
ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᕕᐊᓐ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᑎᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ  
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᑎ  
 
ᒫᓂ 1,000ᖏᓐᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᐃ ᑲᑎᒪᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 29-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑐᓵᔭᖅᑐᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ 
ᒪᒥᐊᓐᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᐱᑦᑎᐊᕈᑎᐅᕙᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ 

ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑳᑐᓕᒃᓄ  ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᕐᕕ -
ᐅᕙᓚᐅᕐᑐᓂᒃ. 

ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ ᐃᖏᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᕿᓯᖕᒥ ᖄᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᖃᑯᖅᑕᕐᓂ ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᓂᖏ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᓄᑦ 
ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᑲᑕᒃᖢᓂ ᒫᓂ ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ 5:40ᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᐅᑉ ᓇᑉᐸᖓ 
ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᖁᙱᐊᕌᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖏᑦᑎᒍᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᑲᑕᒃᑐᓂᒃ. 

“ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔪᒪᔭᔅᓯ ᐊᒃᓱᐊᓗᒃ ᒪᒥᐊᓐᓂᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒫᓗᕝᕕᐅᔪᒪᔪᓐᓃᖅᖢᖓ ᐱᑦᑎ -
ᐊᙱᔾᔪᑎ ᕕᓂᐊᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᑐᐊᙳᙱᑦᑐᖅ 
ᑳᑐᓕᒃᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᕐᕕᒋᕙᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᓯᐅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᓚᐅᕐᓯ -
ᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ,” ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓯᐹᓂᔅ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑐᖅᖢᓂ. 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖏᑦ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᓪᓗ 
ᑐᑭᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᑲᑕᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᐅᑐᒋᐊᕐᑐᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑲᑎᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓄᓇᒃᑰᕈᑎᖃᕐᕕᐊᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐹᔅᑭᑉᐹᓪᕕᒃᒥ ᑖᓐᓇ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᒥᓚᐅᙱᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓱᓕ. 

ᒫᓂ 600ᖏᓪᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᓯᒪᓕᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ 
ᐅᓇ ᐅᖃᕐᑎᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᑐᖅ ᓖᓴ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᐊᓗᒃ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᕐᑎᓐᓇᒍ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᑲᑕᒃᖢᓂ 4ᒥ ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ: 
ᕼᖅᑯᓪᓛᖃᑎᒌᑦ, ᐃᙱᖅᐸᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᓚ -
ᐅᔾᔭᖅᐸᒃᖢᑎ 7ᐅᓪᓗᑎ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎ ᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ. 

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂᒃ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᐸᒃᑐᑦ ᒥᐊᓕ ᐊᓇᐅᑕᓕᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓗᐃᔅ ᓱᓗᒃ-ᓛᒃ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᑑᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑯᐊ ᐳᕕᕐᓂᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐊᑭᓂᓯ ᓯᕗᐊᕌᐱᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᒪᓕ ᓴᓪᓗᐊᓗᒃ. 

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕗᑦ ᐃᙱᕐᑎ ᑎᐊᓐᑕ ᐃᐊᑦᒪᓐᔅ 
ᐃᙱᓚᐅᕐᒥᓚᖅ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᖅᖢᓂ ᓂᐱᓕᐅᕆᓯᒪ -
ᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᑖᓂᒃ. 

ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᕝᕕᖕᒧᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᑲᑕᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᑲᑕᒃᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᕙᙵᑦ ᐲᑕ ᐃᕐᓂᖅᒥ. 

ᐃᕐᓂᖅ, ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐅᓄᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᐸᓚᐅᕐᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓗᐊᓃᑎᓪᓗᒋ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪ -
ᐊᕌᓗᖕᒥ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓕᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᓄᑦ 
ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐊᓵᖅᖢᓂ ᕿᓚᐅᑎᒥ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃᒧ. 

“ᐃᒻᒪᑲᓪᓚᒡᓕ ᒧᒥᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᒐᑦᑕ ᖁᕕᐊᓱ -
ᓕ  ᕌᖓᑦᑕ ... ᐅᓪᓗᒥᓕ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᐳᒍ ᓲᖃᐃᒻᒪ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄ ᐳᓛᕈᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ,” ᐃᕐᓂᖅ 

ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ. “ᑐᙵᓱᒋᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓄᑦ.” 
ᐃᑲᕐᕋᐅᑉ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ 

ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᐸᓚᐅᕐᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕆᓪᓗᓂ, ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᓂᒡᓗ ᐃᑲᔪᒃᑲᓐᓂ -
ᕈᑎᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓄᑦ. 

ᖁᔭᓕᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐃᕐᓂᖅᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᓱᓕᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᓂᒃ ᑖᔅᓱᒧᖓ 
ᐃᓄᑑᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 

“ᖁᔭᒋᕙᒋᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᐅᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᕋᔅᓯᐅᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑐᓴᐅᒪᔭᐅᑎᖢᒋᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᕈᑎᕕᓂᐊᓗᒃᓂ. ᑕᐃ -
ᒪᓐᓈᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᕐᓂᖓ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓇᓚ ᐅᙱᓐ -
ᓇᒃᑯ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ. “ᐅᓇᓕ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᔾᔪ ᑎᐊᓗᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᖑᓲᑎᓐᓈᓗᖕᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᑐᖅ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒋᓯᒪᓕᕐᑕᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᖅᑭᒐᓴᐅᓕᕐᑐᓂᒃ. 

“ᐊᒃᓱᐊᓗᒃ ᐱᐅᙱᒻᒪᓐ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᑦ 
ᓱᕈᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᕕᑎᑕᐅᓇᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ, ᓱᕋᐃᓇᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ 
ᖃᓂᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥᒃ, ᐋᓐᓂᕐᓯᕆᓇᓱᖕᓂᒃᑯ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑎᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᒥᑭᑦᑐᓂᒃ.” 

ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐊᓂᖃᓪᓚ -
ᕆᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥᓐ. 

“ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᐊᒃᑐᐊᓂᖃᕈᑎᖃᕋᔅᓯ 
ᓄᓇᔅᓯᓐᓂ, ᓲᖃᐃᒻᒪ ᓴᙱᔪᐊᓗᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓱᖁᓯᑲᐅᕐᑐᕈᓐᓇᙱᖢᓂ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ. 

ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᓄᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᖁᙱᐊᕆ -
ᐊᖅᑐᖃᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎ -
ᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᐃᓕᖓᔪᓂ, “ᐱᒋᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᓂᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᓱᓕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥᒃ” ᐊᒻᒪᓗ “ᓄᖃᕐᑎᓪᓗᒋ 
ᓇᓂᓯᓯᒪᓂᕋᕈᑎᐅᔪ,” ᑖᓐᓇᓕ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᕕᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎ -
ᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ. 

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᖁᙱᐊᕆᐊᕐᑐᖅ ᓂᐱᖁᕐᑐᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ, “ᓱᕈᓯᓕᒫᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᑦ.” 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑲᒥ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᓄ 
ᐸᐃᓚᑲᑕᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ – ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᑐᕐᖢᓛᖅᐸ -
ᓕᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ, “ᓇᒡᓕᒋᕙᑦᑎᒋᑦ,” ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓄᕐᑐᐃᑦ 
ᐸᐃᓚᒋᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒡᒐᖏᓐᓄ. 

ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ ᒪᒥᐊᑦᑐᖅ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᓚᐅᕐᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ ‘ᐅᓄᙱᑦᑐᑯᓘᖏᑦᑐᓄᑦ 
ᑳᑐᓕᒃᓄ’ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᕐᕕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕐᑐᓂᒃ 

David Venn 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
Approximately 1,000 peo-
ple gathered outside 
Nakasuk Elementary 
School on July 29 to hear 
Pope Francis apologize for 
abuses committed by 
some Catholics within the 
residential school system. 

Francis took a seat on a 
sealskin-covered white 
chair to cheers and ap-
plause from the audience 
at around 5:40 p.m. ET 
and delivered his speech 
approximately 30 minutes 
later, after taking in a 
number of Inuit cultural 
performances. 

“I want to tell you how 
very sorry I am and to ask 
for forgiveness for the evil 
perpetrated by not just a 
few Catholics in these 
schools who contributed 

to the policies of cultural 
assimilation,” he said in 
Spanish. 

His words were inter-
preted into English and 
Inuktitut for the crowd. 

Spectators had begun 
gathering in the school’s 
parking lot and basketball 
courts even before the 
Pope landed at the airport. 

Around 600 people 
were gathered by the time 
the master of ceremonies, 
Lisa Koperqualuk, intro-
duced the first performers 
of the evening at 4 p.m.: 
Huqqullaaqatigiit, a 
singing and drum dancing 
group of seven people 
from Cambridge Bay. 

Arviat throat singers 
Mary Anowtalik and Lois 
Suluk-Locke performed 
after, followed by Puvirni-
tuq throat singers Akinisie 
Sivuarapik and Amaly 

Sallualuk. 
Nunatsiavut singer 

Deantha Edmunds also 
sang two songs from her 
new album. 

When Francis arrived 
on stage, he was met with 
more performances from 
the opening acts, as well 
as from Piita Irniq. 

Irniq, who was one of 
several residential school 
survivors who met with 
Francis privately inside 
the school, drum danced, 
then spoke to the crowd 
before gifting his drum to 
the Pope. 

“In the old days, we 
danced when we were 
happy … Today, we are 
happy because the Pope is 
visiting us,” Irniq said. 
“Welcome to the Inuit 
homeland.” 

Over the span of an 
hour, Francis delivered a 
speech that touched on 
residential schools, moti-
vation for youth and Inuit 
culture. 

He thanked Irniq and 
the other survivors who 

shared their stories with 
him privately. 

“I thank you for hav-
ing had the courage to tell 
your stories and to share 
your great suffering. I had 
not imagined the suffer-
ing,” he said. “This only 
renewed in me the indig-
nation and shame that I 
have felt for months. 

“How evil it is to break 
the bonds uniting parents 
and children, to damage 

our closest relationships, 
to harm and scandalize 
the little ones.” 

He spoke to the rela-
tionship Inuit have with 
the land. 

“There is a beautiful 
relationship between you 
and this land you inhabit, 
because it too is strong 
and resilient,” he said. 

During his speech, a 
few members of the audi-
ence held signs that read, 

“reconciliation equals 
truth and action” and “re-
scind the Doctrine of Dis-
covery,” which refers to a 
historical edict that justi-
fied colonialism. 

One spectator shouted, 
“Every child matters.” 

But Francis left the 
stage waving to the crowd 
— some who yelled, “We 
love you,” some who 
cheered, and many who 
waved back.

Protest, cheers, greet Pope Francis on stage in Iqaluit 
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Drum dancer Noah Kudlak from the performance group Huqqullaaqatigiit dances close to Pope 
Francis on July 29 in front of Nakasuk Elementary School in Iqaluit. (Photo by David Venn) 
ᕿᓚᐅᔾᔭᖅᑎ ᓄᐊ ᑲᓪᓚᒃ ᐅᑯᓇᓂ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᖃᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ ‘ᕼᐅᖅᑯᓕᓛᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓘᑉ 
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 29-ᒥ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓵᖓᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ. (ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᔨ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᕕᐊᓐ) 

Pope Francis apologizes for the 
role of ‘not just a few Catholics’  
in residential schools 

IQALUIT ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ  

ᓈᒻᒪᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᑦ, ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑐᓪᓗ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᕝᕕᒋᔭᖓᓂᒃ 


