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12 ABOUT US

This newspaper, published 
every Thursday, is a division 
of the Metroland Media Group Ltd.,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Torstar Corporation. The Metroland
family of newspapers is comprised 
of more than 70 community 
publications across Ontario.

This newspaper is a member 
of the National NewsMedia 
Council. Complainants are 
urged to bring their concerns 
to the attention of the news-
paper and, if not satisfied, 
write The National NewsMedia
Council, Suite 200, 890 Yonge St.,
Toronto, ON M4W 2H2. 
Phone: 416-340-1981 
Web: www.mediacouncil.ca

mpearson@hamiltonnews.com
facebook.com/
HamiltonCommunityNewsOfficial
@AncDunNews
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Group Managing Editor
Gordon Cameron
News Editor Mike Pearson
Director of Advertising
Melinda Therrien Bos
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Lorna Lester 
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Joel Billinghurst 

CONTACT US
Ancaster News | Dundas Star
333 Arvin Ave. 
Stoney Creek, ON L8E 2M6
Phone: 905-523-5800 
Fax: 905-664-3319 

Letters to the editor
All letters must be fewer than 200
words and include your name and
telephone number for verification
purposes. We reserve the right to
edit, condense or reject letters.
Published letters will appear in print
and/or online at ancasternews.com

Delivery
For all delivery inquiries, e-mail
customerservice@metroland.com or
call 1-866-838-8960.
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EDITORIAL

LETTERS & COMMENTARY

There was a stark contrast on display recently about
how the Canadian flag has been used to convey signif-
icantly differing messages to the country and the world.

One was the fervent flag waving after one of Canada's
athletes won an Olympic medal in China. It was done in
celebration for the athlete, the country of origin, and
happiness for family and friends. 

The other saw protesters from the self-styled Free-
dom Convoy using the Maple Leaf as agitprop for their
own political ends, co-opting the flag's singular message
of patriotism and freedom.

In the 57 years since the Maple Leaf was first raised
in 1965, the flag has become a recognized and welcome
symbol of national unity, of heart-filled symbolism and,
for moments of grief, draped over the coffins of soldiers.
It has been worn on hats sewn on backpacks, symboliz-
ing hope, honesty, growth and comfort.

The Ottawa protesters may not have been the first to
use the flag for their own purposes. Still, it has become
the most visible and searing example of how a patriotic
symbol of unity can be used to support anti-democratic
and hateful ideas. The flag has been plastered across
their vehicles and persons in Ottawa and at the border
blockades with the intended statement that they are the
"real" Canadians. 

And if "you" attack "us," you are not Canadians. De-
spite their vile, hate-filled and unpatriotic ideas, they
wave the Maple Leaf for protection attempting to be
"respectable" and "legitimate" in their demands. It is as
if the meaning of the Canadian flag has been stolen from
the rest of the Canadians.

To be sure, the Maple Leaf has been having a difficult
workout over the last few years. When the difficult news
of burial sites was discovered at former residential
school sites in Canada, flags were flown at half-staff for
months in an effort at solidarity. There is also a recogni-
tion that the Canadian flag doesn't represent all of Cana-
da's nations. 

Government buildings have been flying Indigenous
flags, LGBTQ+ and others to recognize their importance
to the Canadian experiment.

While Canadians have historically been wary of any
hint of nationalism, there is a deep pride in being Cana-
dian, despite its complexities, controversies and curi-
osities.

As the world plunges further into darker times, if
nothing else, the Maple Leaf should be looked upon as a
continuing symbol to unite Canadians as a shared na-
tion, allowing for varied interpretations and deeply held
beliefs, a powerful symbol of togetherness that does
allow the bearer to infer whatever meaning they want
with it.

Canada's Maple Leaf is a relatively youthful symbol
for a still-emerging nation. Any country's flag always
has more than one meaning and tells numerous stories
of a country. The older the flag is, the more complicated
its story, but it is also a deeper and richer narrative for
the country as a whole.

THE POLITICS
OF THE FLAG

SIDEWALKS, NOT BIKE LANES
Without general public

input, the planning depart-
ment is designing major
changes to the Dundas Sy-
denham Hill escarpment
access. Construction is ex-
pected to start in the spring
of 2022.

The hill has seen a
steadfast increase in pe-
destrians and hikers at-
tempting to safely navigate
to downtown Dundas, the
Sydenham Look Out and
the Bruce Trail. The bridge
walkway is the only safe ar-
ea. A sidewalk on one side
is clearly needed. There is
no public transit.

The steepness prevents
everyday bicyclists from
using this route. World-
class cyclists train on this
hill. Being confined in up-
ward and downward bike
lanes (going 50-65 km/h) is
not feasible and potentially
dangerous. 

Without a safe area, peo-
ple will walk in these lanes.
There are more suitable ar-

eas for bike lanes, or exist-
ing lanes could be im-
proved.

The road cannot be sig-
nificantly widened. The
slower vehicle right lane
should not be removed. Do-
ing so would increase EMS,
police and fire response
times. The curves prevent
safe passing. Bike lanes
will prevent snow removal
to the side of the road, also
with disastrous results.

Extensive modifications
to this project must occur
immediately. Repeated re-
quests to make these pro-
posals widely known, and a
means to provide valuable
input have gone unan-
swered. 

Contact your city coun-
cillor and Hamilton's
transportation operations
and maintenance division
with your thoughts.

DIANE ROBERTSON,
DUNDAS

LET'S WORK TOGETHER
Re: Who elected Becky

Buck vice-chair? (Feb. 10)
One of the marvelous

things about Canada is we
live in a democracy.

Some wish to know who
elected Becky Buck as vice-
chair of the Hamilton pub-
lic school board. It took
many years (1874) before a
secret ballot was allowed in
Canada. Is this really the
right way to go, to publicly
announce this particular
vote? If so, what about fu-
ture elections? Would we
be undoing all the work it
took to achieve a secret bal-
lot?

Wikipedia states: The
ability to vote without one's
choices being revealed to
others is considered an es-
sential characteristic of le-
gitimate democratic sys-
tems. The secret ballot
helps protect voters from
fear of intimidation or co-
ercion. As has been said,
let's work together to en-
courage a fair and positive
board.

JACQUIE REID,
HAMILTON


