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Ottawa city councillor opposes new Larga Baffin facility

Some residents fear impact on
their neighbourhood, but facility
spokesperson calls traffic
concerns unfounded

Madalyn Howitt

An Ottawa city councillor
is opposing the proposed
construction of a new
Larga Baffin facility, citing
strong opposition from
her constituents.

More than 260 people
attended a three-hour vir-
tual public information
session April 26 to discuss
a proposal to build a new
Larga Baffin facility in Ot-
tawa’s Hunt Club neigh-
bourhood.

Larga Baffin is a med-
ical boarding facility for
Nunavummiut receiving
specialized medical care in
Ottawa, including cancer
treatment, care for high-
risk pregnancies or treat-
ment for  children’s
medical conditions that’s
not easily accessible in
Nunavut.

“Medical travel is the
only means available by
which [Nunavut] resi-
dents can access medical
services the rest of the
country  takes for
granted,” said Harry Fla-
herty, board chairperson
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of Larga Baffin Ltd.

Councillor Diane
Deans, representing the
Gloucester-Southgate
ward where the facility
would be built, said she
does not support the ap-
plication “in its current
form.”

“Like many in the
community, I believe the
building is grossly over-
sized both in height and in
its footprint,” she said.

The six-storey building
would be 22 metres high,
divided into four wings

with  multiple  entry
points, according to archi-
tect Megan Torza.

The new Larga Baffin
centre is being developed
by Fotenn Planning + De-
sign in collaboration with
DTAH Architects.

It would be the first
purpose-built facility for
Larga Baffin, which has
been housed in three loca-
tions around Ottawa since
opening its doors in 2000.

The current building,
on Richmond Road, can
accommodate up to 195
patients, but Flaherty said

overflow is common and
many visitors are forced to
stay in nearby hotels.

The new building
would increase the capac-
ity to 350 patients in 220
rooms and be closer to the
airport and medical facili-
ties in Ottawa, Torza said.

However, many resi-
dents voiced concerns
about the impact the facil-
ity would have on their
neighbourhood.

Traffic congestion and
safety was cited as a major
concern.

Larga Baffin spokes-
person Bill McCurdy said
the facility doesn’t gener-
ate a lot of traffic because
it uses its own fleet of
eight vehicles to shuttle
patients between the air-
port, hospitals and ap-
pointments.

Other concerns from
residents included the
height and size of the
building, public safety in
nearby parks from tran-
sient residents, and a per-
ceived lack of community
consultation ~ between
Larga Baffin representa-
tives and residents.

One resident, identi-
fied as Madalaine on the
Zoom call, said she’s con-
cerned about the impact a
building of that size would
have on water pressure in

the neighbourhood.

“I bought this house
here and I spent a lot of
money on this house. I
can’t move anywhere else,
so I'm just saying it’s not
fair that the city will
amend the zoning without
considering the existing
residents... We were here
first,” she said.

Some residents, how-
ever, spoke strongly in
favour of Larga Baffin
being built in the area.

“Larga Baffin is a won-
derful established joint
venture. They have a long
history already of being
extremely good at what
they do, and I'm very ex-
cited that they’re going to

be in this community,”
said Janine Flood, who
lives in the area.

She said she works as
federal lead on the
Nanilavut Initiative,
which helps Inuit families
find information on loved
ones sent away during the
Nunavut tuberculosis epi-
demic of the 1940s
through the 1960s.

She said a facility like
Larga Baffin is needed so
Nunavummiut receiving
medical treatment can be
close to loved ones.

“What I'm asking all of
my neighbours to under-
stand is how important
and how wonderful Larga
Baffin is and how special,

what a giftitis, how lucky
we are to have them come
to our community,” Flood
said.

“I'm just asking every-
one to be reasonable and
to be willing to be accom-
modated.”

Deans said after re-
viewing the application
and listening to commu-
nity feedback, municipal
staff will make a recom-
mendation to the city’s
planning committee
which will decide whether
to recommend approval of
the plan to city council.

No date has been set
yet for when the Larga Baf-
fin proposal will go before
the planning committee.
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An architectural drawing shows the proposed new Larga Baffin facility in Ottawa’s Hunt Club
neighbourhood. The six storey, 220-room design has elicited strong reactions from community
members who oppose construction of the building, and from others who support it. (Photo
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