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Recognizing a true hero

Over the past year and a half, much has been
made of the everyday heroes in our lives, people
such as first responders, frontline healthcare
workers, truck drivers and retail workers among
others. The outpouring is not misplaced.

By definition, a hero is a person who is ad-
mired or idealized for courage, outstanding
achievements, or noble qualities.

Heroes are important people in our lives.
Whether it is a parent, a sibling, a workplace
mentor, an accomplished person in a creative
field we share, or even a fictional character, they
exemplify qualities to which we all aspire, such
as empathy, courage and compassion.

Of course, some heroes are truly transcendent.

This September marks 41 years since Terry
Fox’s cross-country run was cut short west of
Thunder Bay, Ontario by the very disease he
was running to defeat.

Few people in Canadian history, perhaps
none, have captured the collective imagination
like this youth from Port Coquitlam did.

During the 153-day Marathon of Hope,
Terry ran 5,373 kilometres in 153 days and
reached his lofty dream of raising $1 for each

and every Canadian at the time ($24 million)
and united Canadians from coast to coast in
a single noble cause.

But while his accomplishments at the time
were remarkable, it is his legacy that is truly
stunning. Terry once said, “I want to set an
example that will never be forgotten.”

Forty-one years later, it has not been. The
annual Terry Fox Run continues in commu-
nities across Canada and around the world.
It has raised more than $850 million to fund
cancer research.

This weekend, tens of thousands of people
in more than 650 Canadian communities will
take to the streets again guided by the simple
but powerful message that anything is possible
if you “try like Terry.”

Four decades on, the man himself has taken
on an almost mythical, legendary quality, but
in 1980, he was just an ordinary Canadian kid
who turned hope into something truly extraor-
dinary through hard work, determination and
perseverance.

A real everyday hero turned superhero.

— Black Press Media

CommuniTY CAMERA

Doug Vandop took this photo of sunrise behind Mt. Cheam on Tuesday morning. If you've captured a photograph of
people, places or events from around Chilliwack that you would like to share, email it to editor@theprogress.com,
with “Community Camera” in the subject line.

EpitTor’s NOTEBOOK

Electors let down with no in-person meeting

For the first time in maybe forever,
those of us in Chilliwack voting to
decide who should go to Ottawa to
represent our interests didn’t get to see
all the candidates in person.

We almost did, but a “vaccination
kerfuffle” (as we called it in our head-
line) scuttled that.

Justin Trudeau is repeatedly being
asked why he called an election amid a
global pandemic. It’s a great question,
and I'm not here to analyze the criti-
cism or his responses. Just to say that,
given that we are amid a pandemic
and an election, it maybe shouldn’t
be surprising that constituents could
only meet those running for office vir-
tually, online.

Here’s a brief version of what hap-
pened: The Chilliwack Arts & Cul-
tural Society scheduled an in-person
all-candidates meeting for Tuesday,
Sept. 14 at the cultural centre.

Acting centre director Theresia Reid
asked me to moderate the meeting,
and I agreed. Attendees were to have
followed public health orders, which
included masks and
assigned seating at
the venue.

And because it was
scheduled for one day
after the new BC Vac-
cine Card came into

W effect, everyone in at-
- tendance would have
been required to show
proof of at least one
COVID vaccination.

People’s Party of Canada (PPC) can-
didate Rob Bogunovic, who proudly
admits that he is not vaccinated, was
angry when told he could not attend in
person. He was to be accommodated
electronically.

The PPC sent a three-page letter
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on the weekend addressed to Fras-
er Health expressing outrage at the
physical exclusion of Bogunovic from
the meeting. (Some have pointed out
that PPC leader Maxime Bernier was
completely excluded from the televised
leaders’ debates.)

In response to the PPC letter, Liberal
candidate Kelly Velonis issued a state-
ment on Sunday supporting the order
that Bogunovic not attend in person.

“I fully support the decision of Fra-
ser Health to require that all attendees
at Tuesday’s Cultural Centre political
debate provide proof of vaccination
and comply with provincial health
guidelines,” Velonis said.

Then on Monday, incumbent Con-
servative Mark Strahl send a statement
declaring that he would only partic-
ipate “if all candidates are treated
equally.”

“While I am eligible to appear in per-

son, I will only do so if all candidates
running in this election appear on the
same platform,” he said.

The cultural centre board, treading
carefully in a non-partisan fashion
as they do, decided they couldn’t go
ahead. They cancelled the meeting.

Following that, NDP candidate DJ
Pohlissued a statement: “Debates are
an essential part of democracy. This
must also never compromise one’s
safety.”

She said she was “profoundly disap-
pointed” for voters.

“This is a direct result of a refusal
to abide by health orders by Rob Bo-
gunovic, his threat of legal action, and
incumbent (candidate) Mark Strahl
supporting the stance and perpetuat-
ing the narrative,” Pohl said.

Then Ted Field from Global BC
contacted me, looking to come to
Chilliwack to report on the “kerfuf-

fle.” T declined since I was only ever
to be the moderator. I didn’t organize
it or cancel it, and in the end it didn’t
happen so, what could I add?

Global did send a reporter. He in-
terviewed Bogunovic, Pohl and Velo-
nis, while neither Strahl nor anyone
from the cultural centre board would
comment.

The kicker in the Global report, how-
ever, was that Fraser Health confirmed
late Tuesday that “political candidates
are exempt from the vaccine card in
this capacity and should have been
allowed to debate in person.”

I asked Fraser Health Wednesday to
confirm this and whether that meant
the general public could also have at-
tended without proof of vaccination. I
did not hear back before going to press.

In the end, it didn’t happen, and that
is profoundly disappointing for voters
in Chilliwack-Hope.
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