Haldimand, Canada inspire
songwriter Jay Polilmann

By Sheila Phibbs
The Haldimand Press

KOHLER—A “unique sound of foot
stompin’ rootsy blues” describes the new al-
bum One Day Older None The Wiser by Jay
Pollmann released on March 26, 2021. The
music and lyrics reflect a Canadian road trip
and what he refers to as a rural/urban divide.
The former he experienced with his wife and
three young children, while the latter is a per-
spective gained firsthand in the fields and
backroads of Haldimand County.

Growing up in Kohler, Pollmann found
musical inspiration right at home. His dad
played in a band and Pollmann says, “l would
pick up instruments down in the basement.”
His interest in music and performing deep-
ened at Cayuga Secondary School (CSS)
where ‘garage bands’ were commonplace.
He, his brother, and a friend started their own
band — Gruve — and were known for their dirt
rock sound.

After 10 years of performing with that
trio, Pollmann became primarily a solo art-
ist, releasing his first solo EP, Head In The
Clouds, in 2017. He was employed at CGC,
but the job wasn’t working for his family. One
day his wife suggested, “You could quit and
we could sell everything and hit the road.”

That unexpected idea led to a family
adventure; in May of 2019 they purchased
a pick-up truck and travel trailer and toured
Eastern Canada. Pollmann was able to put
on some shows and perform at house and
kitchen parties. The trip provided great mem-
ories for the family, including his three chil-
dren aged six, three, and one at the time. It
was also a source of inspiration for the song-
writer.

Reflecting on the road trip, Pollmann
says, “| was searching for answers to deter-
mine if it was ever worth the effort to create a
full album again. Upon arriving back in Ontar-
io and full of inspiration from the travels, my
musical fire was re-lit. | wrote and reworked
10 songs, took them into the studio and re-
corded One Day Older None The Wiser.”

The album genre is Americana, rootsy
blues, and folk, but Pollmann is open to all
styles of music. He finds inspiration from
other musicians, saying, “There’s a sense
of watching your heroes writing songs and
wondering how they do that. That was my
drive; that feeling when you create some-
thing and have people react to it.” He adds
that, as an artist, “You're forever chasing that
good song.”

That chase occurs in an industry that can
be unpredictable in a time when streaming
is how most fans access music. Pollmann
acknowledges, “Buying music from the store
is a lost art.” He believes that purchasing an
album was part of “the whole experience of
bonding with the artist. It was a whole differ-
ent way of connecting with the music fans.”

That connection is critical to building a
fan base and social media is an important
tool in achieving that, especially now that live
performances are severely limited. Prior to
the pandemic, Pollmann performed in a va-
riety of settings from small, bar-type venues
like Concession Road Brewery in Jarvis, to
larger festival stages. He has enjoyed doing
‘house concerts’ as well, which help an artist
develop as a storyteller.

Polimann had been planning an album
release show last May at a location near
Port Dover, where he and his family currently
live, but those plans were cancelled due to
COVID. In its place was the recent online re-
lease and he is working on music videos and
streaming events. He is writing new material
and he says, “I have to try to keep the mo-
mentum going from this.”

He adds, “I'm trying to incorporate the
people supporting me; | want to keep in
touch with them through music.”

Though he doesn’t reside in Haldimand
at this time, the county remains an influence.
Polimann recognizes the divide between
rural and urban living and its impact on his
business.

There are fewer opportunities for bigger
performances in this area, but he appre-
ciates the environment and landscape of
Haldimand. The geography of his home and
eastern Canada are both reflected in his mu-
sic.

With that genuine approach, Polimann
strives to create music that is real and au-
thentic and it’s what he appreciates in other
musicians. He says, “That’s what | can get
behind. It’s got to be real and fun for me to
get into it. Keeping it real and authentic is my
motto.”

“It's a strange thing to have people buy
your music.” Pollmann says of promoting his
new album. “The album speaks for itself. |
hope people can connect with the songs and
come out to a performance when we can do
that again.”

Until that time comes, music fans can
find the album at jaypollmann.com and look
forward to what comes next as he continues
to chase that good song.
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HOSPITAL & LTC GOVERNANCE

OPPORTUNITIES

The Board of Directors of Haldimand War Memorial Hospital and
Edgewater Gardens is seeking candidates to fill vacant board positions.
The board is looking for people with knowledge and experience in the
following areas:

® Labour Relations

® Information Technology

® Legal

Past experience as a board director and/or in an executive role reporting
to a board is highly desirable. While it would be an asset for candidates
to live and/or work in Haldimand County, this is not a requirement.

The HWMH and Edgewater board is also seeking a candidate from the
community to serve on its

® Finance & Audit Committee — Financial literacy required

Interested candidates are asked to submit application letters and resumes
indicating the position for which they wish to apply by May 7, 2021 to:
Jennifer Miller, Executive Assistant to the President & CEO
jmiller@hwmh.ca

Haldimand “BEST CARE,
War Memorial EVERY PERSON, E%?deewlfster
Hospita' EVERY TIME”

400 Broad Street West, Dunnville, Ontario N1A 2P7 1 905-774-7431 I www.hwmh.ca

[

MORE THAN EVER,

BUYING LQCA

il
ALL ADS 50% OFF

Local business has supported us this year, so now we want to support you.
Prices for this feature have been marked down 50%.

With a stay-at-home order in place, we want residents to know how they can
support you, our local businesses. Join this special feature to share how residents
can safely shop, including curbside pickup, delivery, and online.

PUBLISHING April 22, 2021
(booking deadline April 16)

THE HALDIMAND PRESS

Contact Melissa Loshaw for advertising sizes and prices.
melissa@haldimandpress.com | 226-206-0465

FIRE SAFETY TIP

Live Life Safely

Be visible. Make sure your address numbers are up and
visible from the street should emergency vehicles need
to find your home.

Message brought to you by:

& MORISON ' 14E HALDIMAND PRESS  Haldimand Fire Dept.

INSURANCE

Classified ads starting at $12 weekly | email advertising@haldimandpress.com

CLASSIFIEDS

for sale help wanted wanted services

Curbside shopping.

Contact: Darlene Smith at 905-768-3842

help wanted

PREMADE TOMBSTONE SADDLES

Large selection of colours, while supply lasts.

Proceeds to WHGH Hospital Auxiliary.

ST. MARY’'S & ST
ANN’S PARISH is look-
ing for someone to fill the
job of parish secretary (no
bookkeeping  required)
10-12 hours weekly from
Monday-Thursday a.m.
If interested contact the
parish office at 905-768-
5726 or email

stmary.stann @ rogers.com

‘ CLARK \’

Benefit package is included.
Please email resume to:

No phone calls please.

CLARK POULTRY FARMS
FULL-TIME POULTRY WORKER

Clark Poultry Farms is seeking a dedicated, career
minded person to work full-time on our farms. Must
have flexible availability, including some weekends and
holidays. Follow and maintain bio-security standards.

careers@theclarkcompanies.com

services

ONTARIO WORKS/
WELFARE FRAUD
IS A CRIME!

Report fraud 24 hours a day

1-800-420-5403

or online at HNSS.org
Haldimand-Norfolk
Health & Social Services

WANTED TO PURCHASE,
quantity of “spoiled hay”.
Delivery required. Call 289-
659-8539.

services

HOOVER'S
WATER

e Pools

e Cisterns

JE&M o« Wells
CONTRACTORS 519.587.5126

Custom Eaves Trough Forming
Gutter Clean System

905-768-3111

ADVERTISE HERE TODAY!

advertising@haldimandpress.com

NORTH STAR WINDOWS PEBFEGT
—— e+siding ——
« soffit
|z | | |PITCH
Il «doors | ] . .
- shutters * piano tuning & repairs
w * awnings L - used piano sales
» caulking
STEEL ROOFING GJJ
CALL Bruce
John 905-776-2008 VanDerMolen
or Mark 905-776-1407 519.587.2053




