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Community leaders celebrated at ‘COTY’ reception

By Shawn Loughlin
The Citizen

Last Thursday, North Huron
Publishing hosted its first Citizen of
the Year Awards night since 2019,
awarding winners from the past
four years at Trinity Anglican
Church in Blyth.

It was a full house, with several
dozen in attendance, including
nominators, past Citizen of the Year
Award winners and several
members of the community. Citizen
Publisher Deb Sholdice, Editor
Shawn Loughlin and Reporter Scott

Stephenson conducted the
ceremony.
First, Annie Sparling was

honoured as the 2020 Citizen of the
Year Award winner for the Blyth
community. She won the award
thanks to her extensive involvement
with the Blyth Community
Betterment Group and persistence

Claus parade and the popular
Rutabaga Fest.

Sparling was unable to attend and
sent her regrets and thanks.

Bob Kellington was then
honoured  for  posthumously
winning the 2020 Citizen of the
Year Award for Brussels.

Kellington passed away in 2020,
but had dedicated much of his life
to volunteerism. He was heavily
involved with the Brussels Lions
Club and organized fundraisers for
his local church and the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, a cause for which
he was especially passionate.

Marguerite Thomas, Kellington’s
widow was unable to attend, but
shared a message of hope for other
widows and widowers, suggesting
that friends and family check on
survivors for weeks, months and
years after their spouses pass away.
“We didn’t die when our spouses
did,” she said.

Citizen of the Year Award was also
awarded posthumously - David
Cartwright, who had decades of
volunteerism with the First Blyth
Scouts and Trinity Anglican
Church, the very building in which
the celebration was taking place.

David’s wife Shari and daughter
Brittany were both on hand to help
celebrate David’s legacy.

The 2021 Brussels Citizen of the
Year Award winner, Zoellyn Onn,
was in attendance and thanked
everyone for nominating her and
recognizing her efforts in the
community.

Onn won the award thanks to her
extensive involvement in Brussels
as a member of the Brussels
Horticultural Society, Brussels
Agricultural Society and Brussels
Lions Club, serving as president of
the latter two organizations. She is
also the founder of the Brussels
Fairy Door Trail and had been

of initiatives to fruition, such as the
return of the Brussels Farmers’
Market, the community choral
group Sing Sing Sing and more.

In her capacity as a Lions Club
member, she also served as a
mentor and leader for the Brussels
Leo Club, which has accomplished
much within the village since being
revived just over a decade ago.

The 2022 Blyth Citizen of the
Year winner was Lissa Kolkman,
who won due to her work with the
Friends of the Village of Blyth
group, serving as one of its most
prominent members and as its
liaison to North Huron Council.

She and her fellow volunteers
have worked to beautify the village
and maintain its public gardens for
many years, in addition to hosting
the Christmas wreath competition
and Easter Egg hunt on the
Greenway Trail.

She has also volunteered with

United Church over the years.
Kolkman was in attendance as
well and simply thanked those who
nominated her and supported her
win, saying she was honoured to be

listed among such notable
volunteers and community
members.

The 2022 Brussels Citizen of the
Year winner was Margaret McInroy
thanks to her work with the Walton
Women’s Institute and the Melville
Presbyterian Church, including its
bestselling anniversary cookbook,
in addition to working with Soup
and More 2 and other fundraisers
throughout the Brussels and Walton
communities.

Mclnroy took the opportunity to
address those in attendance,
thanking her nominators and those
who selected her as the winner.

She said her spirit of
volunteerism can be chalked up
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in resurrecting both a Blyth Santa

The 2021 winner of the Blyth

instrumental in bringing a number

the Blyth Festival

and Blyth

THE COIN SHOP IS BUYING

Downsizing? Moving? Settling an Estate? For whatever reason. For 3 Days only, we’ll pay top prices for

your coins, gold & silver items, jewellery, old watches, paper money, military medals and costume jewellery.

. SUNCOAST MALL
Sucosst Ml . |\ GODERICH

3 DAYS
ONLY

SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY DECEMBER 10TH, 11TH, 12TH
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
LOCATED THROUGH THE BACK
ENTRANCE OF THE MALL

SCRAP GOLD
We buy gold in any form, Fem
condition or quantity. /w N
* Wedding Rings Lv
e Gold Pins & Earrings .
e Gold Chains
(any condition) i J
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e Gold Watches
¢ Wanted Broken Old Gold

COSTUME JEWELLERY

We buy old costume jewellery. Gather up all your
old costumer jewellery and bring it in for a cash
offer. We recycle all costume jewelry

WORLD COINS
We buy all foreign coins, new and old.

We pay $4.00 Ib.

INQUIRIES INVITED

Please feel free to come in and ask us any
questions you may have regarding watches,
coins, military items, jewellery, gold and silver
items. We have reference books that can answer
most questions.

WE
RECYCLE

SCRAP SILVER

We buy all sterling, European, Continental
and American Silverware, jewellery,
industrial silver, Franklin and other private
mint silver,

Jewellers’ filings, etc., regardless of condition
or quality. We buy anything made of solid
silver that can be recycled. Prices are based
on current bullion market bid prices.

SILVER COINS
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¢ Old Costume Jewellery of all sorts

e Old wind-up Wrist Watches
(working or not)

* Fountain Pens

e Anything made of
gold or silver

¢ Gold Coins

MILITARY MEDALS
We buy all Medal Awards, Decorations,
Orders & Badges.

SCRAP JEWELLERY

We are interested in purchasing scrap
jewellery. Gold, silver and platinum rings,
bracelets, lockets, brooches, cameos,
necklaces, earrings and other items are all
wanted. We buy anything made of solid
gold, silver or platinum that can be recycled.
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10¢ 1966 and Prior .......cceeeveveereereeseereennns $.50
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Silver Dollars 1935 and prior ...........c........ $20.00
50¢ 1963 and Prior ......ccceeeereevereererennenns $4.00
25¢ 1964 and Prior .......ccceveeereereereesnenns $1.50
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50¢ Kennedy 1970 and prior ................. $1.00
YOU...

You probably have damaged, unwanted or unused
gold and silver items in your home. Maybe old coins
or paper money that sits in a drawer or safety deposit
box. Perhaps an old wrist watch or pocket watch . . .
Please feel free to bring them in while we are here.

COINS & PAPER MONEY
We b Il coins, SRR = o
teswdlcone . BAE

and Bank notes of Canada, - - 4
The Provinces, USA & the world. @ﬁj‘@

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES
We buy:
¢ All old wrist & pocket watches

regardless of condition,
working or not working

¢ Ordinary Pocket Watches
e Empty Pocket Watch Cases
* Watch Fobs

e Pocket Watch Works &
Watchmaker Tools & Parts

Watches that do not work are
purchased for parts value only.
Price depends on condition
and quality.

We melt and recycle all gold and silver so
condition is unimportant.

CONDITIONS OF SELLING

1. Seller must be at least 25 years of age. NO Exceptions.

2. Due to market fluctuations, the prices on all silver and gold bullion items include scrap

silver coins, are subject to change without notice.

3. We. Recycle.
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Past four years of ‘COTY’ winners honoured
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to the encouragement of two men -
one was her father Wilfred
Shortreed and the other is her
husband Rick. As a child, Margaret
said she was encouraged to be part
of a team and to take that
commitment seriously. And when
she was encouraged to volunteer,
she was also pushed to go the extra
mile and be a member of the
executive, which she still practises
to this day.

The 2022 (and first-ever) winner
of the Huron County Citizen of the
Year Award, Karen Webster of the
Wingham area, was also in
attendance that night.

Webster was honoured for her
work with the Blyth Repository of
History, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church in Wingham and the Meals
on Wheels program, among others.

She has gone on missionary trips
and created pre-cut personal
protective equipment kits for the
Wingham and District Hospital in
the early days of the COVID-19
pandemic when personal protective
equipment was at a premium.

She thanked everyone for the
honour and said it was humbling to
be recognized among so many other
inspiring volunteers.

To end the evening, the 2023
winners received their plaques and
were honoured.

Joe Gahan and Megan Lee-Gahan
were  recognized for their
invaluable work in founding the
Blyth Kids Club, which is always
expanding to include new
programming and offerings, such as
soccer, hockey, arts and crafts,
disco nights and summer parties.

Joe acknowledged the gracious
support of the community saying
that, thanks to extensive donations,
the club is now free to all, while
Megan thanked all of the club’s
volunteers and patrons who have
made it such a force within the
village.

The 2023 Brussels winner,
Roxane Nicholson, was honoured
for her work with the Brussels,
Morris and Grey Community
Centre’s Inspiring our Future
campaign, raising money for the
renovation and expansion of the
centre.

The campaign’s fundraising goal
was increased several times as costs
rose and it still exceeded that final

$2 million number by more than
$500,000. She has also been
extensively involved with the North
Huron Community Food Share over
the years.

Nicholson thanked the entire
campaign and all of its volunteers
for the work involved, as well as
her family members, who she said
are often roped into helping with
her endeavours through being
“volun-told” to do things.

She also thanked The Citizen,
saying that without a powerful local
newspaper, local projects,
achievements and activities would
not be heralded throughout the
community as they are.

The final winner of the night was
Wayne Clausius from the Grand
Bend area.

Clausius began his career as a
volunteer in 2009, putting his name
forward to help with The Salvation
Army in Goderich and his role in
the community only stood to grow
from there.

For over a dozen years, Clausius
worked with the Community
Volunteer Income Tax Program. In
its first year, just over a dozen
people applied, compared to what is
now hundreds of people. The
program has since retrieved
millions of dollars for low-income
people and families, putting money
back in the pockets of those who
need it most.

Clausius is currently a resident of
Jessica’s House hospice in Exeter
and was presented his award by
Sholdice and Loughlin on Sunday,
Nov. 19 at a small event that
included Clausius’s children, other
family members and some of his
fellow volunteers.

In an e-mail to The Citizen,
Clausius said he accepted the award
on behalf of the more-than 20
volunteers who have helped him
administer the program over the
years.

Nominations for the 2024 Citizen
of the Year Awards will open within
the first few months of the new
year. Consider nominating someone
whose work in the community
within that year has improved life
for those around them.

Nomination forms will be
published in The Citizen on a
regular basis or nominations can be
e-mailed directly to Loughlin at
editor@northhuron.on.ca.

Recognized

Citizen of the Year
Award winners were
presented with plaques
at an event held on
Thursday, Nov. 23.
Above, Editor Shawn
Loughlin addresses the
crowd. Right (above),
Reporter Scott
Stephenson (left) and
Publisher Deb Sholdice

(right) with 2023
Brussels COTY winner
Roxane Nicholson
(centre). Right (below)
Loughlin (right) with

2023 co-Blyth COTY
winners Joe Gahan (left)
and Megan Lee-Gahan
(centre). Below,
Sholdice (right) with
2023 Huron County
COTY winner Wayne

Clausius (left). (Shawn
Loughlin / Scott Stephenson
photos)
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Stay up-to-date on the news at home
by switching your regular subscription
to our E-edition while you are away

Call or email us today
519-523-4792
info@northhuron.on.ca
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