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““where the difference is worth the drive*

Residential school
memories basis of
upcoming book

Ashes to Embers

By Miguel Fenrich

Staff Reporter

Hundreds of Indigenous
children were sent to Del-
mas’s former Thunder-
child/St. Henri Residential
School between 1901 and
1945, and in that time, at
least 44 children passed
away, and their remains
were never found.

The school is now gone,
destroyed by fire in 1948
by former students, and in
its place, poplars grow. All
that remains are the survi-
vors and their stories, and
Floyd Favel decided to cap-
ture those stories in his new
book, Ashes to Embers, set
to be released Oct. 30.

Floyd Favel’'s new book,
Ashes to Embers, is set
to be released Oct. 30.
| Photo courtesy Floyd
Favel
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Kenny and Leo
Tootoosis, Theresa Sapp
and Gavin Baptiste are
among those who shared
their memories of the
Delmas Residential
School and its subsequent
destruction  one  cold
January almost 75 years
ago.

Lena Tootoosis recalls
that when the building fell,
students let out cries and
shouts of victory.

An excerpt from the
book reads:

“On January 13, 1948
the Delmas Indian Resi-
dential School was burned
down by a group of boys
who had warned most of
the students of their plan
so they could all escape.
These are the stories of
some of the survivors who
were present that night.
There are many stories that
haven’t been told.”

Floyd Favel, theatre
theorist, director, essay-
ist, museum curator for
Poundmaker Historical
Centre and Cree cultural
leader, spent the last few
years recording and chron-
icling the stories of the
Delmas Residential School
survivors, starting with in-
terviews in January 2021.
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The Battlefords Community Players kickstarted their 2022-23 season Tuesday with Maggie’s Getting
Married, running from Oct. 18 to 29. The cast: Crystal Gilbert (Cas); Fraser Glen (Tom); Rebekka Landon
(Maggie); Gregory Kwong (Russell); Maurie Gagon (Axel); and Amanda Gies (Wanda). | Photo by Miguel
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In a photo from 2021, project lead and Battlefords Agency Tribal
Chiefs administration member Karen Whitecalf, right, listens as
a member of the crew doing ground penetrating radar indicates
the area they have already scanned and mapped. | Photo by Jon
Perez/SASKTODAY.ca

99 Street

AUTO | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL

www.kkglass.ca

1601 - 100th Street, North Battleford, SK.
Ph: 306-446-2227 Fax: 306-446-3511

Call us
for all
your Farm
Machinery
Needs.

Come and see our staff for
all of your Insurance needs.

GLASS EXPERTS

S55////ISSUER

RENEW YOUR PLATES

306-445-8059

building centre

Weekly In-Store Deal
Ends Oct 26th ®

SAVE

>70

Adjustable temperature
and humidity
FOUR |SEASONS’
Amazing 4-in-1
Air Purifier - Heater

Fan - Humidifier
Was $269.99

S 1 9997 More Spooky Halloween
Décor In Store Now!

T: 306 446 0007 )

Mon - Thu 8am - 4pm
Fri 8am -3pm

RIEDREN

AV a2

DENTAL CENTRE
Accepting

NEW PATIENTS
& Dental Emergencies
1531 100 St. North Battleford

riverbenddental.ca




