to the school from 
the roundabout to coincide with the school’s 
ongoing construction and renovation project.

Grant request for construction of new 
roundabout at Cairnsmore denied
BY ROBERT BARRON

The City of Duncan is planning to construct its first 
roundabout at the intersection of Government, College 
and Cairnsmore streets. (File photo)



Cowichan Valley Citizen Thursday, October 14, 2021  A11http://www.cowichanvalleycitizen.com

CITY OF DUNCAN

The City of  Duncan has turned 
down another application for $10,000 
in funding from the city’s COVID-19 
grant program, the ninth rejection 
since the program began last year.

The Cowichan Family Life As-
sociation, which offers affordable 
counselling for those with mental 
health issues in the Cowichan Val-
ley, had applied for funding from 
the program to help pay for its new 
volunteer counselling program, which 
is focused on young adults.

The CFLA had applied for funding 
from the program before for another 
initiative, but was rejected.

Madelaine MacLeod, the CFL’s 
executive director, told council at 
its meeting on Oct. 4 that since the 
pandemic began in March, 2020, the 
CFLA has experienced a huge rise in 
requests for its services to help cope 
with increasing anxiety, stress, de-
pression, isolation and other negative 
issues impacting people, and is now 
struggling to keep up with its wait 
list for counselling.

She said the new program is intend-
ed for those who don’t have access to 
extended medical plans or who can’t 
afford private counselling services.

“We believe we have met all the 
‘must’ criteria for this application, 
and the only ‘must not’ criteria that 
our application doesn’t fit is that the 
funds can’t pay [the salaries of exist-
ing staff],” MacLeod said.

“Outside of rent and miscellaneous 
office expenses, this is the only ex-
pense we have.”

The city’s COVID-19 grant pro-
gram, which began at the beginning 
of the pandemic, is intended to en-

courage creative thinking by local 
organizations to develop programs 
and concepts that will support Dun-
can businesses and residents affected 
by the pandemic, with a $10,000 cap 
for each application.

So far, there have been 13 applica-
tions for funding, but just four have 
been approved by council to date.

The applications that were denied 
were largely considered by council to 
not fit the criteria of the program, or 
didn’t directly benefit the people or 
businesses in the city.

Coun. Tom Duncan said at the 
meeting on Oct. 4 that while he un-
derstands there are mental-health 
issues in the community, the CFLA 
application doesn’t fit the criteria of 
the program.

“The application can’t be used to 
pay existing staff  salaries,” he said.

“As well, the criteria states that 
funding shouldn’t go to programs 
that duplicate the mandate of an ex-
isting program, and Island Health 
and the province are responsible for 
mental health issues.”

Coun. Stacy Middlemiss said she 
sees a lot of people suffering in the 
community and if  CFLA’s applica-
tion did fit the criteria, it would be 
beneficial.

“There’s so many people falling 
through the cracks right now and 
not enough people are trained to help 
deal with it,” she said.

“The CFLA has been in business a 
long time and it is a responsible and 
knowledgeable organization. Maybe 
they could shift the numbers around 
in their application to deal with the 
salaries problem.”

Coun. Bob Brooke said council is 
trying to fit a square peg in a round 
hole.

“It doesn’t fit the criteria but, that 
being said, I haven’t seen anything 
more needed and deserving in my 
years on council,” he said.

Coun. Jenni Capps said it’s sad that 
some issues are not being addressed 
by senior levels of government which 
are responsible for them.

“Unfortunately, while I do think 
much of this application is in line 
with the criteria, the paying of sala-
ries is not,” she said.

“If we deny this application, and 
if  the CFLA feel there is any other 
way for the city to help them, like 
reapplying for a COVID-19 grant 
if  another program is a fit, or for 
another grant when we’re doling out 
grants-in-aid applications, maybe we 
can help them then.”

City denies another COVID-19 grant request
BY ROBERT BARRON

Duncan Coun. Jenni Capps said that, while the application for a $10,000 grant from the 
Cowichan Family Life Association doesn’t fit the city’s criteria, she hopes the city can help 
the organization some other way. (File photo)
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New world. New challenges. New learning.

JUNIOR SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, October 20, 2021

9:00am–11:00am

RSVPs Required

7030 Trans-Canada Highway | Duncan, BC V9L 6A1

T 250.746.3100 www.northcowichan.ca

2021 Virtual Meeting Schedule Notice
North Cowichan gives notice under Sections 128 and 128.2 of the Community

Charter and Sections 465 and 541 of the Local Government Act, that the Regular

Council, Public Hearing, Committee of the Whole, Board of Variance, and

Environmental Advisory Committee meetings for the balance of 2021 will be held

by electronic means. These meetings will be conducted by video conference

using the Cisco Webex platform, and though electronic, will be open to the

public. You may also view the meeting as it is streamed live by going to

www.northcowichan.ca/Agendas, and click on the ‘Live Stream Viewer’ link. A

copy of the recording will be made available for on-demand viewing.

2021 Virtual Meeting Schedule

Date Time Meeting

October 12 6:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole Meeting

October 20 1:30 p.m. Regular Council Meeting

October 20 6:00 p.m. Public Hearing

October 28 2:00 p.m. Board of Variance Meeting

November 3 1:30 p.m. Regular Council Meeting

November 9 6:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole Meeting

November 16 1:30 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting

November 17 1:30 p.m. Regular Council Meeting

November 17 6:00 p.m. Public Hearing

December 1 1:30 p.m. Regular Council Meeting

December 7 6:00 p.m. Committee of the Whole Meeting

December 15 1:30 p.m. Regular Council Meeting

December 15 6:00 p.m. Public Hearing

Anyone wishing to participate in a Council, Public Hearing, or Committee of the

Whole meeting may do so electronically by joining the meeting using a

computer, smartphone or tablet.

Please visit www.northcowichan.ca/virtualmeeting for instructions on how you

can join this meeting, and the link to join.

The Municipal Hall, located at 7030 Trans-Canada Highway, Duncan, will be made

available for members of the public to observe the above meetings. Due to

COVID-19, participants attending the Municipal Hall to observe the meeting will

be required to wear a mask at all times and maintain appropriate social

distancing of at least 6 feet. We ask the public, if possible, to participate

electronically from the comfort and safety of their home to protect you, municipal

staff, and our community as part of our collective effort to hold the line against

this dangerous virus.

For more information, contact Tricia Mayea, Deputy Corporate Officer at

250.746.3125 or by email: tricia.mayea@northcowichan.ca.

A group has formed to assist a refugee to 
come to the Cowichan Valley who is a member 
of the LGBTQ2S+ community in a country 
that is largely hostile to such sexual orienta-
tions, and they are hosting a no-holds-barred 
drag show to get the fundraising ball rolling.

Jeff  Leggat, a member of Duncan United 
Church, said the church recently became an 

official “Affirming Church”, which means its 
members actively work to be inclusive, wel-
coming, and loving of  all members of  the 
LGBTQ2S+ community.

He said one of the church’s first calls to action 
as an Affirming Church has been to create the 
volunteer committee ARC, which means Assist-
ing Refugees in Cowichan, consisting of three 
members of the church, two members of the 
local LGBTQ2S+ community and two advisors.

“Our mission statement is to affect positive 
change through kindness, love and support for 
one person or family at a time through the act 
of refugee sponsorship,” Leggat said.

“We are focusing on sponsoring and support-
ing a member of the LGBTQ2S+ community 
in a country where homosexuality is considered 
illegal and people may be persecuted with sen-
tences up to, and including, the death penalty.”

Leggat said a person from an African country 
has been chosen by ARC to be the first refugee 
the committee will sponsor, but his/her identity 
can’t be released until the application process 
has been successfully completed.

He said ARC is in the process of trying to 
raise $30,000 over the next few months to sat-
isfy the government requirements to bring the 
refugee to Canada, application process fees and 
refugee settlement costs for a 12-month period.

“An anonymous donor has already pledged 
to match the first $10,000 dollars raised, which 
has given us such an incredible boost,” he said.

Leggat said ARC is sponsoring a drag show 
fundraiser, which will be a RuPaul-type event, 
with performers coming from Toronto and 
Vancouver on Oct. 22 at the Duncan Eagles 
Hall for about 300 guests in two shows, de-
pending on health restrictions at the time, and 
is seeking door prizes as well as 50/50 giveaways 
for the event.

Tickets for the two shows, which begin at 7 
p.m. and at 9:30 p.m., are $20 each and can be 
purchased at Red Arrow Brewery, The Ginger 
Room on Craig Street, Duncan Pets on the 
Trans-Canada Highway, and Gibby’s Cafe at 
Berkey’s Corner.

He said ARC will also sponsor an Online 
Auction Gala starting at the end of October 
that will run until Christmas, and is looking 
for products, gift certificates and gift baskets 
that will be auctioned off.

ARC has also set up a GoFundMe page which 
can be found at https://gofund.me/6a9b2569.

ARC’s Facebook page can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/104258685326914/
posts/114968984255884/?sfnsn=mo

Donations dropped off  at Duncan United 
Church will go directly to ARC.

Leggat said donations will be recognized on 
ARC’s social medial platforms, the drag show 
and throughout the auction.

“The Cowichan Valley has proven time and 
time again to be a welcoming and supportive 
community with strong leadership, positive 
community values and progressive social goals,” 
a press release from ARC said.

“We believe that it ‘takes a village’ to raise 
and develop successful members of  society 
and, with that in mind, we come to you asking 
for your help.”

Group formed to aid LGBTQ2S+ refugees 
come to Cowichan; drag show fundraiser
BY ROBERT BARRON
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Thank you healthcare heroes

Thank you to the doctors, nurses and other medical care staff

who continue to work tirelessly to keep our communities healthy.

isherwoodautogroup.ca

LAKE COWICHAN

The approximately 100 acres of 
land that is owned by the Ts’uubaa-
asatx (Lake Cowichan) First Nation 
along North Shore Road is a busy 
place these days.

Tractors, dump trucks and busy la-
bourers cover the area as work contin-
ues on a number of ambitious projects 
that the Ts’uubaa-asatx has embarked 
upon in recent years.

Aaron Hamilton, the First Nation’s 
operations manager, said the first 
phase of the residential development 
that is being constructed on waterfront 
property on the acreage has been sold 
out, with nine of the 26 houses in the 
first phase expected to be completed 
by the end of the year.

He said the development’s second 
phase, which is planned to be about 
the same size as the first, is scheduled 
to begin in September, and phases 
three and four will follow over the 
next 10 years.

“The housing is selling quickly be-
cause real estate is still red hot in Lake 
Cowichan and across the Cowichan 
Valley due to the fact that there just 
isn’t enough inventory right now, and 
we’re capitalizing on that,” Hamilton 
said.

“We’re also creating an access to our 
recently completed 28-slip marina that 
we have constructed on the waterfront, 
which will be exclusively for use by 
people in the housing development, 
and that work should be completed 
by next month.”

Hamilton said that when the access 

to the marina is complete, the First 
Nation’s Kaatza Adventures, a rental 
company that deals in kayaks, paddle 
boards, paddle boats and other water 
craft, will move from its current land-
based location to the marina to allow 
easier access to the water.

He said future plans for the 100 

acres, only about half of which can 
be developed, include storage facilities 
and homes for the members of the 
First Nation, which currently number 
approximately 30.

Hamilton said the Ts’uubaa-asatx’s 
head office is also in the midst of a 
major expansion and renovation that 

will see its footprint double in size.
He said the First Nation Health 

Authority has provided funding so 
that medical examination rooms can 
be added to the head office for when 
nurses and other health officials visit 
the First Nation for medical checks.

“We’ve also received funding from 
the BC Aboriginal Child Care Society 
to create space in the head office for 
early-learning and continuing educa-
tion programs,” Hamilton said.

“The work at the head office is long 
overdue.”

Hamilton said the Ts’uubaa-asatx’s 
enterprising and extensive develop-
ment plans are largely the result of the 
members’ update of their community 
plan in 2017, in which the plans were 
formulated in a general way before 
taking shape in the following years 
and leading to the work currently 
underway.

“Our overall dream is to become self  
sufficient and raise enough revenue 
to look after our people in a healthy 
way,” he said.

“We want our next generations to 
have access to finances and resources 
to pursue their educations and receive 
the supports they need in their lives. 
We’re making the best of what we 
have with finite resources.”

Ts’uubaa-asatx’s development plans move forward
BY ROBERT BARRON

Aaron Hamilton, Lake Cowichan First Nation’s operations manager, watches as work continues on an access to the new marina that will 
be used by residents of the First Nation’s new housing development. (Robert Barron/Gazette)
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Thank You
To everyone who supported, attended and participated in this year’s fair,
we couldn’t have done it without you! A special thank you to our sponsors
and volunteers for making the Cowichan Exhibition possible this year!

A&W • A Good Mind • Alison Irwin • All Tied Up • Bank of Montreal • BC Community Gaming Grants

Bernardin • Buckerfield’s • Carlson’s Dance • City of Duncan • Cowichan Beekeepers

Cowichan Exhibition Grounds Crew • Cowichan Milk • Cowichan Petroleum

Cowichan Valley Camera Club • Cowichan Valley Stamp Club • Cowichan Valley Citizen

Creative Quilting • Dinter Nursery • Dog House Restaurant • Dorothy Sjostrom • Drillwell

Eatin’s Canada • Equine Emporium • First Leaf • G. Doran & Sons • Harbour City Equipment

Hazel Morse • Heritage Quilters • HSM Insurance • Irene Evans • Island Tractor

Joan Mayer Memorial • Joanne Moon • JuiceFM • KathyWhite Dancers • Laketown Ranch

Lee’s Chicken • Leon Signs • London Drugs • Old Farm Market • Panago • Printmakers Only

Robbin Olive • Rockside Enterprises • Serge & Sew • Snip & Stitch • Station Street Cafe

Team Shadowhawk • The Loom • The Red Balloon Toyshop • Tim Horton’s • Top Shelf Feeds

Tractor Time • Tzouhalem Spinners &Weavers Guild • Valley View Farms

Veuger Bros. Construction • VI Event Catering •Warmland Calligraphers • White Spot

West Coast Amusements

Photossubm
itted

by:LoisDeEll&
Suzanne

Baird

www.bcresponsiblegambling.ca

www.cdhf5050

www.islandreturnit.com/fundraising-opportunities

Become Island Return It's charity of the month 2022.

Proceeds collected through the program will be donated to

selected groups. More info visit:

islandreturnit.com/fundraising-opportunities

CHARITY OFCHARITY OF

THE MONTHTHE MONTH

The Duncan Housing Society is inviting the 
public to attend a neighbourhood information 
meeting on Oct. 14 on its controversial renewal 
project proposal at Duncan Manor.

Attendees will have the opportunity to view 
the proposed site plan and talk with the project 
team about the plan to construct a 133-unit 
affordable rental apartment building for se-
niors and persons living with disabilities at 
the site of the current Duncan Manor facility 
on First Street.

The society submitted a rezoning applica-

tion to the City of  Duncan last month for 
the project.

The meeting will be held at 325 First Street 
(Centennial Park) from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 14.

The society will also host a virtual com-
munity consultation meeting on the project 
on Oct. 18.

The community consultation meeting will be 
held from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. over Zoom.

People looking to attend the meeting can 
contact info@wiserprojects.com with the email 
subject line “DHS Rezoning” and a Zoom link 
to the meeting will be provided.

In-person meeting to be held 
on Duncan Manor renewal
BY ROBERT BARRON

Duncan Housing Society to host two public meetings on its renewal project for Duncan Manor. (File graphic)






































































