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Stick to
the topic

S
ometimes the sense of 
déjà vu in discourse on 
Salt Spring Island can be 
overwhelming.

The latest subject to be seen again is the notion 
that the island does not need a new fi re hall (especial-
ly since we have two others), or that only supposedly 
overpaid fi refi ghters want one. Some people also 
suggest that because borrowing for a fi re hall was 
rejected in 2013 and for a land purchase in 2008 that 
the question should not be asked again. 

A Herold Engineering study done way back in 2005 
found that the current Ganges fi re hall did not meet 
seismic requirements for a post-disaster building, with 
a 2008 building survey confi rming asbestos-contain-
ing materials and mould. While some remediation 
has since been done, defi ciencies with both the site 
and the location are well documented. As well, the 
Capital Regional District’s Emergency Operations Cen-

tre is not in a post-disaster 
building, and the need 
for both services to be 
in an earthquake-proof 
structure is obvious. 

For some reason, even 
though the two issues are 
not directly connected, 
some people want to 
make unionized fi refi ght-
er salaries an issue when 
it comes to replacing the 
island’s main fi re hall. The 
reasoning appears to be 

that because fi refi ghters have a good salary and ben-
efi ts then they shouldn’t also expect to have a proper 
place to work. Really? 

The fact is that the vast majority of people could 
not perform the job or even the smallest part of it, 
and few of us know or understand the specifi cs of the 
duties and training required. Career fi refi ghters do 
not actually sit around doing nothing until they are 
paged to extinguish an inferno. Resentment towards 
workers who make a better than average living in a 
sometimes dangerous occupation with more poten-
tial long-term health impacts should not play into the 
decision about a new emergency services building. 

A new hall is essential and an affordable project 
should be the island’s number-one infrastructure 
priority, and other less-urgent capital expenditures 
should be put on hold until it is complete. 

COVID has heightened people’s emotional respons-
es to perceived threats, injustices and fi nancial stress. 
At this time more than ever we need to fi nd a better 
way to work through the practical problems facing 
our island. Stoking the fl ames of resentment about 
one issue hoping it will have a desired effect on 
another is not a sign of a healthy community. Let’s 
resist the temptation to communicate our concerns 
that way.

Head head

EDITORIAL

THE ISSUE:
New emergency 
building

WE SAY:
Firefi ghters 
salaries not 
relevant

Estuary deemed critical
BY KATHLEEN MASER 

Again atmospheric rivers 
are pelting down, awaken-
ing us to the fact that cli-
mate change is happening 
at a dizzying speed. 

These are frightening 
times. Our island is strug-
gling to absorb these 
unimaginable amounts of 
rain and the costs for road 
and bridge repairs will be 
staggering, while fertile soil 
is washing out into our bays.

Nature provides us with 
two stopgaps: intact for-
est ecosystems, which we 
all know work brilliantly, 
absorbing huge quantities 
of water, and estuaries, per-
haps less well known.

Increasingly, scientists 
point to the importance of 
estuaries where wetland 
plants hold on to sediments 
by absorbing fl ood waters 
and runoff, acting as natural 
barriers between the land 
and ocean. They decrease 
erosion on shorelines by 
buffering the effects of 
storm surges and very high 
tides. Estuaries deliver even 
greater savings in prevent-
ing damaged infrastructure 
than they do to carbon 
sequestration, impressive 
enough as that is. 

Furthermore, estuaries 
with their mix of fresh and 
salt water are a flourish-
ing ecosystem with a great 
diversity of species. Salmon, 
shellfish and a myriad of 

other animal life are depen-
dent on the fi ltration abil-
ity and special features of 
estuaries. Scientists, like 
Risa Smith, of the Galiano 
Conservancy and currently 
the chair of the World Com-
mission on Protected Areas 
Climate Change Specialist 
Group, are raising the alarm 
about the rapid rate and 
serious consequences of los-
ing species and losing biodi-
versity.

With this concern and the 
predicted rise in sea levels, 
it is mystifying that the Salt 
Spring Island Local Trust 
Committee (SSILTC) refused 
to recognize the warn-
ings of their own planning 
department and approved a 
variance for the siting of the 
Vortex project septic fi eld. 
Allowing this development 
in the sensitive Fulford estu-

ary is nothing less than a 
violation of their mandate 
to preserve and protect the 
environment. Fortunately 
there is time for the LTC to 
act on its declaration of a 
climate emergency and not 
issue a development permit 
for the whole project, thus 
avoiding huge, costly prob-
lems. 

This proposed project is 
an insult to the First Nations 
who made the estuary their 
home for millennia. The 
failure of the SSILTC to fully 
consult with them belies the 
Trust’s new commitment to 
work more closely with First 
Nations.

For once let’s show respect 
for cultural and ecologi-
cal values and be ahead of 
the game. Unwittingly and 
unwisely we have abused 
nature, but the Fulford estu-
ary could once again be a 
thriving, productive natural 
ecosystem. It’s time to rip up 
the concrete on the Vortex 
property, rewild the land, 
put the road on a trestle and 
allow the area to regain its 
rightful role, working with 
and for us and all the spe-
cies that rely on it.

The above piece was 
written on behalf of the  
Salt Spring Naturalists 
group.
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OPINION
2019 CCNA Awards 

Gold - Best Editorial Page  |  Gold - Best Feature Series (Gail Sjuberg)
Bronze - Best News Story (Elizabeth Nolan)  |  Bronze - Community Service 

2021 BCYCNA Awards 
  Gold - Best All Round (for circulation Category C)

241 Fulford-Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2K7  |  PH: 250-537-9933
Email: driftwood@gulfislandsdriftwood.com  |  Website: www.gulfislandsdriftwood.com

OFFICE HOURS: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Monday to Friday
SUBSCRIPTION RATES PER YEAR: 
Digital Edition with Print Edition: $85.00  |  Elsewhere in Canada $115.00  
Foreign: $248.00  |  Digital Edition: $45.00 anywhere  |  Prices include GST 

Canada Publication Mail No.0040050837  |  International Standards Serial Number 1198-7782
Member of: News Media Canada BC & Yukon Community Newspapers Association

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

MEDIA
DRIFTWOOD GULF ISLANDS MEDIA

REVERSE BELOW>

CMCA
AUDITED

Published every Wednesday by 
Driftwood Publishing Ltd.

G U L F  I S L A N D S

Tony Richards, MANAGING DIRECTOR

Nancy Johnson
PUBLISHER

njohnson@driftwoodgimedia.com

Gail Sjuberg
MANAGING EDITOR

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Johanna Walkner
OFFICE MANAGER

jwalkner@driftwoodgimedia.com

Sky Marcano
ACCOUNT MANAGER

smarcano@driftwoodgulfi slandsmedia.com

Emelie Peacock
REPORTER

epeacock@driftwoodgulfi slandsmedia.com

Dennis Parker
CARTOONIST

news@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Lorraine Sullivan
PRODUCTION MANAGER

production@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

drichards@gulfislandsdriftwood.com

Damian Richards
CIRCULATION/DISTRIBUTION

For once let’s 

show respect 

for cultural and 

ecological values 

and be ahead of 

the game. 


