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EDITORIAL

ick to
the topic

ometimes the sense of
déja vu in discourse on
Salt Spring Island can be
overwhelming.

The latest subject to be seen again is the notion
that the island does not need a new fire hall (especial-
ly since we have two others), or that only supposedly
overpaid firefighters want one. Some people also
suggest that because borrowing for a fire hall was
rejected in 2013 and for a land purchase in 2008 that
the question should not be asked again.

A Herold Engineering study done way back in 2005
found that the current Ganges fire hall did not meet
seismic requirements for a post-disaster building, with
a 2008 building survey confirming asbestos-contain-
ing materials and mould. While some remediation
has since been done, deficiencies with both the site
and the location are well documented. As well, the
Capital Regional District’s Emergency Operations Cen-

tre is not in a post-disaster
THE ISSUE:

building, and the need
for both services to be
New emergency
building

in an earthquake-proof
WE SAY:

structure is obvious.
Firefighters

For some reason, even
though the two issues are
salaries not
relevant

not directly connected,
some people want to
make unionized firefight-
er salaries an issue when
it comes to replacing the
island’s main fire hall. The
reasoning appears to be
that because firefighters have a good salary and ben-
efits then they shouldn't also expect to have a proper
place to work. Really?

The fact is that the vast majority of people could
not perform the job or even the smallest part of it,
and few of us know or understand the specifics of the
duties and training required. Career firefighters do
not actually sit around doing nothing until they are
paged to extinguish an inferno. Resentment towards
workers who make a better than average living in a
sometimes dangerous occupation with more poten-
tial long-term health impacts should not play into the
decision about a new emergency services building.

A new hall is essential and an affordable project
should be the island’s number-one infrastructure
priority, and other less-urgent capital expenditures
should be put on hold until it is complete.

COVID has heightened people’s emotional respons-
es to perceived threats, injustices and financial stress.
At this time more than ever we need to find a better
way to work through the practical problems facing
our island. Stoking the flames of resentment about
one issue hoping it will have a desired effect on
another is not a sign of a healthy community. Let’s
resist the temptation to communicate our concerns
that way.
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Estuary deemed critical

BY KATHLEEN MASER

Again atmospheric rivers
are pelting down, awaken-
ing us to the fact that cli-
mate change is happening
at a dizzying speed.

These are frightening
times. Our island is strug-
gling to absorb these
unimaginable amounts of
rain and the costs for road
and bridge repairs will be
staggering, while fertile soil
is washing out into our bays.

Nature provides us with
two stopgaps: intact for-
est ecosystems, which we
all know work brilliantly,
absorbing huge quantities
of water, and estuaries, per-
haps less well known.

Increasingly, scientists
point to the importance of
estuaries where wetland
plants hold on to sediments
by absorbing flood waters
and runoff, acting as natural
barriers between the land
and ocean. They decrease
erosion on shorelines by
buffering the effects of
storm surges and very high
tides. Estuaries deliver even
greater savings in prevent-
ing damaged infrastructure
than they do to carbon
sequestration, impressive
enough as that is.

Furthermore, estuaries
with their mix of fresh and
salt water are a flourish-
ing ecosystem with a great
diversity of species. Salmon,
shellfish and a myriad of
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other animal life are depen-
dent on the filtration abil-
ity and special features of
estuaries. Scientists, like
Risa Smith, of the Galiano
Conservancy and currently
the chair of the World Com-
mission on Protected Areas
Climate Change Specialist
Group, are raising the alarm
about the rapid rate and
serious consequences of los-
ing species and losing biodi-
versity.

For once let's
show respect
for cultural and
ecological values
and be ahead of
the game.

With this concern and the
predicted rise in sea levels,
it is mystifying that the Salt
Spring Island Local Trust
Committee (SSILTC) refused
to recognize the warn-
ings of their own planning
department and approved a
variance for the siting of the
Vortex project septic field.
Allowing this development
in the sensitive Fulford estu-

ary is nothing less than a
violation of their mandate
to preserve and protect the
environment. Fortunately
there is time for the LTC to
act on its declaration of a
climate emergency and not
issue a development permit
for the whole project, thus
avoiding huge, costly prob-
lems.

This proposed project is
an insult to the First Nations
who made the estuary their
home for millennia. The
failure of the SSILTC to fully
consult with them belies the
Trust's new commitment to
work more closely with First
Nations.

For once let’s show respect
for cultural and ecologi-
cal values and be ahead of
the game. Unwittingly and
unwisely we have abused
nature, but the Fulford estu-
ary could once again be a
thriving, productive natural
ecosystem. It's time to rip up
the concrete on the Vortex
property, rewild the land,
put the road on a trestle and
allow the area to regain its
rightful role, working with
and for us and all the spe-
cies that rely on it.

The above piece was
written on behalf of the
Salt Spring Naturalists

group.

THIS WEEK'S POLL QUESTION:

Should BC Ferries do
more to address Route

LAST WEEK'S QUESTION:

Are you struggling 104 135
more financially this
| IYes | |No | year thanin 20207 I
YES NO

Cast your ballot online at www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com
before Monday 2 p.m. or clip this box and drop it at our office before Monday at 2 p.m.




