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Changes to be made

CON’T FROM PG 1

But changes have to
be made. The board said
Buurma Acres is operating
the centralized storage
within a “regulatory
gap.” Biosolid fertilizer
is not regulated under
either Ontario’s Nutrient
Management Act nor the
federal Canadian Fertilizer
Act. And the farm was
not storing the product
according to the Canada
Product Label instructions —
the only official guidelines
available.

The board said Buurma
Acres stored it far longer
than others. One witness
said the farms which do use
biosolid fertilizer generally
don’t keep it on site longer
than three months. Buurma
Acres says the fertilizer
could stay in the concrete
bunker on Churchill Line
for up to a year but is
generally stored for up to
nine months.

That long term storage,
coupled with a bunker
which the board found does
not protect the fertilizer
from the elements, leads to
odours which neighbours
testified caused significant
problems.

Witnesses told the board
of being unable to open
windows when the odours
rose and how it would stick
to clothing and even food
for hours.

The board accepted the
smell was a problem when
the fertilizer was wet,
although no official studies
were done.

The board has given
Buurma Acres one year to
modify the storage saying
the system in place is
“ineffective.”

It wants the fertilizer
stored in either a covered
vertical silo with the product
covered by a nitrogen
blanket to reduce the risk
of combustion or stored in
a waterproof bunker with
a fixed roof and an entry

that can be closed to keep
out rain and snow since
precipitation increases

the moisture content of
the fertilizer and leads to
combustion and the strong
odour.

The board also wants the
farm unit to start active
weekly testing of the
biosolid fertilizer to make
sure it stays dry with less
than 10 per cent moisture
content.

“The evidence also
convinces the board that
by keeping the product
permanently covered and
dry, the excessive odour
from the fertilizer and the
combustion events should
be significantly reduced and
hopefully eliminated,” the
board concluded.

“From the municipalities’
point of view, I think that
is a good result,” Lawyer
Peter Pickfield told The
Independent. “It means that
they will have to actually
store this material properly
inside a storage facility.

“It’s consistent with what
we were saying,” Pickfield
adds. “Our bylaws were not
set up to regulate this kind
of material...so it simply
didn’t permit this kind of
storage.

“What the board has done

is they’ve put in place some
appropriate regulations to
deal with this, which makes
perfect sense.” And that may
be helpful to both Dawn-
Euphemia and Warwick
Townships which also face
hearings at the board with
the Buurmas.

Buurma Acres has one
year to change the storage.
Pickfield says it is not clear
what the corporation’s
plans are yet. And Pickfield
isn’t sure what will happen
if Buurma Acres decides
to ignore the board’s
order. Pickfield says the
corporation would not
be following the zoning
bylaws, and the storage then
could not continue.

Riedl served his entire career in Petrolia and Alvinston
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“Dr. Riedl has been an exemplary
doctor and friend for many years. His
stories and sense of humour became
an enjoyable part of every visit,” said
Lawrence Swift.

Those personal touches were seen by
those who worked with him, too. “I
worked a few years with him at CEE
Hospital. He was was always kind, and
pleasant with the utmost dedication to
his patients and practice,” says Paula

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO
The flag at Charlotte Eleanor
Englehart Hospital flies at half staff
in honour of the long time Petrolia
physician who died Friday.
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Lumley.

“Frank was the last true old school
Doc. He was still doing house calls.
He was a great man and his strong
work ethic and dedication will be
remembered for years to come,” said
Lambton paramedic and Petrolia Town
Councillor Grant Purdy.

While Dr. Riedl made a demonstrable
difference in his patients’ lives, he also
made a mark in the community.

Riedl was the medical director at
Charlotte Eleanor Englehart Hospital
in Petrolia during one of the most
turbulent times in the rural hospital’s
history.

In 2010, Dr. Riedl was one of many
local doctors who fought to bring more

NAYELL ABREGO

Known for her soaring vocals and
magnetic stage presence, you'll
recognize Nayeli from 2019’
You've got a Friend and Starbright
Christmas
Watch Nayeli’s performance
on June 4 at 7pm

SARAH SMITH

One of Canada’s favourite songbirds, recording
artist Sarah Smith has appeared at the VPP in
Folks Like Us and You’ve Got a Friend.
Watch Sarah’s performance on June 5

at 4pm

JENNIFER WALLS

A powerhouse singer, known for her incredible
impersonations, you've seen her in many
VPP shows, including Little Miss County Fair,
Smtarbright Christmas and The Fiddler & The
Crooner!

Watch Jennifer’s performance on June 5

doctors to the emergency department
as Bluewater Health and the Erie St.
Clair LHIN planned to eliminate the
24 hour emergency department.

After a massive public outcry — the
LHIN formed a reference panel to
review the plan and to find ways to
keep the emergency department open
24 hours. Dr Riedl was part of that
panel.
Today, the emergency department in
Petrolia still operates 24 hours a day.
Dr. Riedl is survived by his wife,
Lynne, and his children, Becky,
Craig, Jenny, and Frankie and 11
grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements had not yet
been finalized at press time.
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STEPHEN INGRAM

Making his VPP debut in 2019’s
Summer of ‘69, Stephen’s
charismatic musicianship left
audiences wanting more! Join him for
a memorable evening of song.
Watch Stephen’s performance
on June 4 at 6pm.
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ACTOR'S

DON'T MISS THE FUN!

To watch the entertainment please

visit the Town of Petrolia YouTube

ALL PIZZERIAS & RESTURANTS WILL HAVE PIZZAFEST SPECIALS FRIDAY & SATURDAY!

HELEN'S HIDEAWAY FAMILY RESTAURANT
ATHENA'S DINER
BLACKGOLD BREWERY
BUDS PREMIUM PIZZA
GODFATHERS PIZZA

b
TOURISM

PETROLIA PIZZA & SUBS
WISE GUYS INC.

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS!

MARK PAYNE

The Victoria Playhouse’s Resident Music Director is
beloved for his captivating performances over the
past ten years. He brings his world-class talent to
your home for Pizzafest!
Watch Mark’s performance on June 5 at
6pm

JOHNNY G'S

BOURQUE

Bar & Ruck

Channel or find the Town of Petrolia
on Facebook!
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