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We’re HERE because
YOU’RE here.

Your curiosity fuels our commitment to keep you informed 
on local news, events and businesses. Together, we make a 

community that’s connected - every minute at sasktoday.ca 
and every Thursday in your

news-optimist
Regional
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Serving the Battlefords since 1908

   Thursday, December 30, 2021    |       Published every Thursday

306-445-6707   www.nblukplumbing.com
Heating

Don’t Let Old Man Winter 
Catch Your Crack!

GET YOUR 
STONE CHIPS 
DONE
now
$25.00
until 2022 

GLASS 

*Offer excludes insurance claims.
Applicable taxes are extra.

www.kkglass.ca
1601 - 100th Street, North Battleford, SK.
Ph: 306-446-2227  Fax: 306-446-3511

AUTO  |  RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL
GLASS EXPERTS

Free  
estimates 

For
• Flooring Covering
• Blinds & Window  

Coverings
• Drapery/Curtains

• Backsplashes

306.445.1221 2741-99th Street 
North Battleford

The Carpet People

CJV is READY to help you with 
your 2021 REno PRoJECts!

Stacey 
RanSome
InterIor DesIgn 

Consultant

K5 Insurance
North Battleford

K5Insurance.ca

306-445-8059

See 
Joanne 

for all your 
Insurance 

needs

NORTH BATTLEFORD

Weekly In-Store Deal
Ends Jan 5th

40%
SAVE

Black Oil 
Sunflower Seeds
40 lb bag. 
5453-378

2497
Was $39.99

Looking forward 
to the new year ... 
and all its taxes?

A raft of tax hikes coming
Staff

2022 is almost here — and that means 
more taxes to pay.

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation re-
leased its annual New Year’s Tax Chang-
es report last week to highlight the major 
tax changes that will occur in 2022.

“If you’re making more than $40,000, 
you’ll see your federal income tax bill go 
up thanks to rising payroll taxes,” said 
Franco Terrazzano, Federal Director with 
the CTF. “From higher carbon taxes to ris-
ing alcohol, payroll and property taxes, 
there’s a raft of tax hikes coming in the 
New Year.”

The report outlines the major tax 
changes from the federal and provincial 
governments in 2022. Key takeaways from 
the report include:

Taxpayers making $40,000 or more in 
2022 will see the federal government de-
duct more money.

The Canada Pension Plan tax increase 
will cost workers and businesses an extra 
$333 each in 2022 (for maximum pension-
able earnings).

The Employment Insurance tax in-
crease will cost each worker an extra $63 
in 2022 and businesses an extra $89 (for 
maximum insurable earnings).

The increase in the federal personal ba-
sic amount will save taxpayers $89.

The federal carbon tax will increase for 
the third time during the pandemic to 11 
cents per litre of gasoline on April 1, 2022.

Alcohol taxes will increase for the 
third time during the pandemic on April 
1, 2022. Taxes already account for about 
half of the price of beer, 65 per cent of the 

price of wine and more than three quarters 
of the price of spirits.

The governments of Alberta, Ontario, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island 
impose a sneaky form of income taxation 
known as bracket creep. Bracket creep 
happens when governments don’t move 
tax brackets with inflation and inflation 
automatically bumps taxpayers into a 
higher tax bracket even though they can’t 
actually afford to buy more. 

“A pandemic is the worst possible 
time to be raising taxes,” said Terrazzano. 
“Many Canadians lost their job, closed 
down their business or took a pay cut 
during the pandemic, and that’s why all 
politicians should be reversing their tax 
hikes.”

Joyce Milgaard (left) fought a decades-long crusade to exonerate her son 
David Milgaard (centre, as a prisoner, right, today) of a rape and murder 
he was wrongfully convicted of in 1970. Turn to Page 9 for the story.

Have lessons of the past finally been learned?

Nature is Awesome

Moose often frequent Finlayson Island in the North Saskatchewan River. 
The moose is the largest species of the deer family, weighing in at between 
400 and 700Kgs when mature. Moose often live 15-25 years in the wild. The 
world’s largest moose population is found in Canada. Cow moose can have 
twins and the calves stay with their mother for at least one year. Magpies 
have a symbiotic relationship with moose in that they will eat parasites off 
the animal’s back for the benefit of both species (see photo). Nature is truly 
amazing. | Text and photo by Jim McLane 

“Where the difference is worth the drive”

BATTLEFORD
FURNITURE

“Where the difference is worth the drive”

New Year’s Sale
Starts Monday,
January 3, 2022

www.lskysd.ca

Chair Derek Schmidt and 
The Board of Directors wishes everyone

a Very  Happy and Prosperous

From the Board, Staff and Participants
801-105th Street, North Battleford
306-445-6141

By Miguel Fenrich
Staff Reporter

In Canada, people have 
spent considerable time 
discussing what reconcili-
ation means and what the 
future looks like for all 
Canadians. 

For Jaaji and Chelsey 
June, the married couple 
who make up Twin Flames, 
reconciliation means sim-
ple conversations. 

Their recent Saskatch-
ewan tour and their mes-
sage of togetherness, 
reconciliation, and con-
versation came to a close 
Nov. 30 with a show in 
Indian Head after visiting 
Prince Albert, North Bat-
tleford, Estevan, Yorkton, 
Swift Current and 10 other 
towns and cities across the 
province.

“We’re (Canada) mak-
ing baby steps, and we’re 

going forward in this 
country, hopefully, more 
in unity, and that’s a really 
beautiful thing,” June said 
during one of their 17 Sas-
katchewan shows spread 
across 28 days. 

“... we literally get to 
see, I think, every nook 
and cranny of Saskatch-
ewan. Apparently, we’ve 
even played in one of the 
smallest towns, which was 
also very cool.” 

Jaaji and Chelsey June 
met around a campfire 
on a television show eight 
years ago, and ever since, 
they’ve lived life to the 
fullest. Playing about 300 
shows a year in Canada 
and abroad, they meet 
hundreds of people during 
their journeys as they tell 
their stories through songs 
and touch the country with 
their hope of healing and 
togetherness. 

Twin Flames performs at the Dekker Centre, on Nov 22. Twin Flames, which is 
now made up of Jaaji and Chelsey June, award-winning Indigenous artists who 
travelled Saskatchewan on tour. | Photos by Miguel Fenrich

Conversation, unity and truth highlight 
Twin Flames Saskatchewan tour

Plane Song
When award-winning 

Indigenous singers Twin 
Flames started touring, 
most of their journeys 
were in the Canadian Arc-
tic, in fly-in only com-
munities. Chelsey June, 
who describes herself as 
a Heinz 57, felt extremely 
privileged to see where her 
husband was born but also 
spent time reflecting on 
where she belongs.

“I struggled with that a 
lot because it’s hard to feel 
like you belong somewhere 
when you have so many 
pieces that connect your 
puzzle.”

But June wondered if 
people in the north feel 
more pride and connection 
to their culture. She quick-
ly learned that due to colo-
nialism and the churches, 
Inuit living in their own 
lands and homes often lack 
that pride in their identity 
and where they came from.

One of their songs, titled 
Plane Song, is a reminder 
that no matter who you are 
or where you come from, 
everyone deserves the fun-
damental right to be proud 
of their stories and not have 
to pick a side. 

Porch Light
As songwriters, they 

also use music are their 
way to process life and 
their emotions. 

“Sometimes, we write 
songs that we never actu-
ally plan to release; this 
is definitely one of those 
songs,” June said.

Porch Light was writ-
ten after they met a gentle-
man in Winnipeg during 
the Indigenous Songwrit-
ers Awards. He asked if he 
and his sister could take a 
selfie with them, to which 
they agreed.

The man returned mo-
ments later with a photo of 
his sister that he’s carried 
with him for 20 years, hop-
ing that one day she’d re-
turn or that there would be 
answers, desperate to keep 
her memory alive. 

“Neither of us knew 
how to smile in a photo-
graph like that.”

Living in Ottawa, they 
were frequently asked to 
perform during meetings 
for the national inquiry 
into missing and murdered 

women and girls. Sitting 
in the back of the room, 
listening to hundreds and 
hundreds of families tell-
ing the stories, missing 
their loved ones, forever 
changes how a person sees 
Canada, they say.

After returning home 
to Ottawa after the Indig-
enous Music Awards, they 
wrote the song and sent it 
to the man with the photo 
of his sister, never planning 
to release it. But, he asked 
to use it for a national cam-
paign for awareness of 
missing women and girls.

“We never want to gain 
any kind of fame off the 
tragedies that happened 
in our communities, and 
to our family members or 
to our community mem-
bers, and so we just figured 
sometimes songs come 
through us, maybe they 
were never ours, to begin 
with.”

Native by Nature
June feels that part of 

their responsibility in hav-
ing a platform where peo-
ple are actually listening is 
to help Canadians under-
stand. 

“It’s never a blame 
game, which is Jaaji’s line 
usually. When we invite 
people into our shows, it’s 
just about sharing. And 
I think that sharing and 

communicating together 
is how Canada will be a 
more beautiful country for 
future generations,” June 
says.

“The narrative of the 
youth has really changed. 
They feel very embar-
rassed about the last 500 
years. But, we assure them, 
like everybody else that 
feels responsible, that it is 
not your fault.”

Jaaji says he believes 
realizing why Indigenous 
people in Canada are 
struggling is essential. 

“Our people struggle 
with a lot of different 
things that are out of our 
control, like residential 
schools, clean drinking 
water, pipelines and trees 
being cut down,” he said.

“It was a lot of change 
in a short amount of time.”

Giants
“Both Jaaji and I have 

lost family members who 
unfortunately chose to take 
their own lives. It’s some-
thing that stays with you 
forever. So many of our 
people, our community 
members, and our young 
people chose to end their 
lives,” says June.

“We have more people 
in our region than any-
where else in the world 
that end their lives before 
20. And so, as musicians, 
we wanted to write a song 
that reminds people that 
no matter how hard things 
get, we must find that inner 
strength. 

“When we go through 
hard times, if we use those 
moments as lessons, we 
can hopefully help the next 
people going through it.” 

And when Jaaji and 
June can’t find that in-
ner strength, they remind 
people to find it outwardly 
in other people. And so, in 
this chorus of their song 
Giants says, “we are bigger 
mountains, taller than gi-
ants and braver than lions.”

“It’s just that message 
that we can get through 
anything and that life does 
get better if we hold on 
long enough.”

Continued on Page 7


