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Dr. RiedI
hailed as ‘a
doctor first’

Heather Wright
The Independent

Dr. Frank Riedl is being hailed as a
caring, compassionate professional, a man
dedicated to the medical profession and
Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital.

Riedl, who graduated from the University
of Western Ontario, began practicing in
Petrolia in 1967 where he served until he

died Friday.

He was 81.

For many people in
Petrolia and Alvinston,
Dr. Riedl was the only
family physician they
ever had. He brought
them into the world,
cared for them and their
children as they aged.

“He has been my
family doctor for my
whole life as well as for
both my children. He
has been an amazing

doctor and friend,” said Bonnie Broad in
the online tributes posted to Dr. Riedl’s
obituary. “His dedication to the medical
profession has been top notch and will

definitely be missed.”

Others spoke of the time the doctor would
spend with each patient. “He never stopped

Dr. Frank
RiedI
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Workers from COPE Construction were working under the lights at the corner of Dufferin and Greenfield St. in Petrolia Monday.
Greenfield St. is under construction and there was a problem with one of the water lines. Crews were able to fix it in under two
hours.

Changes needed for Buurma Acres to store biosolid fertilizer

caring for his patients,” wrote Marianne

Terpstra. “He was one of the last doctors to
still go into people’s homes to care for them.

Heather Wright In April 2020, David Buurma’s numbered
The Independent company filed an appeal asking the Normal

types of fertilizer in a central location for
distribution to larger farm parcels. Buurma

He truly was a great man.”
“He was a doctor first, regardless of the
hour or the day. He was a gentleman with

The Normal Farm Practices Protection
Board has laid down new rules on how

Farm Practices Protection board to rule that
a large bunker where he stored fertilizer is a
normal part of his farm’s business. He also

Acres owns 55 farm properties over four
counties, including Lambton, which David
Buurma told the hearing, use the fertilizer

great integrity,” wrote Mayor Brad Loosley
on his personal social media. “He would
call on a Sunday to check on the status of
anyone in the family who was ill or to tell
you to come in the next day because he’d
found something in your blood work.

“He won our hearts when we first met him
with a very colicky baby 42 years ago and
we have trusted him and loved him ever

SEE RIEDL PG 2

since.”

stored on Churchill Line.

And the board’s ruling says the
municipality’s two bylaws stop the practice.
The board in its ruling said the municipality
believed the storage was a commercial
activity since Buurma Acres includes the
biomass fertilizer company LaSalle Agri.

“We note that there was no evidence that
there was any sale of fertilizer from the

subject lands,” says the board’s ruling.
SEE NEW RULES PG 2

wanted the board to rule Brooke-Alvinston’s
Tidy Yards Bylaw and Zoning Bylaw was
restricting the practice.

The NFPPB released its decision Friday
saying “storage of fertilizer is deemed to be
included in the list of agricultural activities
(in the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs Act) and is therefore part of an
agricultural operation.”

It pointed to evidence given by other
farmers that large operations do store all

biosolids fertilizer must be stored in the
province.

And Brooke-Alvinston’s lawyer is hopeful
it will mean fresher air in the municipality.

The rules are a result of a six-day hearing
where a Lambton County farmer fought to
have the right to centrally store the fertilizer
made from human waste on his Churchill
Line farm.

Two Brooke-Alvinston bylaws were pro-
hibiting him from doing that, he argued.
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