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Graphic novel artist teaches Sheguiandah his craft

by Michael Erskine

SHEGUIANDAH—A lot of
things are happening in
the digital universe of the
internet these days as the
world adjusts to the reali-
ties of fighting the global
pandemic and communi-
ties strive to find ways to
make isolation more bear-
able for their members.

Shelba Deer, program co-
ordinator with Sheguian-
dah First Nation, cast
about for innovative and
interesting diversions
with which to engage com-
munity—things that would
help alleviate some of the
pandemic isolation being
felt in every community
across the country. Always
on the lookout, Ms. Deer
said the idea of the graphic
novel workshop came
about through her own
artistic interests as a
young Anishinaabe-kwe.

Ms. Deer floated the con-
cept during a staff meeting
and her colleagues thought
it was a great idea, she
recalled. Then it was a
matter of finding the right
person for the gig.

Ms. Deer cast back to her
experience in her former
gig with 4elements Living
Arts and the network she
established working with
de founder Sophie
Edwards. “Sophie has been
an amazing mentor to me,”
said Ms. Deer. “It was her
encouragement that got
me to contact one of the
graphic artists who attend-
ed a social enterprise
workshop for Indigenous
writers and artists I
attended at Algoma Uni-
versity. So I emailed him
and it all came together. As
Sophie said, ‘it is like the
universe is looking out for
you’.”

Neal Shannacappo, the
graphic artist Ms. Deer
cold emailed, is a Nakawe
and poet from Rolling Riv-
er First Nation in Manito-
ba. Mr. Shannacappo (his
pen name) is Eagle clan
and currently living, work-
ing and playing in Ottawa.

His latest work, ‘The
Krillian Key: Salamander
Run’ is published by Kege-
donce Press, and follows an
immortal being, ‘Kyrill’
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The graphic novel Krillian Key:
Salamander Run’ is set in a
dystopian future landscape and
tells the story of an Indigenous
hero pursued by alien villians.
(a.k.a. Salamander),
through the burning,
charred remnants of Neo-
New York, a dystopian
landscape that plays a
familiar backdrop com-
mon to graphic novels.
Kyrill is the only key to a
prison controlled by the
seven gods of creation, and
as such is chased through
the post-apocalyptic
hellscape depicted in ‘The
Krillian Key’ by warring
factions of alien/human
hybrids—one of which
seeks to shield Salamander
from danger, while the oth-
er would use him to release
and apolcalypse by open-
ing the doors to an alien
prison.

Mr. Shannacappo is cited
for his “imaginative world-
building and vivid art-
work.”

The graphic novelist
took participants in the
four-week workshop series
through all aspects of a
career as a graphic novel-
ist. From initial concept to
artwork, through publish-
ing and essential tools, the
workshop  participants
were encouraged to create
their own artwork as they
followed along.

Among his own inspira-
tions, Mr. Shannacappo
recalled writing a poem
about “the man in black”
that formed early genesis
of one of his main charac-
ters. “It was very dark and
had nothing to do with the
graphic novel as it looks
today, but that was when I
first created the character
of ‘The Father’

It was several years
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before he found the look he
wanted for that character.
“Salamander showed up
around that time,” he said.
“He was also very differ-
ent, but what both charac-
ters have retained is their
tone—Salamander is light
and The Father is dark.”

In conversation with
The Expositor, Mr. Shan-
nacappo noted that there
has never been a better
time for a young aspiring
cartoonists or graphic nov-
elists, writers of any
genre, to make their way
in the industry—but it will
take work.

“Younger generations
have a good grasp of social
media,” he said. “You can
publish your work online
yourself, and there are all
kinds of sites like Patreon,
Instagram and others
where you can market
your work. I find younger
people are much better at
that than an older artist
like myself.”

For an “older artist” Mr.
Shannacappo demonstrat-
ed a pretty strong facility
with the online graphics
tools that are available to
young artists these days,
many of them with his
favourite characteristic
“free” going for them.

Mr. Shannacappo’s
works can be found online
at Chapters, Amazon and
his publisher’s website
kegedonce.com.

The youth comic book
workshop was sponsored
by United Chiefs and
Councils of Mnidoo Mnis-
ing and the Ontario Indige-
nous Health and Wellness
Strategy.
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inconsistency in acreage reported was corrected by the
Bayers. Requests for information on the number of bales
produced by the Bayers and the types of equipment they
use while farming were complied with by the Bayers.

“The applicants take the position that, unless the dis-
closure is consistent with what the applicants may have
found during their own research or that they do not like
the answer that they received, then the respondents are in
contempt of the order,” reads the board decision. “All the
issues raised here by the applicants are more properly the
subject of cross-examination of the respondents’ witness-
es at the hearing.”

The board found that there was no contempt of its
order.

In the end, the board decided that the application
“should now proceed to a hearing without anymore costly
preliminary interruptions from the applicants.”

As such, the Roccas “shall not bring any further
motions without leave from the board, save and except a
motion for a site visit by a qualified expert.” The board
also set out that such “leave will only be granted on a
motion brought in writing on notice where the evidence
provided by the applicants shows that the motion will
have a reasonable prospect of success.”

The allegations before the board have yet to be proven.

As the case is currently before the tribunal, the respon-
dents refrained from providing comment and The Exposi-
tor has relied on the public record to outline the bones of
this story to date. That information can be found online at
canlii.org by searching Rocca v Bayer, 2021.

As this case has strong ramifications for the future of
agriculture, rural practices and the right to farm, The
Expositor intends to follow developments in this (and per-
haps subsequent or similar and related cases) closely in
the future.
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