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“Music is not art. Music
is divinity.”

That is the insight that
helped shape Cassius
Khan into the renowned
musician that he is today.

“Divinity is when there
is no face, name, religion,”
Khan said.“Divinity is be-
ing in tune with the uni-
verse, and I can immedi-
ately feel the connection,
the vibration to the uni-
verse when I sing a raga or
play my tabla. It brings me
great joy.”

The spirituality that in-
forms Indian classical mu-
sic brings, its magic and
its healing properties, at-
tracted NewWestminster’s
Khan, whose tabla play-
ing is known throughout
the world of Indian classi-
cal music.

He spent his early child-
hood striking his fingers
on pots and pans, turning
everyday utensils into per-
cussion instruments.

Since then the musician
has been a pioneer in rep-
resenting Indian classical
music on the world stage,
along with his wife, Amika
Kushwaha, who is a re-
nowned Kathak dancer.

The couple have made
great strides in giving In-
dian classical art forms re-
newed prominence.

The couple takes great
pride in their roots and

in offering a platform for
Indian classical music to
shine in Canada.

Khan, an instrumental-
ist and a vocalist, has also
represented Indian clas-
sical music, a genre of-
ten invisible to the pub-
lic, at organizations like
the United Nations in Ge-
neva, garnering recogni-
tion for the soulful music.

The couple have made
music and dance a part
of their lives, having prac-
tised and breathed classi-
cal arts for over three de-
cades.

“If my wife is stand-
ing around, the next thing
you know, her footwork
patterns are going, she’s
thinking of a composi-
tion,” Khan said. “Or if
I’m standing around, I
started humming a tune
or when I’m sitting, I start
playing on the table. It
happens unconsciously,

music is just who we are.”
The path to global rec-

ognition has not always
been smooth.The cou-
ple have had to overcome
years of racism and other
difficulties along the way.

“With the music that
we were performing, we
were alienated from differ-
ent parts of the commu-
nity,” Khan said. “Even
from the western commu-
nity.We had to be strong
and persevere through to
keep doing what we love
to do, and keep the clas-
sical music and dance
alive.”

The couple believe that
classical dance and mu-
sic have a unique, tran-
scendent power that can
lift audiences into an ethe-
real world, without the
need to understand the
language or the history or
the culture.

According to Kush-
waha, the dance is like a
flower in that “there’s so
much inside that one little
action that you can take it
to a spiritual level or any
other level that connects
with you.”

The intricate footwork,
the puzzle-like patterns,
the compositions and the
“abhinaya” (expressions)
in the dance form are a
feast for the eyes, making
the art form one of a kind,
according to the musi-
cians.

Despite their consum-

ing love for the arts, the
couple faced a bleak time
during the pandemic.

It was one of the leanest
years in music, Khan said.
“We were called non-es-
sential, and that took a toll
on us. Everyone was wor-
ried, the government put
restrictions and we just
didn’t feel like practising.
In fact, I didn’t even listen
to any music.”

A realization of their re-
sponsibilities as ambas-
sadors of a rare and im-
portant art form spurred
them to begin performing
again.

MUSHTARI BEGUM
FESTIVAL 2022

Mushtari Begum Festi-

val, a husband-and-wife-
run music festival, was
conceived in 2012 to cre-
ate awareness of Indian
classical music and dance
in this country, and, more
importantly, to create op-
portunities for artists and
musicians who don’t have
a platform in Canada.

Despite obstacles af-
ter two years of pandemic
darkness, and with strong
support from Massey
Theatre executive direc-
tor Jessica Schneider, the
festival is set to allow the
musicians to shine once
more.

True to the festival’s
motto, “When the ears
begin to see, the eyes lis-
ten,” Khan hopes the au-

dience will be able to hear
and feel the rhythmic
bond between the drum-
mer and dancer, and un-
derstand their symbiotic
relationship.

They hope that festival
continues to inspire peo-
ple of colour to embrace
their identities and keep
the classical music and
dance alive.

“I think once people re-
alize that we are all one,
when people realize that
skin colour and cultural
barriers are not something
that defines a human be-
ing, and when there’s
more love and tolerance
for each other, things can
really open up for every-
body.”

‘Whentheeyesbegintosee, theears listen’
Mushtari Begum Festival of Indian Classical Music and Dance returns to MasseyTheatre Sept.24

ARTAMBASSADORSCassiusKhanandAmikaKushwahawill performat the Mushtari
BegumFestival onSept. 24 PHOTOCONTRIBUTED

Onstage
What:Mushtari Begum
Festival of IndianClassi-
calMusic andDance
When:Saturday, Sept.
24, 7 p.m.
Where:MasseyTheatre,
735 EighthAve.
Tickets: $35 regular; $18
students and seniors;
free for children. See
www.ticketsnw.ca.

WRINKLE AND FROWN LINE CREAM:
• For women & men of all ages

and skintypes
• Reduces the look of wrinkle depth

up to 68%
• 5 creams in one: A wrinkle cream,

day cream, night cream,
moisturizer, & make-up base

$3999

SAVE $10.

Manager’s
Special:

$3999
Now only

Reduce the appearance
of wrinkles up to 68%

Available in London Drugs stores or order
online at londondrugs.com Search for
‘Wrinkle and Frown Line Cream’

604-761-4138
Tracey
Davies
Realtor,
Master Medallion

431 Queen’s Avenue, New Westminster $2,599,000.00
Here’s your chance to own a piece of history in the Queen’s Park neighbourhood. “Thrushvale”
is a beautifully updated home offering 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, and over 4,000 sq ft on
3 levels, with basement. This location is prime, right across from Tipperary Park, and within
steps to all you need. You will feel like you have stepped back in time, while enjoying all the
modern conveniences. Have your Realtor contact me today for all the details.

Tracey Quesnel PREC

NEW PRICE!

OPEN SUNDAY 2 - 4 P.M.


