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GREAT LOCAL BOOKS ON
e SECRET BEACHES ¢ WALKS & HIKES
e BIRDS & BUTTERFLIES
See the experts for all your backyard nature needs

m: BACKYARD

Wildbird & Nature Store
250-390-3669 ¢ 6314 Metral Dr, Nanaimo

www.thebackyard.ca
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Make your next destination
Better Hearing. ,---
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NANAIMO NORTH 250.585.0970
NANAIMO SOUTH 778.762.5441

9 NEXGEN)
HEARING

nexgenhearing.com

WorkSafeBC and other Provincial WCB
Networks, VAC, BCEA and NIHB accepted
Registered under the College of Speech
and Hearing Health Professionals of BC
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OCEANSIDE AIR

Oceanside Air Ltd

Charters-sightseeing-training
250-594-6872 » www.oceansideair.com Ei
Oceanside Air Ltd.

Island Travel Air Share
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AN ASSOCIATION OF LAW CORPORATIONS

YOU AND THE LAW®

PICKING YOUR
GRANDKIDS OVER YOUR
CHILD IN YOUR WILL

Can you skip your children so your grandkids inherit
instead?

If your will doesn’t adequately provide for your spouse
and children, the court could change it.

Here's an example.

Mr. Y (names changed) had two adult independent
children - Robert (who was childless) and Sarah (who
had two boys). Mr. Y left half of his estate to Robert.
The other half was divided equally among Sarah and
his grandsons.

Sarah, who got only 1/6, went to court over this. Under
B.C. law, if your will doesn’t adequately provide for your
spouse or children, the court can change the will so it
makes “adequate, just and equitable” provision in all the
circumstances.

Robert argued Sarah effectively got half too (even
though most of “her” half was going directly to the
grandchildren).

But the financial situation of the two siblings was very
different.

At the hearing, Sarah was 58, disabled and
unemployable. Most of her income was a disability
pension. Shed worked mostly at poorly paid,
minimum-wage jobs while supporting her kids,
and was basically destitute and alone. Robert, 60 at
the hearing, while also disabled from several traffic
accidents, was financially well-off, with assets of over
$4 million. His wife had a decent income.

The court decided to vary the will.

Leaving Sarah only 1/6 of her dads estate was
inadequate to provide for her and not what a judicious
parent would do. It gave the grandsons a 1/6 share
each at Saral’s expense, and they had no obligation to
support her. The will also overlooked the fact Robert
had received real estate worth almost $1 million from
his father outside of the will. So the court decided Sarah
should get one-half, Robert should get 2/6 and each
grandson should get 1/12 of the estate assets.

There are ways to make sure you get to decide what
happens to your assets — discuss these things with your

lawyer.

Written by J. and G. Mucalov, LL.B.s with assistance from
FABRIS McIVER HORNQUIST & RADCLIFFE. This column
provides information only, not legal advice. Contact FABRIS
McIVER HORNQUIST & RADCLIFFE for legal advice. “You and
the Law” is a registered trademark.

FabrisMclver Hornquist & Radcliffe
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1 Your law firm
A complete legal team,
working for you!

L-R: Nick Fabris, lain Mclver,
Richard Hornquist, Charles Radcliffe
40 Cavan Street,
Nanaimo
250-753-6661
www.fabris-law.com
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Ben Glassen works with turkeys on a farm in the Westwood Road area of Nanaimo.
Glassen wants to establish a poultry abattoir on a site on Jingle Pot Road. (Karl Yu/
News Bulletin)

Abattoir proposed
as meat-processing
sites dwindling

Farmer makes ALC
application for

small-scale facility
on Jingle Pot Road

KARL YU
NEWS BULLETIN

With small-scale central Island
meat processing site numbers
dwindling, a Nanaimo farmer
wants to set up an abattoir for
chickens, turkeys, ducks and
other fowl.

Ben Glassen has applied to
the Agricultural Land Commis-
sion for an Agricultural Land
Reserve non-farm use permit
that would see the facility estab-
lished on leased land on Jingle
Pot Road. His proposal would
include a rotary scalder, plucker
with feather chute, work tables,
cooler, freezer and an area for
inspection.

While there were five red meat
and five poultry facilities on the
Island in 2018, two red meat and
two poultry sites have closed,
including one at Whiskey Creek
in December 2020, according to
Glassen. The small farm com-
munity currently has three op-
tions to process meat: Saanich-
ton, Cobble Hill, which he says
offers limited custom processing,
and Black Creek, which can be

inconvenient due to travel time.

“In order for me to grow my
farm, or for anyone else to even
continue farming, we need op-
tions for meat processing,” Glas-
sen said.

The site is situated in Regional
District of Nanaimo Electoral
Area C and the RDN electoral
area services committee ap-
proved a motion July 8, voicing
support for Glassen and recom-
mending the ALC give approval.
The motion will be forwarded
to the RDN’s July 27 board
meeting, where Glassen will also
make a presentation.

Glassen said non-farm use is
less prohibitive than farm use,
which would require him to raise
50 per cent of the birds going
through the plant. The capacity
of the abattoir would be 300
birds per day, starting at three
days a week, he said.

“In order to produce 50 per
cent of the birds, just to operate
three days a week, I would have
to produce 4,200 turkeys,” said
Glassen. “I would have to go
into the quota system. In order
to buy quota, it would be about
$250,000 ... I would also have
to build an industry barn to fit
their specifications for $250,000,
also you're not allowed to have
quota unless you own the land,
for another $250,000.

Continued on A13
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“Then I can build my plant
for $250,000. So in order to
process one chicken for a
‘farm mom,” I would need $1
million, according to going
through the quota system.”

Tyler Brown, RDN board
chairperson, said there will
be additional approvals
needed from the RDN for
the abattoir, including a tem-
porary-use permit or zoning
amendment, but said it’s
something that’s needed.

“If we're going to support
more localized agriculture,
there’s a genuine need to
make sure that the facilities
in the region exist that can
support those smaller-scale
operators,” said Brown.
“There’s barriers to small-
er-scale operators within the movement towards getting
industrialized agricultural back to more agriculture in
system, which we inhabit. our area. Duncan is healthy, the red meat facilities and
The majority of our food Comox Valley is healthy, one of the poultry facilities,
production comes from Nanaimo is a decade behind  the owners passed away
industrial scale, essentially both of those areas in food  while still in operation with
corporations.” knowledge and food protec- no succession plan. The

Kim Smythe, Greater tion and local food produc-  other two, they finally gave
Nanaimo Chamber of Com- tion.” up, threw in the towel and
merce president and CEO, When asked about meat retired with no succession
also believes such facilities processing sites closing, plan.
are needed. Glassen said there seems “If I'm the young man

“There needs to be more to be a reduced interest in who has to take up the
small-scale food service in farming. The average age of  charge and build abattoir ca-
general, and farm service, farmers is close to 60 years pacity on Vancouver Island,
agricultural service, and that old, he said. I suppose that’s the task I
would include abattoirs and “They say any industry need to do in order to be
dressing and butchering and  where the average age is over  able to continue farming.”
all of that kind of stuff,” said 35 is an industry in decline,”
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Turkeys on farmland in the Westwood Road area. (News Bulletin photo)
Smythe. “There’s a conscious said Glassen. “Farming is

[about] double that, the same
with farm services. One of

reporter@nanaimobulletin.com

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY
Call for Applications — Design Advisory Panel
Two Positions
DEADLINE EXTENDED

Do you have a desire to get involved with your community? Do you have the skills noted
below? If so, we encourage you to apply for one of the two volunteer at-large positions
available on the Design Advisory Panel.

The successful applicants for the Design Advisory Panel will be familiar with urban design
guidelines, design principles and have the skills necessary to assist staff in establishing
guidelines to ensure that the form and character of future developments is of high quality
and meets the needs of the community.

The term of office for the Design Advisory Panel is three years, until July 2024 or as
determined by Council.

For more information regarding the Design Advisory Panel including mandate, eligibility
requirements, time commitments and responsibilities, please see the Mandate and
Objectives and Application Form on the City’s website at www.nanaimo.ca under Your
Government/Boards and Committees.

Interested residents must submit a completed application to Legislative Services by
4:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 12, 2021 by:

Mail/Hand: Legislative Services, 455 Wallace Street, Nanaimo, BCV9R 5J6
Email: Legislative.Servicesoffice@nanaimo.ca

Members may sit on one committee at a time and must be City of Nanaimo residents,
unless specified otherwise in the Terms of Reference.

Contact the Legislative Services Department at 250-755-4405 if you have any questions.
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earing clinic
The best-fit boutique
Improve your Hearing
with the Hearing @&
Aid Test Drive

How can you be sure
which hearing aid is
right for you?

Make an Informed Choice
At Nanaimo Hearing Clinic, we believe the only way to know which
hearing aid is right for you is to experience the benefits in your
day-to-day life. That is why we created a hassle-free, no pressure

process that truly puts you in the driver seat.

Here’s How It Works
1) Make an appointment for an initial hearing evaluation
2) Take home state of the art hearing devices today. We allow you to
try many different types and price levels with no commitment or
deposit required

3) Take your time evaluating which hearing aid suits you best

Call (250) 585-4100

to Schedule Your Risk-Free
Hearing Aid Test Drive

501-5800 Turner Road,
Nanaimo, BC
VOTé)4

Hanan and Shelagh Merrill, RHIP
www.nanaimohearingclinic.com




