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Migrant Workers Alliance

Help A Child Smile

50/50 draw to help grant the wishes of sick children

By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

JARVIS—Those wish-
ing to take part in the Help A
Child Smile (HACS) charity’s
online 50/50 lottery need to
hurry; tickets are only avail-
able until Monday, May 31
at 6 p.m., with the draw hap-
pening at 7 p.m. that same
night.

HACS is a grass-roots
organization created over
30 years ago that seeks to
provide fun, exciting oppor-
tunities and experiences for
children battling cancer and
their families. Tracy Fast of
Jarvis experienced the differ-
ence HACS makes first-hand
when her daughter Eden
was diagnosed with stage 3
B-Cell Non-Hodgkins Lym-

phoma four years ago.

She recalls, “lt was
during the cold and flu sea-
son. We kind of chalked up
her symptoms to being sort
of a flu. When they became
more concerning, we took
her in to the family doctor
who immediately recognized
something was very wrong
with her.”

Eden was brought to Mc-

JARVIS—The Fast family (I-r) Eden, Tracy, Evie, Elijah, and
Ronnie during their visit to Disney in 2017, granted to them
by Help A Child Smile after daughter Eden’s battle with can-
cer. —Photo courtesy of Tracy Fast.

in Hamilton by ambulance,
where she was diagnosed
with cancer.

“The journey for her
included four and a half
months of heavy-duty che-
mo. She handled it quite

prepped us for the journey as
a very rough ride,” explained
Fast. “She was put into re-
mission after that four and a
half months and has stayed
in remission ever since.”

calls for changes after newest
death in Haldimand Norfolk

By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

HALDIMAND/NORFOLK—Fausto Ram-
irez Plazas of Mexico is the latest migrant
farm worker to die of COVID-19 while quar-
antining after his arrival in Canada. Plazas
was quarantining in an undisclosed loca-
tion in Norfolk while waiting to work at Pro-
cyk Farms in Wilsonville, a large agricultur-
al business that brings in over 400 migrant
workers each year. He is the fifth confirmed
migrant death while quarantining in Ontario
this year.

“He tested negative on his pre-travel test
and negative on his COVID test that was ad-
ministered on arrival at Pearson,” said Karen
Cocg, Campaign Co-ordinator for the Mi-
grant Workers Alliance for Change (MWAC).
“When he did his mandatory test 10 days into
quarantine, he tested positive.”

MWAC is alleging that the farm is com-
plicit, through negligence, in the death. Pla-
zas arrived in Canada on April 22, one week
after cases were confirmed at Procyk Farms.
According to Cocq, some workers have told
MWAC that they were placed with up to five
other workers in a single location for their
quarantine, a claim denied by the farm.

“Do they not know that rules and regula-
tions have been put in place that we’re not al-
lowed to do that?” asked Paul Procyk, Owner

one worker per hotel room and three work-
ers per farm residence as required. He also
denied that Procyk Farms has rented out an
unspecified venue instead of using hotels to
quarantine some migrant workers, another
claim made by MWAC.

“The Federal guidelines are very clear
that workers are to be isolated from each
other until the 14-day period has passed and
they receive a negative test result. That was
not the case with Procyk,” countered Cocq.

Danny Procyk, another owner of the busi-
ness, has been outspoken on social media
in his denouncement of COVID safety guide-
lines related to masking and vaccine admin-
istration, however The Press was unable to
reach him for comment. The posts and com-
ments have since been removed from social
media, but not before being screenshot and
shared publicly by MWAC.

“All the rules and regulations are being
followed. If there’s any concerns about the
rules, that’s the public health department and
our government,” said Paul, who refused to
comment on Plaza’s death any further.

Cocg maintained, “It’s clear that Procyk
is not following the guidelines for quarantine
that are required to keep workers safe. It's
also clear that the federal government isn’t
doing anything about the fact that workers
are dying while in quarantine.”

Master Children’s Hospital well, considering how they

Continued on Page 8

Skyler Williams turns himself in

Land Back Lane spokesperson faces six charges related to McKenzie Meadows

By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

CALEDONIA—Skyler Williams, spokesperson of the
Land Back Lane movement, presented himself to the OPP
on Wednesday, May 19, 2021 to face charges for his role.
That date marked 10 months since the self-described land
defenders took control of the McKenzie Meadows housing
development.

“It's been 10 months of having these warrants hanging
over my head and having to constantly look over your shoul-
der to see whether or not this was going to be an interaction
with the OPP. | certainly didn’t want that to happen in front
of my daughters,” explained Williams on his decision to turn
himself in, as he wanted to avoid a traumatic encounter in the
presence of his daughters.

Williams has been charged with two counts of mischief,
two counts of disobeying an order of court, one count of in-
timidation, and one count of failure to comply with an un-
dertaking. He was arrested at the police station in Cayuga
before being served documents and released with the expec-
tation to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in Cayuga at
a later date to answer to his charges.

“There aren’t very many (conditions),” said Williams
about his release agreement. “Show up at court, and don’t
attend at 1535 McKenzie Road. It says on there, ‘1535 McK-
enzie Road, or more commonly known as the McKenzie
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CALEDONIA—Skyler Williams posted this photo of himself
at the McKenzie Meadows development site on Facebook
ahead of turning himself in at the Haldimand OPP Detach-
ment in Cayuga on Wednesday, May 19, 2021.

Meadows development site,” to which | replied, ‘I don’t think
that place exists anymore.”

‘I won’t say whether I'll be returning to the site or not,
because it's one of my conditions,” he added.

Continued on Page 8

FISHERVILLE HOTEL & TAVERN

Thank you for supporting us in the following ways:

w - 1. TAKE-OUT Call ahead and come in to pick up your
= /7  order. No dine-in service.

. 2. CURBSIDE SERVICE Call us upon arrival and we will
bring your order out to your car.

3. PURCHASE A GIFT CARD Purchase a gift card at our
4 location (2 Erie Ave S.) that can be used at any time.

wopyg -
#®e. 905.779-3433 | OPEN daily 12 - 8 p.m.

and President, asserting they have kept to
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COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

HALDIMAND'S MOST TRUSTED
COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE CENTRE
ALL makes & models serviced!
e virus & malware removal ¢ computer maintenance packages
e customized computer system builds

3496 Hwy #6 S. Hagersville ® 905.768.8891

info@isnsolutions.ca ® WWW.ISNSOLUTIONS.CA

Denise cell 905-961-6171

Deanna cell 905-870-2139

\ Call for your FREE home
| evaluation today!

IT'S A GREAT
TIME TO SELL!

Demse@Deanna

Snyder Van Groningen
BROKER & SALES REPRESENTATIVE

RE/MAX R E/MAX

ESCARPMENT
REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
Independently Owned & Operated

Office 905.575.5478

deniseanddeanna.ca

We help you figureit out.
Tax Planning
Accounting & Bookkeeping

Personal & Corporate Tax Returns
Business & Financial Advisory Services

Henry J. Bruyns
Accounting & Tax Professionals
33 Main St. S., Hagersville, ON

905-768-0807

Canada’s Year-Round Accounting & Tax Professionals

Relax! Shop for dinner in slippers

With Heart to Home Meals you can enjoy any of the 200 dinners,
breakfasts or desserts on the table in minutes!

Delivered frozen | Delivered FREE" | No subscription

Get your FREE Menu
1-844-714-0333
HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Proudly serving
Haldimand County

“Some conditions may apply. “The Free Butter Tart is available with a minimum purchase of $50. Quote HP19. The offer is only available by phone,

not online. One redemption per customer. Offer expires June 2021. Valid from Niagara HTHM.

FREE"” BUTTER TART
When you order $50 or more
you will receive a FREE Butter
Tart compliments of Heart to
Home Meals.
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DELICIOUS MEALS MADE FOR SENIORS™




