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Chris Wilson wants you to buy his balls
K I D S P O R T T R I - C I T I E S

Spring sale of used
sports equipment is
on Saturday
MARIO BARTEL
mbartel@tricitynews.com

Chris Wilson has balls.
Many balls. In a variety of

sizes, shapes and textures.
But before this story de-

scends any further into a
classic Saturday Night Live
sketch, it might be helpful to
note Wilson wants to sell you
his balls — cheap.

In fact, balls are among
the least costly items you’ll
find at the annual spring
KidSport used equipment
sale that runs Saturday
(March 4), from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., at Riverside Secondary
(2215 Reeve St.).

For instance, you can get
10 golf balls that went astray
from their owners for $1.

Wilson, the chair of
KidSport Tri-Cities who’s
been running the biannual
sale since 2007, said there
will be lots of great, gently
used gear from virtually
every sport available at bar-
gain basement prices.

Proceeds help pay regis-
tration fees for the athletic
activities for kids whose fam-
ilies might not be otherwise

able to afford them.
Many of those activities

centre around a ball.

Over the years, Wilson
said he’s seen pretty much
every kind of ball come

through the sale, from foot-
ball and rugby, soccer and
cricket, bocce and basket-

ball, to lacrosse and croquet,
bowling and beach.

There’s been buckets of

golf balls, boxes of baseballs,
bags of tennis balls and
laundry baskets filled with
softballs.

But Wilson couldn’t say
if he’s ever sold a round
football that’s used in Gaelic
football or a sliotar from the
Irish sport of hurling.

One year, a local business
donated 1,500 soccer balls
commemorating a World
Cup tournament and there
are still a few left.

In fact, Wilson said, so
many balls have been part of
the sale, sometimes he just
ends up donating them to
local associations to free up
storage space.

While most shoppers are
on the hunt for bargains on
big-ticket items like bicycles
and hockey equipment,
Wilson said it’s important
not to overlook the value of
the humble ball.

“It’s the fundamental tool
of a lot of sports,” he said.

Even athletes who play
sports that don’t involve
balls often develop a rela-
tionship with them.

During Wilson’s wrestling
days, he said, he incorpo-
rated balls into his training
for strength and reflexes.

Wilson said balls are often
the entry point into a sport.

Chris Wilson, chairperson of KidSport Tri-Cities, is buried by some of the balls that will be available at the orga-
nization’s annual spring sale of used sports equipment, Saturday (March 4) at Riverside Secondary School in Port
Coquitlam. MARIO BARTEL/TRI-CITY NEWS
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