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Who really discovered this remote
Nazi weather station?

Cedric Gallant
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

In October 1943, a Nazi U-
boat approached the
northern tip of Labrador
under the dark of night to
set up a weather station.

The site, with a radio
transmitter, batteries and
several canisters hastily
camouflaged to look like
Canadian equipment, was
the only Nazi-made struc-
ture to have been raised
on North American soil.

Nestled on the shore of
Martin Bay just south of
Killiniq Island, it sat for
about 40 years before Alec
Douglas, a Canadian
Armed Forces historian,
made the trip to find and
make official documenta-
tion of its existence.

From a southern per-
spective, Douglas discov-
ered the Kurt weather
station in the summer of
1981.

However, a former res-

ident of Killiniq Island
says the area was a popu-
lar Inuit fishing spot for
generations.

Douglas wrote about
his trip for the December
1981 /January 1982 issue
of Canadian Geographic.

“Someone had been
there before us,” he wrote.
“Every canister had been
opened. Batteries and
radio parts seem to have
been systematically dis-
mantled [..] the equip-
ment had been
deliberately smashed.”

The people who had
been there before did
leave some evidence be-
hind.

“Nearby, we saw a cir-
cle of stone suggesting a
camp,” Douglas wrote.
“Underneath one canister
was a clue: a single .303
rifle cartridge bearing the
inscription ‘British Do-
minion.”

The Kurt weather sta-
tion was only operational

station in 1981. (Photo courtesy of the Canadian War Museum)

for a few weeks before it
stopped transmitting data
under mysterious circum-
stances.

Douglas  considered
Inuit may have happened
upon the site but brushed
aside that theory because
cables had been cut
cleanly, suggesting who-
ever did it used tools not

normally
hunters.

He also considered the
U.S. Navy and Canadian
military as suspects.

“There are many ques-
tions left unanswered,”
wrote Douglas. “They
may never be.”

Four years before Dou-
glas’s trip, in August 1977,
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Capt. Peter Schrewe, commander of U-537. (Photo courtesy of
the Canadian War Museum)

a then 24-year-old Michael
Keelan was fishing with
his brother-in-law, Paul
Jararuse. They navigated
to a spot near Martin Bay,
called Taliarusik Inlet in
Inuktitut.

“We were char fishing
on the shore, and after we
were done we started
wandering around,” Kee-
lan said in a phone inter-
view with Nunatsiaq
News.

“I then saw a bunch of
papers and batteries lay-
ing on the ground. WhenI
went to look at them, there
were strange writings on
them.”

Keelan said he asked
about it when he got back.

“Some of the older el-
ders said, ‘Oh yeah, there
was some kind of a
weather station there that
wasn’t American,”” he
said.

Keelan recognized the
.303-calibre rifle cartridge
mentioned in the Cana-
dian Geographic essay.
Most hunters were using
Ranger-supplied British
Enfield rifles, which used
these cartridges.

The stone circle camp
remnants were familiar,
too — Inuit traditionally
used stones for the base of
their tents, arranged in a
circular shape.

So, were the Inuit who
lived on Killiniq Island the
quiet Second World War
allies who destroyed the
station? Keelan says he
doesn’t know.

By the time Douglas
made it to Martin Bay, no
one lived in the area any-
more. The Northwest Ter-
ritories government
forcibly removed the Inuit
from Killiniq Island in
1978.

In an interview, the
Canadian War Museum’s

Second World War histo-
rian Jeff Noakes explains
the German history be-
hind the Kurt weather sta-

tion.
He said German com-
mander Capt.  Peter

Schrewe departed Europe
in late September 1943, in
U-537, a U-boat subma-
rine.

Being in water pa-
trolled by the Allies, the
crew had to travel in the
dark with no radio trans-
missions and spend as lit-
tle time on the surface as
possible.

South of Greenland,
the U-boat encountered a
heavy storm and the seas
washed away one of its
gun mountings.

Close to a month later,
Schrewe reached the
Labrador Coast and an-
chored on the south shore
of Martin Bay.

Noakes  says the
weather station was built
to give Nazis help in
weather forecasting.

“The Germans tried to
figure out what the
weather would be over
the North Atlantic, be-
cause weather patterns
generally move from west
to east,” he says.

By knowing what
weather conditions were
like near Canada, the Ger-
mans could predict the
weather that would be
coming at them in a few
days’ time.

He says when the Ger-
mans were looking for a
place to install their
weather station, “they
wanted an area that they
believed would not have a
particularly high popula-
tion.”

Little did they know,
the place they stumbled
upon just happened to be
a great place for fishing.
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