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MORE NEWS ONLINE AT 
THESUBURBAN.COM

Letters to the Editor
Appreciate The Suburban’s unbiased  
coverage of Pointe Claire

I was pleased to read the article by 
Chelsey St. Pierre covering the difficult 
situation that is currently taking place 
between developers and the new Mayor of 
Pointe Claire following the ‘freeze’ on de-
velopment that was recently implement-
ed. The Mayor has repeatedly claimed he is 
representing “all” citizens of the city and 
was elected on this platform. He seems 
to forget that he won the seat by a slim 
margin of 61 votes over the incumbent, 
with only 40.9% of eligible voters turning 
out to vote. I do not support a freeze on 
construction coupled with resident con-
sultations playing a major role. I believe 
that the elected body of Mayor and council 
should be capable of deciding what is best 
for the city to insure growth and stability 
to meet the demands of both residential 
needs and commercial. Some consulta-
tion is a good thing but should not hold 
up all progress in regards to city develop-
ment, and certainly should not cause such 
a public confrontation that we now see 
playing out.

I appreciate the unbiased coverage by 
The Suburban, which is far different from 
another small local newsletter that is cir-
culated in the city which has been pub-
lishing very biased coverage from the start 
of the election campaign.

Marna Pennell

Pointe Claire

ESP
Political parties are not advocacy 

groups. They have to broker a variety of 
interests to be viable. The Equality Party 
elected its MNAs in Montreal ridings but 
its initial strength was due in no small 
part to the off-island Unity Party merging 
with it to make it an electoral fighting 
force. The infighting came later.

It doesn’t take ESP to see that the two 
nascent parties should join forces to be-
come one political party. It just takes En-
glish-Speaking People to realize that they 
are a collectivity in their own right in 
Quebec, and should broker their regional 
differences within the same party.

Me. Howard Greenfield

Montreal

Trudeau government scamming Canadians by 
trying to get back legitimate CERB payments

In the month of November last year, I 
received a notice, first by email and then 
by regular mail from Service Canada, stat-
ing that I had to pay back the $2,000 initial 
payment from when I was on the CERB, 
back in April 2020. That was almost two 
years ago. I had contracted COVID-19, 
and for almost two months I was sick as 
a dog. I contracted it from my boss who 
died within days, and I was scared of dying 
myself.

Because of these unprecedented times, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stepped up 
with his CERB program to help Canadi-
ans through these very difficult times. So 

Funded in part by the 
Government of Canada

Thursday, May 5 at 11, thousands of Montrealers of all faiths and backgrounds 
will march from Cabot Square to Place du Canada to celebrate Israel’s 74th In-
dependence Day. It is important to all of us – as members of the family of free 
people – that we be there. It is always a pure celebration of freedom and the 
triumph of will over adversity.

This March was an annual event for two decades. The past two years, because 
of the pandemic, it wasn’t held. Yet we all triumphed over adversity. What could 
be a better way to celebrate that message and metaphor.

But there is more. So much happened in these years that all those of good 
will who value peace should celebrate. Israel, the only democracy in the Middle 
East, made peace flourish broader and deeper than ever before. In addition to the 
peace agreements that existed with Egypt and Jordan, the Abraham Accords were 
concluded bringing the United Arab Emirates, Bahrein, Morocco and The Sudan 
into peace and economic agreements with Israel. Historic times.

Thursday’s March represents not only a celebration of freedom,but a celebra-
tion of a hope that peace will continue to spread throughout that region. And it 
has positive repercussions for us here in Quebec. This new reality — this new 
optimism — may have led to the first official visit of the Legault government 
represented by Economy Minister Pierre Fitzgibbon who signed the first eco-
nomic and research agreements with Israel. There is even talk of Quebec open-
ing a permanent Trade and Economic Mission there.

If the Jewish people – in its national as well as religious manifestation — is the 
“canary in the mineshaft of history,” a phrase regularly employed by historians, 
then Israel is also the litmus test of the ability of western civilization to survive. 
It is the frontline member of the family of free nations facing the existential chal-
lenge of Islamist fundamentalism. It may very well be that as Israel goes, so goes 
the west. But it is heartening to see that Israel is making common cause with so 
many Arab governments against that very same fundamentalism.Israel may very 
well be the free world’s hope for only with the alliances with Arab governments 
can the extremists be brought to ground. This is truly something to celebrate.

Tomorrow’s Israel 
Independence Day March...
why it matters to us all


