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SIt has become difficult to drive

along a road in Glanbrook and
not come across mounds of dirt
being moved as encroaching de-
velopments steadily infiltrate the
countryside. Glanbrook, once
rich in farms, is now one of the
fastest developing areas in the
city of Hamilton, but the rate of
urban encroachment is, for some
farmers, a threat not just to their
livelihood, but also their legacy.

As Mount Hope farmer Do-
rothy Jansen gently lifted dis-
gruntled hens to collect eggs for
breakfast, she said she recently
adopted a German shepherd to
keep developers off of her four-
generation, 65-hectare farmland.

"In the past five years I've got-
ten more than a couple dozen of-
fers from both commercial and
residential developers," she said
with a laugh. "They would just
walk into the fields sometimes,
but my Heidi keeps them away."

Jansen said the woods on her
land usually blocks out the dis-
tant echoes of a nearby commer-
cial development in progress.

"The landscape looked so dif-

ferent 50 years ago," said 72-year-
old Jansen. "It saddens me, some-
times. The fields my father
worked, neighbouring farms and
families who worked these lands
for generations are almost all
gone. It's for what, dealerships
and McHouses?"

The process of development
has changed somewhat over the
years.

Prior to 2019, any development
applications that would expand
an urban boundary were subject
to the municipality's local poli-
cies and procedures. Generally,
councillors would focus on infill-
ing already urban-designated ar-
eas. 

After the More Homes, More
Choice Act was passed in 2019, its
legislation allowed developers to
make pitches for rural parcels of 

See ‘THE’, page 4

GLANBROOK LANDSCAPE RAPIDLY
CHANGING WITH DEVELOPMENT

TARA LINDEMANNTARA LINDEMANNT
tlindemann@sachem.ca

'IT'S FOR WHAT,
DEALERSHIPS AND
MCHOUSES?'

Dorothy Jansen interrupts her hens to gather eggs. At 72, she said she has
no intention of giving up her 60-hectare farmland to developers, and has
refused a dozen offers in the last five years.

Tara Lindemann/Metroland
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land 40 hectares at a time.
Richard Lyall, presi-

dent of the Residential
Construction Council of
Ontario, said the legisla-
tion is an opportunity for
the province to patch a bro-
ken system and should
spur development.

"I'm not saying it's per-
fect and I don't think the
government is even saying
that," he said. "But what
the government has said
here is, 'We are really seri-
ous about this.' What
they've done is recognize
that what we've been doing
doesn't work, it isn't work-
ing, and no one else has had
any real good ideas."

Hamilton expects to
build 110,300 more housing
units by 2051 and is looking
at the Whitebelt, which is
the lands between the out-
er edge of approved urban
settlement areas sur-

rounding the Greater To-
ronto Area, Hamilton and
the Greenbelt Plan area, to
accommodate them. These
lands are currently unde-

veloped, and are not pro-
tected from urban develop-
ment in the future.

"I believe it should be
left up to the municipality

to decide where it's best,
where it's not best," said
Glanbrook Coun. Brenda
Johnson.

Of Glanbrook's 55 active

rural development appli-
cations, 21 were residen-
tial, 14 commercial and 11
agricultural.

Jansen said she was sur-

prised the numbers were
not higher.

"They're making piece-
meal of Glanbrook and I
just don't see the sense in
it," said Jansen.

She has no plans to ev-
er sell her farm. Her son,
Ted Jansen, has moved
back to the farm to help
his mother and talk about
the future.

"I'm a hobbyist, not a
farmer," he said. "But I see
potential for our farm in
coming generations. We
won't collapse into con-
crete if we can help it."

Jansen smiled at her
son. 

"He's my legacy and my
joy."

STORY BEHIND THE
STORY: When residents
reached out to us about
nearby developments, we
wanted to know why the
rate of expansion in Glan-
brook seemed so high.

NEWS

'THE LANDSCAPE LOOKED SO DIFFERENT 50 YEARS AGO' 
Continued from front

Ted Jansen goes after guinea fowl that escaped the family's Mount Hope farm last summer. He will be inheriting the farm one day,
and while he would prefer not to sell, he hasn't decided what he'll do with the land.

Dorothy Jansen photo


