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«INSIDE: Port Alberni pet owners face critical veterinarian shortage. page A3
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CRUISING FOR CHARITY

Drag racers fundraise.
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Lady Rose
Marine to
close its doors

SUSIE QUINN
Alberni Valley News

An icon of Vancouver
Island’s West Coast is
poised to take its final
voyage.

Lady Rose Marine Ser-
vices will close its doors as
of Aug. 31, after 75 years of
freight and passenger ser-
vice down the Alberni Inlet.

The company is yet
another victim of the
coronavirus pandemic
and the economic strain
of extended closures and
restrictions, owner Mike
Surrell said Monday, Aug.
9. The company posted
a brief statement on its
Facebook page after ru-
mours started circulating
about the closure.

“Seventeen months of
basically no income going
into the winter, which is
traditionally slow...main-
taining and running these
vessels is very, very expen-
sive,” he said.

“With COVID-19 we
managed to hang on for

17 months. We’re not able
to maintain this pace. Un-
fortunately, the Frances
Barkley will stop sailing
at the end of the month.”

Surrell bought the com-
pany and all its operations
in 2008. He said while
COVID-19 was the final
strike, it has also been diffi-
cult finding employees with
the proper certification to
help keep the ship running.
Working as a mariner is a
specialty, and government
regulations demand a cer-
tain amount of current
training and certification.
Surrell said he is not the
only company hurting for
staff: even BC Ferries is
looking for employees.

“We’ve done everything
we can to survive,” he
added. He said the busi-
ness is not for sale, it will
just cease to operate as of
Sept. 1.

Alberni-Pacific Rim
MLA Josie Osborne
called the closure a “tough
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RIDING THE WAVES

Nina Ney laughs as she surfs a particularly big wave during the Female Intermediate wake surf competition at Sproat Lake on Aug. 8. Sproat Lake Watersports
Association hosted the 2021 Wakeboard & Wakeskate Provincials last weekend. For more photos, see page A31. (ELENA RARDON / ALBERNI VALLEY NEWS)
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