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“A short cut to mushrooms”

Dear judging panel members:

Niagara-on-the-Lake resident Andrew Ball has been foraging wild mushrooms for seven years
with longtime friend Levi Brant. It’s to the point where they sell their bounty to local chefs —
which is what puts us onto the story.

Wild mushrooms? Sounds dangerous. But fascinating.

To give readers and viewers a glimpse into the enigmatic world of mushroom hunting, The Lake
Report’s editor-in-chief Richard Harley and freelance videographer Nicholas Rothwell followed

the two fungi fanatics around for a few days to get a sense of what they do, why they do it and
where they do it.

The result was a front-page print feature with a turn to the centrespread and short video
feature for online, with a QR code link from the paper. The video was also entered into a RODE
film competition.

The headline for the whole story, “A short cut to mushrooms” pays homage to author J. R. R.
Tolkien as it is the title of the fourth chapter of The Fellowship of the Rings.

There’s no shortage of stories to be told about fascinating people and their even more
fascinating hobbies. This story is a prime example of a story that just about anyone would find
interesting, mushroom and nature lover or not. A prime opportunity to do something a little
differently and have some fun too.

Regards,
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Kevin MacLean
Managing Editor
The Lake Report / www.niagaranow.com
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