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Carters seek to make transition seemless for customers
Continued from Page 1

	 Linda says, “The beauty 
of Home Hardware buying our 
inventory means that we don’t 
have to stress about liquidating 
everything ... but we will try to 
make sure that all of the con-
sumable products that people 
really need will never run out of 
stock. If Cayuga Pets runs out 
of something, Home Hardware 
will order it in. Whatever Cayu-
ga Pets hasn’t run out of upon 
closing will go down the road to 
the hardware store.”
	 Reflecting on their years in 
business, Randy sums up the 
highlights in two words: “The 
people.” 
	 Customers, whether long-
time or new, became friends. 
The couple also values their re-
lationships with their staff. Barb 
Walker worked with Randy for 

many years and Linda says, 
“He adores her to this day.” Lin-
da speaks highly of their current 
employee, Tamara, saying, “She 
has a wit and an intellect that we 
have benefited from both per-
sonally and professionally.”
	 Decades of running a store 
in a small town has given the 
Carters the unique opportunity 
to know generations of families. 
Linda says, “The little children 
that were running around while 
he delivered as a young man 
are now the ones operating the 
family farms. The kids that came 
in with their first puppy are the 
ones that are now getting pup-
pies for their children. (Randy) 
has enjoyed that part.”
	 To their loyal customers 
Linda says, “Thanks for all the 
second chances. Thanks for 
trusting us to fix the things we 
sometimes screw up. Thanks 

for thinking of us first, even if 
we don’t have what you need. 
Thanks for every now and then 
bringing us chocolate milk and 
cookies. Our customers are the 
best!”
	 Those customers can be 
grateful for the support Cayu-
ga Pets ‘n More has given the 
community over the years, in-
cluding sports teams, service 
clubs, church groups, 4-H, sad-
dle clubs, and agriculture asso-
ciations. Considering this Linda 
says, “There are many reasons 
to shop local. People want em-
ployment ... they want spon-
sorship ... they want economic 
growth. They need to realize 
they need to shop local. Without 
our loyal customers continuing 
to come to us first to see if we 
can take care of their needs, we 
wouldn’t have been able to keep 
going.” 

	 She adds, “We can appreci-
ate that people need to get the 
best bang for their buck. But if 
it costs a nickel more from the 
local guy, just think of what that 
nickel is buying for your commu-
nity.” 
	 With that in mind the Carters 
encourage customers to contin-
ue to shop in Cayuga for their 
pet supply needs at the Home 
Hardware. Linda says, “We are 
going to do our best to help fa-
cilitate this transition. We both 
think that it will be good for the 
town to keep commerce here.”
	 From selling pet food to cre-
ating jobs to sponsoring teams, 
Cayuga Pets ‘n More has, in-
deed, been good for the town. 
When the doors close and the 
Carters take the time to pur-
sue other aspirations, you can 
be sure they will continue to be 
good for the town too.

Randy and Linda Carter outside the
Cayuga Pets ‘n More store

Haldimand’s late snow 
gone as quickly as it came

HALDIMAND—While April snows are not unheard of in southern Ontario, many residents 
were still surprised by just how late Mother Nature hit us with the most recent blizzard be-
ginning Tuesday, April 20, 2021. The Weather Network warned that travel was not advised 
for the area as the heavy, wet snow impacted driving conditions. As much as 15cm of snow 
was seen in some towns. Above, Tom Dragomautz submitted this photo of the Elfner house 
on Munsee Street South in Cayuga after the family pulled out Christmas decorations April 21 
to showcase the snow. Below left, Rick Grant got this shot of flowers in the snow in Caledo-
nia. Below right, this stone pathway in Hagersville was one example of how varying ground 
temperatures significantly altered the amount of snow that accumulated (Haldimand Press 
photo).

Take a tour of the PATH

By Valerie Posthumus
The Haldimand Press

	 HALDIMAND—An eclectic group of 24 
artists contributed to a County-sponsored art 
project called the Paddle Art Tour Haldimand 
(PATH) to be installed throughout the county 
by the end of May 2021.
	 The project began in February and the 
artists received paddles in March. Artists had 
their paddles until April 5 when they were re-
turned to Gina McIntee, Project Coordinator, 
for coating with a weather protectant. 
	 The paddles themselves were created 
in just 10 days by students at both Dunnville 
Secondary and McKinnon Park Secondary 
schools under the supervision of Philip Kline 
and Charlie Richardson respectively. 
	 McIntee said, “The students took owner-
ship of the project and that’s very cool.”
	 The blades of the paddles are extra wide 
to provide a better canvas for the artists to 
create images.
	 “(Haldimand County) received grant 
funding to spark tourism in Southwest Ontar-
io, so we are trying to promote visitors and 
residents to get out and enjoy the beauty of 
the county with this paddle tour,” said Megan 
Turner, Administrative Assistant of Commu-
nity Development and Partnerships. “You’ll 
be able to go out and enjoy the community 
and see a paddle along the way. They’re not 
off the beaten path, but they are at locations 
where you’d have to travel or you could use 
active transportation to get to them.”

	 The concept for the paddle tour came 
during a brainstorming meeting at the Coun-
ty where the decision was made to build on 
the previous Water Wheel Project coordinat-
ed by McIntee and created through the Great 
Art for Great Lakes organization. McIntee 
was the lead artist on that project, so she 
was chosen as the project coordinator for 
this project as well. 
	 Ann Unyi, Supervisor Heritage and Cul-
ture, said, “We really needed Gina to come 
on board to make this a reality.” 
	 McIntee added, “This was a very quick 
project to organize and to make sure that all 
the paddles would be completed; we needed 
to stay on a strict timeline.”
	 Once completed, the paddles will be dis-
played throughout Haldimand. Of the art on 
the paddles, Turner said, “We basically want-
ed to keep the theme water, the Grand Riv-
er, and where we live…. The paddles were 
initially going to be installed along the river, 
but we decided to put them up around the 
county.” 
	 Unyi added, “It does stir an emotion with 
the different images. When you look at them, 
whatever you look at – the butterflies or wa-
ter scenes – you can equate that to some-
thing in your life or something good that’s 
happened or makes you happy.”  
	 McIntee finished, “There was a common 
theme of love when you listen to the artist, 
the passion that has gone into a paddle, it all 
ties into something they love.”
	 To learn more, visit haldimandcounty.ca.

Shumauni McIntee
Dunnville

“Gina McIntee is my mother 
and I’d say my greatest 

mentor. This project means 
a lot to me for a few rea-

sons. Being able to display 
some of my favourite qual-

ities of our county, while 
supporting my mother with 
the project. The beauty of 
the nature, the waterfront, 
wildlife and the other little 
things around us! I love 

knowing that people will get 
to see Dunnville through 

my lenses.”

Krysta Jamieson
Six Nations

“It’s been a while since 
I painted something, so 
I really took the time to 

appreciate the process. I’m 
grateful this project opened 
my eyes to remembering 

the simplicity of painting in 
this amazing experience. 

This project came to me at 
the right time in my life, an 
opportunity I couldn’t pass 

up. This paddle has become 
a tangible symbol of begin-
ning my journey, wherever 

it takes me!”

Sadie Kingma
Dunnville

“I am a high school student 
in Dunnville. I am just be-

ginning my art journey and 
will be attending university 
for art once I finish my final 

year of high school. You 
can follow my progression 

on my Instagram page 
skingma.arts. This project 

was a wonderful opportuni-
ty to express my interests 
and explore a part of my 
life from a different per-

spective.

Do you have a story idea?
Know of something interesting happening in the community? 
Let us know by emailing publishers@haldimandpress.com!


