
It’s a bit of an awkward time for the
Canadian flag, isn’t it?

Well, the modern flag has always been
a little goofy, which somehow suited this
country quite nicely. Many other countries
opted for cool stuff on their flags, like stars,
or eagles, or even a dang sickle – you guys
like cutting grass, errrr?? – while most others
opted for bold stripes of colour, or crosses of
various shapes and sizes.

But not us. Nope. What did we put on
our flag? A leaf. Yes, the softest part of the
tree. But Canadians, for the most part, liked
our little piece of flora. And the world liked
it too, or at least they liked what it stood for.
The world mostly still likes it, as far as I can
tell. A Maple Leaf stitched on your backpack
always told the locals that the traveller
wearing that emblem would probably be
polite and would maybe get a little drunk
and would certainly say sorry after spilling
their beer and would probably help clean up
at the end of the night.

And this is usually the flag’s time to shine
– during the Olympic Games. Nothing brings
out national fervour like watching four dudes
going sledding together.

The other traditional time for the flag

to fly high is on
Canada Day, and in
particular it’s new
Canadians who are
justifiably proud to
wave the flag of the
country that gave
them opportunities
they didn’t have in
their homeland.

Last Canada Day,
however, was different for many people. The
discovery of unmarked graves at residential
schools across the country was a jarring
reminder of the role the Canadian gov-
ernment played in co-ordinating a system
created to indoctrinate Indigenous children
into Euro-Canadian ways of living and assim-
ilate them into mainstream white Canadian
society. For many Indigenous people, the
Canadian flag was never a source of pride,
but rather a reminder of the colonialism that
created the country, and persists to this day.

But for many Canadians, the flag is still
a positive symbol. At least, it was until a
couple of weeks ago. But has something
changed? Take this personal quiz: What do
you think if you’re driving now and a minivan

and a couple of pickups pull up behind you
with Canadian flags flapping out the tops of
all the windows?

I suppose this could be a “divisive” ques-
tion. I suspect approximately 10-20 per cent
might see that and say “Yes! Freedom!! Yes!!!
I agree with you, flag men! Honk honk honk
HONK HONK HONK!!!”

But the other 80 per cent of Canadians
might see that in the rearview mirror and
say, “Oh, there goes some wackadoos.”

Then you might start asking yourself
some questions. If you glance at those folks
in the wrong way, will you get the finger?
That would be weird, because you are just
trying to take your kid to soccer. Or if you
stop to grab some flowers at the local mar-
ket, what will happen if they pull up beside
you as you’re putting on your mask? Will
they start yelling “Wake up, Sheepple. Baaaa!
Baaaa! You’re poisoning your children.
Baaaa!” Again, weird, because all you want is
some begonias.

And of course, flying a flag doesn’t guar-
antee that you’re a big honker. It’s quite likely
that the guy in the flag car would be the first
one to hop out and help you fix a flat tire.

But the thought that flag flying equals

unstable shouter is still there, because that
is what we have seen across the country
during the “Freedom Convoy.”

We have long debated what it means
to “be a Canadian,” and the answer to that
will be very different for people in different
life situations. But none of the definitions
of being a Canadian that I’ve ever heard
includes parking your vehicle beside some-
one’s home – you know, the place where they
live – and then honking your horn for two
straight weeks. And waving a Canadian flag
while doing it? Anne of Green Gables must be
rolling over in her grave.

Where do we go from here? First of all,
stop honking at us please. As my driving
instructor once told me, your vehicle’s horn
is not a weapon, it’s a tool. Reminder: the
horn should be a tool, not the driver.

Other than that, it would be nice if that
dang COVID-19 would stop shutting down
some people’s lungs and other people’s
brains. And of course, the journey towards
Truth and Reconciliation needs to continue,
unabated.

Then one day, perhaps, we can all wave
our flags together.

aprest@nsnews.com

Growing pains

T
he population of the North Shore
is up 4.7 per cent since 2016,
according to the latest census.
Not surprisingly, the bulk of that
growth came along the Lonsdale

corridor in the City of North Vancouver.
West Vancouver grew by 3.9 per cent, while
the District of North Vancouver inched up
2.9 per cent, one of the slowest in Metro
Vancouver, which is up 7.9 per cent.

The year’s census numbers, fortuitously,
come during a municipal election year. Our
elections tend to be fought and lost mainly
over the angst of whether we are growing
too fast. There’s a simplistic notion that
more neighbours means more traffic and
diminished quality of life.

Squamish, meanwhile, has grown by 22
per cent, a number that should startle any-
one who has been frustrated trying to cross
Lions Gate Bridge at rush hour. The Fraser

Valley is also rapidly outpacing us. We
cannot solve our traffic problem by making
people live farther away.

Currently, North Shore mayors are going
hat-in-hand to TransLink, arguing we should
be next for billions of dollars in rapid transit
infrastructure. It could be a tall order, as
transit investments tend to go where the
people are.

The federal government announced
Monday plans to settle more than 400,000
immigrants per year for the next three years
to help solve our skilled labour shortage.

It’s time for our municipal leaders to
abandon the quixotic and counterproduc-
tive notion that we can or should try to
limit population growth. It would be a much
greater service to both current and future
residents to carefully plan for how we are
going to sustainably live here, get around,
and get along.

We’ve got a honkin’ big problem with the flag right now

PUBLISHED BY NORTH SHORE NEWS A DIVISION OF LMP PUBLICATION LTD. PARTNERSHIP 114-400 BROOKSBANK AVE., NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C. V7J 2C2 MATT BLAIR, PUBLISHER

Laugh
All You Want

Andy Prest

Layne Christensen
EDITOR

Direct 604-998-3542
editor@nsnews.com

North Shore News, founded in 1969 as an independent suburban
newspaper and qualified under Schedule 111, Paragraph 111 of the
Excise Tax Act, is published each Wednesday by North Shore News
a division of LMP Publication Limited Partnership. Canada Post
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement No. 40010186.
Mailing rates available on request. Entire contents © 2021 North
Shore News a division of LMP Publication Limited Partnership. All
rights reserved. Average circulation for the Wednesday edition is
58,911. The North Shore News, a division of LMP Publication Limited
Partnership respects your privacy. We collect, use and disclose your
personal information in accordance with our Privacy Statement
which is available at www.nsnews.com. North Shore News is a
member of the National Newsmedia Council, which is an indepen-
dent organization established to deal with acceptable journalistic
practices and ethical behaviour. If you have concerns about editori-
al content, please email editor@nsnews.com or call the newsroom
at 604-985-2131. If you are not satisfied with the response and wish
to file a formal complaint, visit the web site at mediacouncil.ca or
call toll-free 1-844-877-1163 for additional information.

CONTACT US 114-400 BROOKSBANK AVE. NORTH VANCOUVER B.C. V7J 2C2 nsnews.com

Matt Blair
PUBLISHER

Direct 604-998-3520
publisher@nsnews.com

Vicki Magnison
DIRECTOR, SALES & MARKETING

Direct 778-227-6745
vmagnison@nsnews.com

Connor Beaty
INSIDE SALES MANAGER

Direct 604-671-9241
cbeaty@glaciermedia.ca

Russ Blake
FIELD OPERATIONS MANAGER

Direct 604-369-2465
rblake@nsnews.com

ADMINISTRATION/RECEPTION
604-985-2131

ADVERTISING
778-227-6745, sales@nsnews.com

REAL ESTATE ADVERTISING
604-626-6233, realestate@nsnews.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
604-630-3300, 604-444-3056,
nmather@glaciermedia.ca

DISTRIBUTION INQUIRIES
604-986-1337, distribution@nsnews.com

NEWSROOM
604-985-2131, editor@nsnews.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
604-998-3532, photo@nsnews.com

north shore news nsnews.comA8 | OPINION WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2022


	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-F001
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-F002
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-F004
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A001
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A002
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A003
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A004
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A005
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A006
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A007
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A008
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A009
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A010
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A011
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A012
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A013
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A014
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A015
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A016
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A017
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A018
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A019
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A020
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A022
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A023
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A024
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A025
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A026
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A027
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A028
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A029
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A030
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A031
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A032
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A033
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A034
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A035
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A036
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A037
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A038
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A039
	LMPNSN100-ZZZZNE-20220216-A040



