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Child
care on
the move

Space crunch forces
daycares out of
downtown core

How do you
solve a
problem like
downtown?

Work on the city’s downtown
hvabilhity strategy could cost
more than $4 million

Julie MacLellan
jmaclellan@newwestrecord.ca

Theresa McManus
tmemanus@newwestrecord.ca

Two non-profit daycare
centres that are being forced
out of crowded schools will
have new homes — but they
won’t be in the downtown
core.

On Tuesday night, the New
Westminster school board
voted to relocate two in-
fant-toddler child-care cent-
res that are currently oper-
ated by the Lower Mainland
Purpose Society in two down-
town-area schools.

School District 40 will
be converting the commu-
nity spaces in those schools
to classrooms for September
2024 to cope with overcrowd-
ing and rapidly growing en-
rolment.

Ready Set Grow, the day-
care currently operating at
Fraser River Middle School,
will be relocated to the
grounds of Lord Tweedsmuir
Elementary School in the
West End. The Qayqgayt Chil-

Efforts to tackle issues in downtown
New Westminster could cost more than
$4 million.

On Monday, New Westminster city
council received a staff presentation and
report about the downtown livability strat-
egy it endorsed in October 2021.

The strategy recommended immedi-
ate- and short-term actions on several
fronts: improved general cleanliness and
enhanced access to 24/7 public toilets;
enhanced homeless outreach and added
emergency shelter capacity; opioid epi-
demic and illicit drug response; business
support and engagement; and mental
health response and support.

Lisa Spitale, chief administrative officer,
said the city is trying to address the chal-
lenges in the downtown in order to im-
prove the livability for area businesses and
residents, while also serving the needs of
the city’s most vulnerable populations in a
compassionate way.

She said many of the challenges fac-
ing the city fall under the jurisdiction of

dlfen’s Centre, meanwhile, ALL AGLOW: samantha Johnstone and one-and-a-half-year-old Marigold are silhouetted against the the p_r0v1nc1al government, but the city is
will move from Ecole backdrop of the light tunnel at Hyack Square. The installation is just one of many light displays now underway working on many aspects of the strategy
Continued on page 5 around the city as part of Shine Bright New West. PHOTO JENNIFER GAUTHIER Continued on page 3

Are you thinking of selling? Burnubyn
Call Donna for a free, confidential ST L L L
Market Evaluation! w

Contest Gl\/eaway

E : E E E E E - Grand Prize ' Enterforyour SR
,,m, : chance to WIN our : bef
DONNATAYS.com Value & e o o, © gmovtelore
-. TAYS + TEAM REAL ESTATE SEEIT « LOVE IT « LIVEIT

$2 00 Grand Prize 2022.

More information: burnabynow.com/contests/christmas-giveaways

#102-321 6th Street, New Westminster



