
Torrential rain over a short amount 
of time over the weekend and into 
Monday left parts of the Cowichan 
Valley, including roads, highways, 
businesses and homes, flooded and 
crews North Cowichan’s four fire 
halls going non-stop.

An atmospheric river caused the 
weather event, which in parts of the 
region, dumped close to 180mm of 
rain on Cowichan according to Chris 
Carss, a Chemainus weather observer 
who records data on a volunteer basis 
for Environment Canada.

As for the atmospheric river that 
caused this weather event, “this seems 
to be a new term for the good old jet 
stream, that upper level wind circula-
tion that determines the storm track 
at any given time,” Carss explained. 
“In this case, the jet stream was com-
ing from the southwest, i.e. Hawaii, 
so we had a particularly wet version 
of the familiar Pineapple Express, no 

doubt intensified by – you guessed 
it – global warming.”

Rainfall totals overall for Novem-
ber could be record-setting with sev-
eral days still left in the month.

North Cowichan manager of fire 
and bylaw Martin Drakeley was at 

a loss for words when it came to 
explaining the emergency response 
efforts of  the crews of North Co-
wichan’s four halls: Chemainus, 
Crofton, South End and Maple Bay.

“They did an amazing job,” he said. 
“I don’t know what to say.”

All told, the four crews responded 
to 22 calls on the day for public ser-
vice (flood related rescues/assistance), 
car accidents, structure fire calls that 
ended up being short circuits of the 
electricity due to the flood, and 
alarms that were also short circuiting.

“It was a busy day,” Drakeley said.
The first call came in at 6:20 a.m. 

and the firefighters didn’t rest until 
long after their last call at 10:30 p.m. 
And that was only North Cowichan’s 
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‘THERE WAS 
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WATCHING 
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Members of Cowichan Search and Rescue and the North Cowichan/Duncan RCMP work to transport residents of the Meadow Glen Apartments to higher ground due to flooding in the 
Duncan area. (Sarah Simpson/Citizen)

Torrential rain causes havoc across Cowichan
First responders 
worked non-stop 
throughout the 
emergency
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