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Protest, cheers, greet Pope Francis on stage in Iqaluit

Pope Francis apologizes for the
role of ‘not just a few Catholics’
in residential schools

David Venn
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Approximately 1,000 peo-
ple gathered outside
Nakasuk Elementary
School on July 29 to hear
Pope Francis apologize for
abuses committed by
some Catholics within the
residential school system.

Francis took a seat on a
sealskin-covered ~ white
chair to cheers and ap-
plause from the audience
at around 5:40 p.m. ET
and delivered his speech
approximately 30 minutes
later, after taking in a
number of Inuit cultural
performances.

“I'want to tell you how
very sorry I am and to ask
for forgiveness for the evil
perpetrated by not just a
few Catholics in these
schools who contributed
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to the policies of cultural
assimilation,” he said in
Spanish.

His words were inter-
preted into English and
Inuktitut for the crowd.

Spectators had begun
gathering in the school’s
parking lot and basketball
courts even before the
Pope landed at the airport.

Around 600 people
were gathered by the time
the master of ceremonies,
Lisa Koperqualuk, intro-
duced the first performers
of the evening at 4 p.m.:
Huqqullaaqatigiit, a
singing and drum dancing
group of seven people
from Cambridge Bay.

Arviat throat singers
Mary Anowtalik and Lois
Suluk-Locke performed
after, followed by Puvirni-
tuq throat singers Akinisie
Sivuarapik and Amaly

Sallualuk.

Nunatsiavut  singer
Deantha Edmunds also
sang two songs from her
new album.

When Francis arrived
on stage, he was met with
more performances from
the opening acts, as well
as from Piita Irniq.

Irniq, who was one of
several residential school
survivors who met with
Francis privately inside
the school, drum danced,
then spoke to the crowd
before gifting his drum to
the Pope.

“In the old days, we
danced when we were
happy ... Today, we are
happy because the Pope is
visiting us,” Irniq said.
“Welcome to the Inuit
homeland.”

Over the span of an
hour, Francis delivered a
speech that touched on
residential schools, moti-
vation for youth and Inuit
culture.

He thanked Irniq and
the other survivors who

shared their stories with
him privately.

“I thank you for hav-
ing had the courage to tell
your stories and to share
your great suffering. I had
not imagined the suffer-
ing,” he said. “This only
renewed in me the indig-
nation and shame that I
have felt for months.

“How evil it is to break
the bonds uniting parents
and children, to damage

our closest relationships,
to harm and scandalize
the little ones.”

He spoke to the rela-
tionship Inuit have with
the land.

“There is a beautiful
relationship between you
and this land you inhabit,
because it too is strong
and resilient,” he said.

During his speech, a
few members of the audi-
ence held signs that read,

“reconciliation  equals
truth and action” and “re-
scind the Doctrine of Dis-
covery,” which refers to a
historical edict that justi-
fied colonialism.

One spectator shouted,
“Every child matters.”

But Francis left the
stage waving to the crowd
— some who yelled, “We
love you,” some who
cheered, and many who
waved back.

Drum dancer Noah Kudlak from the performance group Huqqullaagatigiit dances close to Pope
Francis on July 29 in front of Nakasuk Elementary School in Igaluit. (Photo by David Venn)
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¢ Business development advice
* Loans up to $1,000,000
» We offer flexible options

We can help you develop
your business in Nunavut.

e g Acndle A.Q‘r<1ﬂ‘no"J‘ AbPea sb)¢
» 42%D4LPAE LU $1,000,000-1¢
o LotLAN®@>J <P Do APMIPa g
Ab¥Pea I JC GPLIAR oo dS
a*lo® AcndnbSo® 0a 2TF€.

£

“Lender of Northern Opportunity” “43%234%NNA PPPeC®I AyPy¥ea eIgb”

CREDIT CORPORATION
PabD%bdi\® dd>AN®

1-888-758-0038 | www.nbcc.nu.ca

“DH>NLLLY  <PAdob  LMdeoo®
Lo AL TR, AN-
LMRNATAD 0 Do L= s
bdct ot ActodndSANRcDC g
Codd Ac®d/nbDyo® </D>NCNa c>S-
Lo*reof” DSb®oo /<ot DSH>IT
D%* o0

DSOD/ANC ShHa I AodND<H
DPDCHHC PIC P<oYLIof,

COIPDPLYE N DS
ACCo<SOD<  oabdPNbiddo® <L
PN Coa APYGSRG e AShora
D™ NHd Ac.

Lo 600%M<-<D¢ A oAC bNPLcc >SIC
Do DDHINNYDoI® N SGATPLLP
AP >N ad g PLeCD>o I
Dsb>IbbCboa 4 D oNedc DdoL:
Hsede¢_SbNMC, A<D L SPe-
DrLsect 5N 7D 5N ASh 5 DNITHCAC,

LOda® bCryH<eIC e dabCc®
4L DA Aob-c b Po<Je
SPPRCHCDIOC ALy DA >SoIr
bCveNa® Dol dPa ¢D<GAL <L
L N odob,

0Q.Yq2c
AP Do
Lapegt oCa®.

SGeN A PQPCH OB N 5
=L ANCHHCPO®  SboAcHbCEIa®
APNSTs e GHL D=LE AC ASoT.

AST®, AcPyDc>O%® D op sL%Igh
Actodnd®<c DDt Acto<SD<
ADENON DSHiHNSH > AbYGSS-
GO Db DTI®  AoN<ot
Joda<di® g PPN AL/GSG 50,

“ALLbSc e IMbeCeDSPLLEC Sda -
cGHLEC .. DOlc SdadA>d ASHALL
APYSSIIG S DR o >¢ P SLE” ASase

A™MN NKQEC AL
LPA® o0 o AchnrdL-

DshD%®, “D*L NS AAC oa *L*oC”

AbSGD< Ao 26 Db PO
APAPYDN I Aca<dndse<c >Ia®
DSo>/Sbn oo, AHADobs Abeebio-
P> ®Ig® <L ADAC Aced/™L.o°.

sdbcc D% ASoel <L <P oot
AcDob  Dodbhc D THot G
A0dN<NC,

“SAyPRNC Podb>NNMLac PGYDe L
DNDLYDNONS  <oPNbodota.  CA-
Loy <*o<aSa™lL AALPS®ac D™ e-
abd” DHD%®, “Dac aLLh= LN a®
AL bYANTasYo  NePNCNbbegsIse
APANYLCSCa® COPLND>C Do,

“QoAdob  ADSPLLE geLIshe
AR IANCHaoNe, ASAa A oNe
SboMrore,  <*oYnalodd <L
ACNL®C>NNL < [POg®.”

DS DT AoAC <eI<doSbec -
n*o* o oal™®.

“ADILOM D<o bPNbSY
0a'%0,  ABAL NN <L
ASd/bD>OP ™ o, DI,

Dbt N Hd  Po™NOC  Sd= dn-
®IHCPIE  NNGPLIo®  NdpPLSNCN-
DO AcAc*lvo, “AP<ebeorPLo®
PNSHIA>Q eI R eall <L
Sh.oACDPLCo T <Ly “o%NoN
ac//LoGPN>Y,”  Cac  JPSb oo
Sb.oAcDPNOGST  oa®bNc®eNN-
Warealld

ACPP® gD AT Do
Db DI, “APYcLC ALLnDNC”

Pldoc 26 Adodbl  AolM<do

<AcbCc PO Ac*Mc Do ®<-
cNONe,  “alcMRNNS”  AcMC
“didAJNb™oNe <L Do DAC

<A oNe LM o.




