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 “They said ‘If you wouldn’t have 
done that and they jumped in your 
truck, and they continued driving how 
long, where would have this went and 
where we would have found them? 
In Alberta or Manitoba or where?’ be-
cause they wouldn’t have known what 
truck to look for,” said Gaetz.
 As for whether he would have re-
considered pursuing his truck had he 
known all the details ahead of time, 
Gaetz was non-committal.
 “Maybe to a certain degree, but I 
was a long distance aways from them,” 
he said. “I wasn’t real close to them so I 
wasn’t concerned if they did have fi re-
arms or something. I was always half a 
mile behind them.”

 The Indian Head and Montmartre 
detachments are responsible for polic-
ing the Highway 48 area from Vibank 
to Glenavon, along with numerous 
communities along Highway 1 north 
of the local area.
 All fl ags at RCMP detachments 
across the country will be fl own at 
half-mast until sunset on the day of 
Patton’s funeral, and RM of Francis 
reeve Rich Morley also off ered his 
condolences Saturday to those who 
knew the slain offi  cer.
 “As much as anything, we’re so dis-
heartened to hear of the incident that 
went down that cost the life of the RCMP 
member,” said Morley. “And we feel for all 
the RCMP offi  cers trying to do their job 
and having to deal with all of this.”
 Sunday night, RCMP announced 
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 And learn he did, to the point 
where Case said Sunday that Patton’s 
future in the RCMP wouldn’t have been 
on the front lines anyway.
 “Essentially, if you needed to pick 
somebody that already existed to do 
that job, he was the guy to clone, how-
ever many you needed,” said Case. “He 
checked off  all those boxes to what you 
needed. He was just so excellent at do-
ing his job in all areas, be it the talent, 
be it the skill, the drive, teamwork, car-
ing for people, and really yesterday it 
comes right down to showing exactly 
that. Because he was so good at his job, 
this is what happened.
 “I think about him from that day 
up to where he ended up, and it was 
just night and day. And it happens to 
everybody ... you become much more 
confi dent in what you’re doing, and it 

just comes with experience, but devel-
oping from what he was before, he had 
a very bright future ahead of him. We 
always joked, and he downplayed it all 
the time, but we always joked that he 
was going to be moving up into higher 
echelons of the RCMP at some point in 
time and you could see the potential 
there already.” 
 The suspects in Patton’s death 
were arrested later Saturday morning 
in a fi eld east of Francis.
 “A tragedy such as this shakes our 
entire RCMP family to its core, coast to 
coast,” Rhonda Blackmore, command-
ing offi  cer for the Saskatchewan RCMP, 
said at a news conference Saturday af-
ternoon. “Although we wear a police 
uniform, we are regular people, going 
to our job each day, just as everyone 
else does. Today, Constable Patton will 
not come home from doing his job pro-
tecting the public.”

that two people had been charged in 
connection with Patton’s death.
 Alphonse Stanley Traverse, 41, and 
Marlene Velma Louise Pagee, 42 — both 
of Winnipeg — are charged with man-
slaughter, failure to stop after an acci-
dent resulting in death, theft of a motor 
vehicle, possession of stolen property 
over $5,000, and breach of undertaking. 
Pagee is also charged with possession 
of a controlled substance.
 The duo made their fi rst court 
appearances Monday in Regina, with 
Pagee’s case adjourned to Friday and 
Traverse’s case adjourned to this com-
ing Monday. Both will remain in custo-
dy until at least their next appearances.
 The RCMP Major Crime Unit North 
will lead the ongoing investigation with 
the assistance of multiple RCMP detach-

ments, the RCMP’s collision reconstruc-
tion and forensic identifi cation services,
along with numerous other supporting
units and partner agencies.

 Asked if he’d experienced anything 
similar in his 21-year policing career, 
Case echoed Blackmore’s sentiments.
 “No. Not even close,” said Case, 
whose assignments have also included 
assisting with the police response to 
the Humboldt Broncos bus crash north 
of Tisdale in 2018.
 He added that, while some offi  -
cers from Indian Head and Montmar-
tre detachments insisted on working 
their regular shifts, no one was being 
required to report for duty in the days 
following the accident and that any re-
quired coverage would be provided by 
neighbouring detachments through-
out southeast Saskatchewan.
 “When something like this hap-
pens you cannot be more thankful for 
who you work for, because the services 
and supports that are in place for all 
people at all levels ... it’s absolutely in-
credible,” said Case.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS
This timeline has been compiled from 
various updates provided by the RCMP 
in the 48 hours following Const. Shelby 
Patton’s death.

June 12, 7:04 a.m. — Indian Head 
RCMP received a complaint that a sto-
len pick-up truck from Manitoba had 
been spotted in Wolseley. The com-
plaint was dispatched to Patton, who 
drove to the community to investi-
gate the complaint.

June 12, 7:50 a.m. — Patton stopped 
the stolen pick-up truck on Sher-
brooke Street in Wolseley, near the 
intersection with Front Street.

June 12, 7:56 a.m. — Indian Head 
RCMP received an “urgent dispatch” 
mentioning an RCMP offi  cer had been 
struck by a vehicle and was in cardiac 
arrest. Members of the public were 
on scene and performed fi rst aid until 
the arrival of EMS and police. Patton 
was declared deceased at the scene.

June 12, 8:38 a.m. — Odessa-area 
farmer Leonard Gaetz called 911 to 
report that occupants of a white pick-
up truck had been on his property 
and stolen one of his trucks. Police 
responded and searched the area for 
the two stolen vehicles.

June 12, 10 a.m. (approximate) — 
RCMP members arrested the two sus-
pects in Patton’s death in a farmer’s 
fi eld east of Francis.

June 14, 9:30 a.m. — The accused 
appeared in Regina Provincial Court 
to face multiple charges, including 
one count each of manslaughter.

Suspects in offi  cer’s death make fi rst court appearance

Patton ‘was the guy to clone’: Case


